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AUSTRALIA – HERE I COME! 

The 22nd of July: I was standing in Copenhagen airport, surrounded by family 
and friends who wanted to say a last goodbye before I started my big journey. It 
was a strange feeling. I remember the last five minutes best. The minutes where 
I had to say goodbye, and realize that I wouldn’t see these people for a whole 
year. Everybody had tears in their eyes….including me. The worst part was my 
mom: The way she looked at me, proud, and with tears flowing out of her eyes. 
I could barely look at her. I’ve known it for almost a year, but the time caught 
up on me, and suddenly: It was now. I was standing on the stairs, the last photo 
had been taken, and I was ready. Ready to start a new life Down Under. I 
realized that this was only one step out of many, on a long and amazing journey.    
In the plain from Copenhagen to Singapore, I had a hard time, letting my life 
‘go’. All these thoughts were flying around in me, and I couldn’t clear my head. 
I felt small and unable to handle my situation. When I finally cleared my head, I 
was ready. It all changed. Those ‘black’ thoughts I had before, about being 
unable to be independent and ready for a year on my own disappeared. I felt like 
a totally different person, who was ready for everything, the world had to offer.  
I waited in Singapore for 18 hours. The minutes felt like years. Fortunately I 
had someone to share it with. Someone, who was just in the same situation as 
me. It was a big airport, with many things to do. Suddenly, I was able to let the 
time fly. There was this amazing butterfly garden. It was placed in the center of 
the airport. I went in there, and felt like I was in a totally different world. It was 
so exotic, with a waterfall placed in the middle. Suddenly I saw this beautiful 
butterfly. Black and purple, with eyes like stars. And I discovered that it was 
me. I was like a butterfly: Just cracked out of my pupa, ready to handle MY 
world, and ready to fly. And soon I was on the airplane, on my way to Sydney. 
In Sydney airport, a Rotary-man called David Brawn, was ready to ‘pick me 
up’. He followed me to the next gate, where I had to check-in, so I could go to 
my next plane, the plane to Dubbo. I was happy he was there, because at that 
time, I was so tired I could have been lost in my own room. It was a big airport, 
and after the check-in, we parted. I was lost. I couldn’t find my way to terminal 
3! After I had asked a couple of people, I finally found my way. Out of the 
airport, over a road, through a car park, and GOAL. Now I just had to find my 
gate. And I did. On my way to Dubbo, I was really excited. I couldn’t imagine 
the people who were waiting for me. How would I / they react when I arrived? I 
have never had such big hugs! They were so lovely. And they treated me like a 



family member from the first day. We had breakfast in Dubbo, and went to 
Coona after that. (Coonabarabran) 
I lived with my Club Counselor for a week. And it was amazing. I had a new 
little brother, Yooey, and we enjoyed each other’s company. I had a new sister 
Sarah, Yooeys mom. And we got along really well. It was a fantastic week. We 
went to Dubbo, to see a musical: Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor Coat. 
And it was a nice experience. We went on McDonalds, Yooeys favorite, and we 
had a really good time. I’ll never forget the first week. (And I will probably 
never forget this year!)  
I’ve started school, and it has been wonderful. Everybody has been so nice to 
me, and I already have lots of good friends, who are taking really good care of 
me. I’ve been really busy, but it doesn’t matter, because I like being active. One 
of the first days in school, I got an exercise. I had to write a story about ‘The 
Journey of My Life’. I choose my Journey to Australia, because I thought it 
could be a good way to work up my Journey. My teacher loved it so much, that 
she made me change class, from the Standard English class to the Advanced. 
I’m going to make my debut, while I’m here, and I’m very excited. I found a 
tall partner, and we have been to our first practice. So I’m looking very much 
forward to it. Many of my girlfriends are going to make their debut to, so that’s 
cool!   
I’ve just moved this week. So I’m living with John and Trish Sawyer now. It’s 
really nice, and I like to stay here. On Monday it’s my birthday, and we have 
ladies-night in our Rotary club, so I have to make a speech. It will be good, I’m 
sure!                 
It has been a long journey, through lots of emotional states. Many thoughts and 
considerations. The excitement, the expectations. Feelings, which have made 
me reconsider my choice, and brought me back to the same conclusion. I have 
cried and smiled, and now I’m here! Ready to start my new life! 
 
 - Camilla Lundvig Steenholdt    
 
 
 

Camilla is hosted by the Rotary Club of Coonabarabran 



 
Well, second month of vacation is coming to an end. Or is it the 3rd month..or 7th? 
Well either way this month, just like the last, has been full of travelling. Not on quite as big a 
scale as last month but easily just as exciting for me. 
First week of the month my new family and I drove to Helsinki, in 2 days, stopping at 
Jyvaskyla for a sleepover, on the way to pick up my sister at the airport after her Rotary 
exchange year. 
It was a pretty strange feeling when my sister came through those airport doors and she was 
telling us later that as she walked through the doors it meant her year was over and she was 
back into her normal life. It was strange to think that will be me in only 6 months. I almost 
became a bit teary. Haha 
The next few days we spent in Helsinki. My family showed me around and took me to the 
tourist attractions. They even took me to the art museum even though they thought it would 
be boring. I really enjoyed it. And my Dad tried to pretend he was interested �  
We also went to the summer theme parks. Serena- the water park and Liinanmakki –the 
amusement park. These were awesome and I did some good quality bonding with my 
younger sister here (we must have gone on that rollercoaster at least 10 times, after the half 
an hour it took me to convince her to walk through the gate.)  
I also had the chance to visit with one of my exchange friends. She came with us to the 
Serena and we were both very impressed by how scary the rides were. I think it was the 
danger factor that made it so scary. Pretty sure the OH&S inspector hasn’t been out there in a 
while. 
Anyway I had a really wonderful time and it has been so lovely to have my sister back. It’s 
been a good way to learn a few things about exchange and after exchange. 
The rest of the month I have been taking it pretty easy, making the most of the hot weather. I 
have not been swimming this much in a long time and I think I have never ridden a bike so 
much in my life. I haven’t weighed myself since I busted the +10kg mark but I am almost 
feeling fit after the past few weeks, there is almost muscles in my legs again. Haha. 
ALMOST. And I have been holidaying around the Finnish country side, staying by the lakes 
in summer cottages.  
More travelling, I went to Sweden a week ago. Just for a spot of shopping with my friends. 
Great bargains in Sweden you know Mum ;) 
And to top off the month my host Mum shouted my sister and I tickets to go to the music 
festival in Oulu. I had a great time. The music was fun and I even saw my favourite Finnish 
singer. AND I SANG along with everyone. :D 
Thanks for another great month everyone and I will talk to you again next report. Looking 
forward to it. LOL 
Claire 



 
About 1am      Fishing 

 IKEA 

   
Sauna at the family summer cottage. 
 
 

 
Claire is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Armidale Central 



 
So now I have been in Switzerland for 6 months which is hard to believe, and the last month 
has been very eventful. The month of July started with the Züri Fest, which is a huge festival 
within Zurich that is only on once every 3 or 4 years, and I just happened to be lucky enough 
to be here while it was on. The festival included lots of music, rides and shops and the city 
was pretty much closed to cars, trams and buses because the rides etc where placed on the 
roads, this meant that the weekend involved a lot of walking. The festival lasted for three 
days, and every night there was an amazing fireworks display. On the Friday that it started I 
went to check it all out with another exchange student, Danielle, and we happened to be 
passing one of the concert areas, the only one that you had to pay to get into, and a man was 
selling his tickets for cheaper, because he could no longer go, so we ended up buying them. 
In the end we saw Pitbull and Snoop Dogg perform live, which was pretty crazy, but yeah the 
weekend was full of fun and by the end of it I was ready to sleep for a week. The day 
following the festival I went to the city and was blown away, within 10 hours of the festival 
finishing virtually everything had been packed up, the rubbish that had been everywhere had 
disappeared and the water fountains that had been dirt had been drained and were being 
refilled, but I suppose that I am in Switzerland so I should have released they would be 
organised. The rest of the week was spent at school, saying goodbye to the old exchange 
students and sleeping. That weekend was a quiet one and I just went out with a few of the 
people from my class to watch a world cup match. The following week was the last week of 
school before the summer holidays, which meant that school was pretty relaxed and that it 
was the last week in the school house that they have been in for the last 2 years, waiting for 
their actual school to be renovated, so now I look forward to going to the old school building 
which looks a lot more impressive than the one that I have been going to for the past 5 

months. On the last day of school after we had 
finished my class and I decided to celebrate the 
start of the summer holidays by going down to the 
lake and listening to music and having a dinner 
picnic, it was a lot of fun and it was also nice to 
chill with them before I left for the holidays. The 
following day it was off to Italy with my host 
family, who have a house that they have rented 
for the past 10 years in the North of Italy, in a 
quiet town, near Parma. I stayed there for 11 days; 
it was very relaxing as we were in a house that 
was on a lot of land in a national park. The time 

there was spent relaxing, reading, swimming, going to markets, watching movies, playing 
games with my host brother and his cousins and eating really good Italian food and ice 
cream. 
 
The warm Italian weather was perfect, and on one of the days that we were there we traveled 
to the beach, which was great ! But didn't compare to Aussie beaches, and I was disappointed 
to see that there were no waves at all. On the 26th I travelled back to Zurich, to pack my bags 
to go and visit my brother and his girlfriend in England, the following day, which I was very 
excited about. I was not disappointed the week was spent travelling around London and 
places surrounding it. The first couple of days were spent in Brighton, which has an 'award 

Italy 



winning' beach, which again did not compare to 
the beaches in Australia; however I was happy to 
see that this one had waves. So on the first day in 
Brighton we went and got fish and chips and sat 
down at the beach to eat them, where there were 
pebbles rather than sand. I also discovered the 
interesting different sauces that English people 
have with their chips, including mushed peas and 
curry sauce. The beach also had a promenade that had a merry go round                                                                  
and markets, and there was also a jetty that had an amusement park, a bit like Luna Park on it, 
which made it feel like we were in a movie. Brighton also had a lot of cool shops, in a part of 
the town called the northern lanes, where all the buildings were novelty, with really amazing 
graffiti and impressive window displays. After Brighton we continued to a small village near 
to Cambridge where my brothers, girlfriends 
brother has a house, we stayed there for the following 
three days. It was only a very small village but all the 
houses had thatched roofs. On the first night there we 
went to the little pub there for dinner, which was a really 
traditional looking pub inside and out and when we were 
paying for our dinner we saw these little handled things 
hanging from the roof at the bar, so we asked what they 
were and the man told as that they were “for when the 
world starts to spin”, me and my brother found this 
rather amusing and concluded that the drinking laws 
were quite different in England. The following day we 
went into London, which was an hour away by train. This day started from 7:30am and didn't 

finish till 12:00am when we arrived back on the train. It 
was a day full of sightseeing and felt as though it was over 
just as it started. When we arrived in London we were 
welcomed by rain, which was a bit disappointing but first 
thing we did was go to the London Dungeons which is like 
a giant horror house where you go on a tour through the 
building and in different room there are actors that give 
you an insight into London in its less happy days. We 
learnt about things like the Great Fire of London which I 
learnt started in a bakery, on Pudding Lane. We also learnt 
about Todd Sweeney, Jack the Ripper and the cruelty that 
was inflicted on people of the past in London and the tour 
also included a few small rides that made it even more 
fun. I really enjoyed this tour and was                      
surprised when I realised that it had gone for two hours. 
When we returned outside we were pleasantly surprised to 
find that it was in fact sunny =). The rest of the day was 
spent looking at things like Big   Ben, London Tower 
Bridge, London Bridge, London Eye, Buckingham Palace, 

where I was disappointed not to see the guards with the big fluffy black hats and other tourist 
attractions. We also went and explored Camden a place in London that is just like a giant 
market place. The next day was spent relaxing and having a traditional Sunday roast. After 
leaving the small village we continued to Nottingham for our last couple of days together. 
Nottingham is famous for Robin Hood, so of course while we were there we went to Robin 
Hood's forest, Sherwood Forest, which just happened to be having a festival this week. This 
was really cool because they had performers playing the roles of like jesters and musicians 
from back in Robin Hood’s time and there was lots of little market places that were set up 

Fish & Chips on the Beach      
 

Near Cambridge                           

London Tower Bridge 



like an olden day market, with bows and arrows and 
other things like jewellery etc. Here we also got to see 
famous oak tree that was thought to be one of the main 
hideouts of Robin Hood and his merry men. In 
Nottingham we also got to see the castle in which 
Robin Hood is known for stealing from regularly. 
However Nottingham was also a very interesting city 
to walk around  and explore as under the city there are 
many manmade sandstone caves that date back to the 
dark ages, they were used from housing. We also 
looked at the many different pubs that were there as 
they were all really impressive, some were in the 
caves, including the oldest pub in England and another was completely decorated in a gothic 
theme, complete with thrones, weapons and bars on all the windows. Another pub to my 
shock was inside an old church, and it was quite strange walking in the door to see a bar and 
bottles of alcohol on the wall with a traditional church stained window behind it. 
Unfortunately this marked the end of my visit to England, and it was sad to have to say 
goodbye to my brother and his girlfriend, but I had a lot of fun and I have returned to 
Switzerland for a day, to start packing for my next adventure to Denmark, to go sailing with 
my host family ! 

Until next time =) Jess, xoxo. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                       
      
         London Eye 
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Jessica is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bellingen 
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I have been in Australia almost two weeks now and all this time I have 
spent here has been amazing! 
 
Leaving Finland wasn’t a hard thing to do, because I was so happy 
about coming to Australia and I knew that I would have plenty of time to 
see my friends and family after this year. So I went to the airplane 
feeling very happy, excited and a little nervous.  
 
Flights were long but luckily airplanes were big and comfortable, so 
those flights went pretty quickly. Then finally I arrived to Port Macquarie, 
where my host-family and Counselors where waiting for me. Then there 
was a short car trip to Kempsey where I’m living now. Then my host-
family showed me my new home for the next 5 months. After that I slept 
a lot!  
 
On the next day my host-Dad showed me the beaches, South West 
Rocks and Hat Heads, I really liked those beaches. I saw my first 
kangaroo!! 
That was awesome!  
On the same night I also attended my first Rotary meeting. I met many 
Rotarians and I had a great time there. 
 
On Thursday I had my first school day! I chose my subjects; I picked 
Hospitality, PD Health, Food Tech, Visual Arts, Drama and Standard 
English.  
First day at school was very nice, and I met many new people.  
In the evening I also had jazz dance class. That was a little more 
challenging than my classes in Finland, but I really liked that class, and 
I’m going there in the future too.   
 
After these two weeks in Australia I have had so many new experiences 
and I have learnt so much. There are so many differences between 
Finland and Australia; this is what makes these first weeks so funny and 
a little challenging. 
In Finland there is right-hand traffic, so I tried to go sit in driver’s seat a 
couple of times, but now I have learnt to watch first. School is also very 



different, you have to bring your own lunch, wear school uniform and 
everything, and I actually like these things very much.  
I think I can understand a bit better Australian’s speech, and I think that 
my English is a bit better already. Soon I’m going on District tour, and 
I’m excited and can’t wait, I think it’s going to be a very nice trip! 
 
Johanna Ryynänen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Johanna is hosted by the Rotary Club of Kempsey 



 
My leave from Finland wasn’t as hard that I thought it would be. I got 
to the plane and I just thought that I would see them after the year. It 
helped that I’ve got good friends from the other exchange students 
that were in the exactly same situation. And it also helped that my 
parents had gone through all this already with my brother when he 
went off to U.S.A. 
 
After the 12 hour flight we arrived in Singapore where we spent 4 
days. During those 4 days we went to all sorts of places including a 
night zoo and the local Chinatown and little India. The time in 
Singapore was really fun but I don’t think I realised there that I am 
actually going away to Australia for a year. 
 
When we left Singapore I finally realised that I am going to Australia 
for a year. I was very excited about arriving to the new country and 
meeting my first host family. When I had to wait 2 hours at the 
Sydney airport I was very nervous about meeting all the new people. 
 
When I actually got to meet my host family I got all relaxed straight 
away. They are very nice people, I didn’t have to stress about the host 
family anymore. I have a host mother and 3 host brothers and a host 
sister and they all are very nice and fun. And they are more than 
happy to help if I have any problems what so ever. 
 
The school I go to is St. Claires High School. And it too is very nice. 
All the students are very helpful when I have to get to my class there 
is more than one helper in 1 meter radius. The teachers too are very 
nice and helpful.  
 
All together the experience so far has been great, not any problems 
(not including me leaving all my paperwork to Finland) what so ever. 
And I am very excited to see what the year has to offer.    
 
 



 
 

 
View of Singapore at night 
 
 

 
Finnish students bound for Australia at Singapore airport 

 
Verneri is hosted by the Rotary Club of Taree on Manning 



 
HI!! 
 
I hope you are all basking in the joys of winter back in Australia. Just now in Denmark, the 
rainy season has begun, so it isn’t as hot as it was in June. The trees are beginning to bear 
fruit, the oceans are rabid with jellyfish, and you’ll never believe it, but I SAW A 
POKUPINE!!! 
A couple of weeks ago my family bought a new white Labrador puppy. Her name is Bodil 
and she ate my thongs. Aside from her ‘eating disorder’, I think she is one of the cutest things 
in the world. She gets tired really fast so we can’t take her for walks, but of an evening we go 
for bike rides around the island with her in the basket on the front of the bike.  
A lot of the time I have been at home by myself because my host siblings and parents have to 
work, but one day my Mum took the day off from work to take me to Esbjerg. On the way 
there we stopped by Gram, not a very exciting town, and Manø. Manø is an island, only 
reachable when it is low tide. There is a tourist tractor that takes people there when the water 
is down, and usually the tractor also takes people to a smaller island off Manø, where there is 
a large population of seals, but recently there was an accident with the tractor and it tipped 
over and killed some people, so I wasn’t able to go there. But I did get to see the smallest 
church in Denmark. It looked like a Viking church with all the deer skulls on the walls. Very 
cool. After Manø we drove to the Viking Village in Ribe. There were people there dressed up 
as Vikings living there, as Vikings, for a couple of weeks. It was really cool to see. We didn’t 
stay in the Viking village for long because the weather was so cold and rainy. Next we went 
to the town of Ribe and saw the church. From the outside it was really old, but on the inside 
there was a lot of modern art on the walls. I had never seen a church like that before. Outside 
the church there were a lot of police guards, because Queen Margarethe was planning on 
visiting the town the next day. Less than an hour past Ribe we reached Esbjerg. I got to see a 
really big sculpture of 4 men sitting in chairs, looking out at the sea on the outskirts of 
Esbjerg, and afterwards we went to the Fishery museum. The museum shut at 18:00, and it 
was 17:45, so we only had 15 minutes to see the museum. So we chose to go to the aquarium 
part and see all the fish. I touched a stingray in the touch pool. PROUD. 
Last Saturday I went to Århus to help my host cousin move house. I wasn’t so pleased to find 
out she lived on the third floor. All those stairs. Eugh. It took about 2 hours to get everything 
into the trailers. Then we set off to Kolding, about 1 and a half hours away. There, we moved 
all the furniture to her second floor apartment (which to my dismay had the exact same 
amount of stairs).  
On Tuesday I went op-shopping with a Danish friend. After raiding 7 shops we went to a 
place called RAS to get endless refills of coffee. It was a really nice way to pass the 
afternoon.  
I got very bored one afternoon at home by myself, so I decided I would make lamingtons. 
Turns out, not so easy.  
Number 1 difficulty. No cornflour 
Number 2 difficulty. No icing sugar 
Number 3 difficulty. No caster sugar 
Number 4 difficulty. No self raising flour (this just doesn’t exist in Denmark) 
Somehow, I have no idea how; they ended up tasting really good. For once I actually baked 
something successfully! (I won’t bother to mention my banana cake from earlier that week..) 



Today was a very lovely day. I woke up at 12, and at 14:00 I went sailing to Assens with my 
family and a picnic of coffee, banana’s, muffins, tea and iced tea. I volunteered to sit on the 
front of the boat along with the crab shells and bird crap. Hooraaay. It took almost an hour, 
but I wish the trip had lasted longer. At Assens we got icecream from a Danish guy who had 
a French moustache, and therefore, felt obliged to attempt speaking French to all his clearly 
not- French customers. Needless to say, this man could definitely not speak French, but it was 
amusing anyhow. Then we walked through a beautiful park to the mini town. It was pretty 
much just a mini replica of Assens. Much less exciting than I hoped it would have been. 
Funnest bit there was getting Bodil to walk through a mini tunnel. Then we walked to the 
docks and had an early dinner.  
 
Things that aren’t too interesting but I feel I should share with you anyway: 

1. I got stung by a jellyfish. 
2. A kid actually understood my Danish. 
3. I learnt how to rollerblade again (I forget after a matter of hours) 
4. It’s impossible to go outside after dark due to all of the frogs, and not wanting to step 

on one. 
 
So that’s all from me this month. 
Knus, Laura 
 

 
 
 

Laura is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie Sunrise 



 

I finally arrived on the other side of the world, a country more than ten times 
larger than my own. A new language, another way of living! So strange, how 
summer is in winter, and vice versa. The weather is pretty here Down Under, 
the stars different, yet similar in a way. 

First day at school, interesting! Everything is so much more open, and no 
heating systems... and the subjects, different. It seems that the system here is a 
bit different from home. The teachers, all welcoming, though a bit slow-talking 
to the new Norwegian girl, they don't seem to get that I actually understand 
general English. But oh well, must be really strange for them to encounter me 
too, a girl crossing the face of the earth, coming from a small country in the 
north where three languages at school is a common thing. Everyone was indeed 
welcoming. The Australian kind, with this I mean all people living in Australia 
in general, is a laid back one. They don't judge you, and are almost insanely 
curious about the outside world. It is really weird for me thinking about how far 
away everything is. In Norway, after all, a few hours would be more than 
enough to reach several nearby countries. 

I am, as always, very unlucky, so far I have walked into ten doors, two walls, 
and I have fallen on flat ground three times, that I remember that is. Oh well, 
my parents always told me I had a special talent in doing such things. I didn't 
get hurt, though my pride might be a bit sore. What more is there to say? My 
stay so far has been marvelous, the people interesting, in a good way, the 
weather rather nice. I already went for a swim, 18 degrees in the water, warm to 
my standards, though the locals call me crazy for bathing in such ''cold'' water. I 
hope whoever reads this will get a feeling of how I feel so far, and I hope these 
someone’s enjoy the rest of their day. 

Sev 

 
 

Severine is hosted by the Rotary Club of South West Rocks 
 



 
 
 THE MONTH OF JULY 
 
So the month of July was mainly filled up with a little adventure known as EURO TOUR!!! 
The tour started in the Southern Swedish city of Malmö, we left on the 1st of July and 
travelled, by bus, through Denmark to Berlin, then to Cracow, Prague, Salzburg, Zell am See 
(Austria), Li Do Jesulo (Italy), Venice, Chambery (France), Paris and then Remcheid 
(Germany).  
 
However, my Euro tour really started three days beforehand as I stayed with my friend Phil 
from the USA in a little town near Malmö called Ystad (pron. E-stad). The really strange part 
about this part of Sweden is that everyone has a very strange dialect, known as Skånska (as 
the area is Skåne or Scania in English). Skånska is pretty much a mix between Swedish and 
Danish and is so hard to understand. It took me a while to understand what Phil’s host Mum 
was talking about when I first got there, but I managed it after a while. Skåne is like a 
completely different country to the rest of normal Sweden; there aren’t many forests, just 
fields for crops, the houses aren’t that typical Swedish red, more just Danish white, and there 
are many fields of just flowers, which were very nice. We were also joined by Nick, also 
from the States, who was staying with Phil before Euro Tour. We did many things here; saw 
the Swedish equivalent to Stone Hedge, the meditation place of former U.N secretary Dag 
Hammarskjöld and the southern-most point of Sweden.  
 
After these couple of days of exchange student fun we headed off to Malmö to officially 
begin Euro Tour 2010. It was great arriving at the hotel we were all staying at and meeting all 
the exchange students I haven’t seen for at least a month, as well as meeting a lot of new 
ones. So we all went out to dinner, just a simple hamburger sufficed this night. My friends 
and I decided to spend the night exploring Malmö. As Sweden’s third largest city, Malmö 
was very impressing. After spending some great time with some great people we all packed it 
in, ready for the morning, when the real fun would begin. 
 
JULY 1ST Day 1 
We woke up bright and early for the introduction presentation. This was all fine and dandy 
and straight after we jumped on the bus that would be our home for the next 17 days. After a 
long drive we finally arrived in Germany’s capital Berlin. It was really strange to see some of 
the things I remember from the last time I was in Berlin. I would keep on annoying my 
friends by saying ‘oh that is…’ and ‘this is where…’ After some time trying to negotiate the 
big double decker bus through the narrow streets of Berlin, we finally found a place to park 
and we all enthusiastically carried our baggage to the hotel. After the tiresome task of taking 
everything to the rooms, we all headed out for a German dinner, which did include the 
wonders of sour krauts. On the whole this was a very good way to start the tour.  
 
JULY 2ND Day 2 
We all got up on this day for our quick tour of mainland Europe’s largest city we saw the 
Brandenburg Bridge, many great old buildings Checkpoint Charlie, the East Side Gallery, 
and also the remains of the Death Strip which has been converted into a museum. All of these 



things were amazing, my most favourite was the East Side Gallery, we all signed the wall as 
well just under the Danish exchange students, I think I saw Laura’s signature. The art on here 
was amazing; it truly summed up the culture of Berlin. After our tour had finished I managed 
to meet up with some of the girls who I had met last time I was in Berlin. It was great to see 
them again and they gave us a little tour of parts of Berlin. After a little tour it was, 
unfortunately time to say goodbye. We all headed back to the hotel for dinner, and then 
explored some of the Berlinese nightlife, as well as some of the great sights.  
 
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JULY 3RD Day 3  
So on this day we all woke up bright and early ready to head off to our new destination, 
Poland. It was a very early morning, and it was a little difficult to find motivation to get up 
and moving. Nonetheless we all managed to get aboard the bus and head off into Poland. It 
was really sad saying goodbye to Berlin. That city means a lot to me, after all the memories 
and friends I have made there. However, as we headed into Poland we were equally excited. 
Especially as we noticed that the road became incredibly bad and the bus started bumping 
incredibly. After a while sitting or sleeping on the bus we all stopped off in a small petrol 
station for lunch. It was absolutely stinking hot here as well. We had to duck under the shade 
of a truck for shelter.  
 
 
 
 
 



We all decided that the Polish country side was miles below that of Sweden. It was very flat 
and quite boring, at least these parts. It was still a very nice country to see. You could see 
some of the incredibly old houses, and as we got closer to Cracow we caught glimpses of 
some very old castles. It was truly amazing to think about just how old this country was, and 
all the history, from the Mongol invasion, to the holocaust.  
 
This sense of incredible historic significance multiplied after we got to the city of Cracow 
itself. It seemed as though in Germany, where a building had started to decay, there had been 
some effort to restore it, however in Cracow, these efforts have either been abandoned or 
never started. It was an incredibly old city.  
On the first night we were here coincided with the annual Jewish festival. We all had dinner 
at the Jewish restaurant. The food here was absolutely amazing, and to make things better we 
had a live triplet of musicians performing for us. They were incredibly good. They put so 
much emotion into their music it was amazing.  
 
So after this amazing dinner we all headed back to the hotel for an early night. 
 
JULY 4th Day 4 
So on this day we had another early day and headed off into Cracow to begin the sightseeing. 
We had a short bus tour of the city. Then we headed off into the castle. This was a really 
incredible place. It was incredibly old, and incredibly historic. We learnt that many kings 
were married here and ruled from here. We also learnt that the administration of all of Nazi 
occupied Poland took place from this castle.  
 
After viewing this castle we headed off down into the city itself. We saw just how old the city 
itself was. The cobble stone pathways, there was even places where people used to put out 
there torches in the Middle Ages. I was also very amused when I saw a busking couple. I 
gave them money, and they asked if I was from the USA. I said no Australia, and to my great 
surprise they started playing Walt Sing Matilda. We were left to explore Cracow by 
ourselves. This we did and enjoyed it very much. It was an amazing city. 
 
After about two hours in Cracow, we all jumped on the bus to head off to Auschwitz. I had to 
admit I was very nervous about this. After all it is probably the most evil place in 20th century 
history. The whole experience was very emotionally draining. I think everyone was very 
shocked by it, especially after entering one of the gas chambers. Some of the other exhibits 
were also incredibly difficult to experience, or even to look at. There were lots of tears and 
emotions flying everywhere.    

 



JULY 5th Day 5 
This was the day that we would leave Poland and head off into Czech Republic and Prague. 
We all thought that the scenery in Czech was incredibly better than Poland. So after a 
delightful drive through this country we finally arrived on the outskirts of Prague, and to our 
hotel. We had a lot of fun hanging in the hotel; it was an incredibly large hotel. We actually 
learnt that the Dalai Lama stayed here. The night was fairly quiet, as we were all exhausted.  
 
JULY 6th Day 6 
On this day we all got up and explored the wonderful city of Prague. My friend Fuzz best 
described it as being one giant museum. All of the buildings were fantastic and the streets 
were amazing. We all had lunch and then went off to explore the city and go souvenir 
shopping. Prague in general was probably my favourite city on Euro Tour. When we started 
our tour, I proudly put on my Fremantle Dockers scarf, which came in handy as at one point 
it absolutely poured down rain. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 7th Day 7 
After the fun or Prague we were not really sure what to expect of Austria. We were very 
pleasantly surprised. Austria is an incredibly beautiful country. Especially as we drove 
through the eastern Alps. Which were incredibly beautiful. We stopped off in the fantastic 
city of Salzburg. After spending an hour here, seeing the place where Mozart was born, and 
seeing many scenes from the movie The Sound of Music, we were back on the Bus and 
heading towards a tiny town known as Zell Am See, in a Alpine Valley. We all decided to 
swim in the lake which was truly fantastic and quite warm. However, after a long day of 
travelling we were very tired, so had an early night.  
 
JULY 8th Day 8 
This day was the day of our big hike. We all hiked up a mountain 2500 meters above sea 
level. It was incredibly hard and took up two hours of constant walking. We were actually 
surprised to find that our guide was an Australian. After we finally got to the top we were all 
incredibly happy and enjoyed the sunshine a lot. It was one of the greatest achievements of 
my life, easily.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 9th Day 9 
It was really hard to say goodbye to Austria, we all had such an incredible time there. 
However we all looked forward to Italy, our next country. We saw a lot more mountains that 
blew our minds. After a bit more of a drive we arrived in Li Do Jesulo, a town about an hour 
from Venice. This town actually reminded me a lot of Woolgoolga, built right on the beach, 
which we took to our advantage, beaching it whenever we had nothing to do. There was a lot 
of shopping and fun undertaken here. 
 
JULY 10th Day 10 
This was our first completely free day of the tour. It was really nice we just chilled out at the 
beach all day, eating Italian food and shopping around town. 
 
JULY 11th Day 11 
We spent the first half of this day in Li Do again, however, the second part of the day we 
went to Venice. This was an amazing city, or it would have been if there weren’t so many 
tourists. Nonetheless, I was still incredibly glad I came to the city. We had our gondola tour 
of the canals, which blew our minds. The city was amazing and we all had very awesome 
Venetian ice creams, as it was incredibly hot. We saw many great sites, but I think were also 
very happy to get back on the boat to Li Do. It was far too hot that day for the stuffy crowded 
streets of Venice.  
 
 
JULY 12th Day 12 
So it was finally time to say goodbye to Italy and hello to France. We drove through some 
magnificent towns in northern Italy and saw some incredibly old castles and churches. We 



loved this part of Europe, and wished we could stay here for the whole trip. The hotel we 
stayed at in Chambery was too far away from everything and we couldn’t see much of the 
city. So we all went to sleep fairly early, eager for the next day and Paris. 
 
JULY 13th Day 13 
As we left the city of Chambery we knew we were in for a good day. We spent a long time 
driving to Paris, but all enjoyed the nice French country side. When we finally arrived in 
Paris we all immediately saw the Eiffel Tower. I didn’t realise just how huge it was. We 
drove around for a little more and finally got to our hotel. After exploring the area around our 
hotel for a little bit, we all headed out to see the pre-Bastille day celebrations. We had lots of 
fun talking to patriotic Parisians. 
 
JULY 14th Day 14 – Bastille Day 
We all headed out early to see the famous parade. I caught a glimpse of Nikolas Sarkosi, the 
French President. We also saw a lot of the wonderful parade and the jets and army cars and 
stuff. Just as we were about to head back to the hotel to regroup with everyone, it started 
pouring with rain, being Bastille day all of the undercover areas were packed with people. So 
we had no option but to get absolutely drenched in rain. After finally returning to the hotel 
and getting changed we had lunch then headed for the famous building housing the crypt of 
Napoleon. The amount of rain was astronomical; there was news of small buildings 
collapsing and things like that. We were actually unable to see the crypt itself because of the 
amount of rain, which was a real shame. Fortunately the museum still had some exhibits 
open. So it wasn’t a complete failure. We also saw much of the French army equipment, as if 
they were being all show off for Bastille Day. We had a very nice meal when we returned 
back to the hotel.  
 
JULY 15th Day 15 
This was our tour day of Paris we saw many fantastic things including the Louvre, the Eiffel 
Tower, and Notre Damn. After the tour ended we decided we would explore Paris in a little 
more detail we returned to the Louvre, and the Notre Damn. We also went back to the Eiffel 
Tower, but unfortunately had no time to climb it, and vowed to return that night. We returned 
to the hotel for a very French dinner. Which was amazing after this a few of us all travelled to 
the Arc De Triumph and climbed it; it was amazing to see the city of Paris by night. After this 
we all moved as fast as we could towards the tower. Unfortunately we couldn’t go all the way 
to the top, because it was too late, but we did get half way. Coincidently it was a friend of 
mine’s birthday the next day, so we waited until twelve o’clock for her, and sung happy 
birthday for her in Swedish, much to the confusion of many tourists. This was one of the best 
experiences on the whole tour.  After this we all returned to the hotel, after saying goodbye to 
the tower.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 16th Day 16 
We were really close to the end now. We spent most of this day travelling, stopping off in 
Brussels for a little bit and then moving on to Remscheid in Germany. We all had a goodbye 
party here, having a great time, just chilling with everyone relaxing after 16 days of 
travelling. 
 
JULY 17th Day 17 the last day. 
This was an emotional day for everyone on Euro Tour. It was very hard to say goodbye and 
very hard to return back to normal exchange life. We all promised to meet up sometime 
again.  
 
It was strange returning home to Sweden, but in a way nice. I spent the rest of the month in a 
small Swedish town with my host family, enjoying the sun and the ocean. However I do 
really miss everyone on the Euro Tour and wish I could go back. 
 
AND THAT WAS JULY!!!! 

Tom is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga 



 
Well another month has come and gone and I am writing yet another Yepper. I included in 
my last yepper that it has been really cold weather here, around 13-14 degrees everyday and 
that I was praying for warm weather. Turns out that we are going to have cold weather for the 
rest of summer! I bet it will be warm and sunny when I return back to school at the end of 
August! July was quite a busy month; it started off with my week long trip to southern 
Norway, a place called Arendal to visit one of the exchange students.  

After a flight and a 5 hour train ride I arrived 
in the summer town of Arendal, it was really 
nice to get out of the train and feel no need 
for a jumper as it was over 20 degrees �  
Here we were going to one of the biggest 
music festivals in Norway, Hove festivalen! 
We saw such bands as Vampire Weekend, 
Paramore, Muse, Pendulum, Empire of the 
Sun, Two Door Cinema Club and many 
Norwegian bands, it was so great and my first 
music festival ever! I met so many different 
people and had so much fun. After the 
festival was over Zoe and I (Zoe is also 
Australian) spent some time with her host 

Counsellor and he took us around the island of Arendal in his boat. I was in complete and 
utter bliss, sun shining every day, temperature always over 20 degrees and swimming in the 
ocean everyday! (Although the water was around 16 degrees which was kind of shocking to 
the body at first). It was a bummer to come home to Ålesund where it was 13 degrees and 
raining! 
A couple of days after I got home, it was my host brothers 
wedding. I helped them organise the venues which was a 
lot of organising! ON the day we went to a church 
ceremony where they were married, everyone was crying 
because it was so beautiful, even I did and then from there 
we went to this beautiful old building where the dinner 
and party was. It was just beautiful, huge old building 
with high ceilings and massive chandeliers, even amazing 
architecture on the outside; I was in love with it. Then we 
had three course dinner with many many speeches and 
songs in between each meal, I’m so glad I can understand 
a little Norwegian otherwise I would have sat there for 4 hours not understanding a thing! 
Just have to add that the food was amazing and I was pretty much drooling at the mouth after 
each meal! Then after the dinner, more alcohol came out, cakes and the tables were moved so 
there was space to dance! The wedding was lovely and I loved all the little quirks of 
traditions that Norwegians have. 



As my host brother was an exchange student in the 
USA, his host parents came over for the wedding 
and stayed with my host parents, after the wedding 
we were taking a week long road trip with the end 
destination being Oslo. It was strange speaking 
English again and I kept accidently speaking 
Norwegian to the Americans. First we travelled to 
my host families cabin in the mountains, it was 
terrible weather the whole time and they did not get 
to see how beautiful the mountains were because an 
extremely thick fog! From the mountains we 

continued south to a place that was 1500m high. This is where 
I saw my first glacier! And it was gorgeous weather the whole 
day.  
We then drove down the valley to the most beautiful fjord I 
have ever seen, the colour of the water was indescribable, I 
was just in aura the whole time. We drove through so many 
places and saw so many different things it was great. We spent 
3 days in the capital city of Oslo which was great because I 
hadn’t had much time exploring it before. We visited the King 
and Queens castle as they are at their summer palace for 
summer. Even though it is a relatively small castle, the 
architect did a really good job of making it look massive! I felt 
so Royal walking through the castle �  the whole week was 
amazing; we did so many different things and ate a lot of 
awesome food! 

The next weekend 
my host parents and 
I went for a weekend long hike in the mountains. I 
wasn’t sure if I would make it because I had never 
done that before and especially with a big backpack 
on my back! After three very very steep hills, 4 
hours of walking and 1550m up in the air, we made 
it to the cabin. The feeling was incredible! I had 
never done anything like that in my life and the 
view was amazing! There are no trees or anything 
above 1000m and the only way to describe it 
(quoted by a German boy) “it looks like the moon”. 

It was so strange, so far from civilisation, I sat down and closed my eyes for a couple of 
minutes and listened only to find that I could not hear a single thing! No birds, no wind, no 
running water, no people talking, just nothing. Definitely the first time I have ever 
experienced that. You gotta love Norway! In the cabin we had no electricity or no hot water 
so no showers; it was all boiled on the fire place and a gas oven to cook the food. It was nice 
living like that. Talking and playing cards to entertain ourselves. The next day was scary 
going back down the hill but when I reached the bottom and looked up, I felt so 
accomplished. 
The next weekend I was selling strawberries �  
Brianna 
 

Brianna is hosted by the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga 
 
 



 
Hi everyone! 

 
And suddenly there was only one day left. My bag started to take shape and so did my nerves. 
I did feel surprisingly calm those last few days I had back in Sweden. I said farewell to my 
friends and went home for a last evening with my family. I packed my last stuff the following 
day and my parents and my grandma drove me to the airport in Gothenburg. We said 
goodbye and it still felt very unreal that I am actually going to Australia.. for a whole year.. 
on my own. I caught the flight 9:25 to Stockholm where I was supposed to meet the other 
exchange students. Together we all flew to Bangkok and from there those who were going to 
New Zealand went one way and those who were going to Australia, went the other way. At 
Sydney airport a Rotarian member met me drove me to his house 10 minutes away where I 
stayed the night over. The following day he and his wife took me for a road trip around 
Sydney before my flight to Coffs Harbour departure 1:25 and arrived to Coffs around 3:30. 
My Counsellor drove me to my new home at Mullaway, near Woolgoolga.  
I arrived three weeks ago but it seems so much longer. There have been so many new 
impressions; so many new places and I have met so many new people. School started fairly 
quickly after my arrival. The school here is a bit different from what I am used to. The 
uniforms for example or the lunch food you have to remember to bring everyday and not to 
forget mention the kangaroos in the school garden. The few beaches we have in Sweden can 
be very beautiful, but they are nothing compared to those I have seen here. The landscape 
here is incredible and that most of the people here just take it all for granted is a shame :) 
People here are very friendly and glad to help. Something I have noticed when it comes to the 
youths here is how little they know about the surroundings around Australia. People have 
asked me funny questions. Do you eat cake in Sweden?  
In one week I am looking forward to meeting the other students at the orientation camp. And 
I’m really looking forward to see all that Australia has to offer the following twelve months! 
 
Cheers  
Stina 



   
Mullawarra Beach - 5 minutes from home                          First impression Woolgoolga 
Beach 
 

 
Stina at Pet Porpoise Pool Coffs Harbour 
 



 
Camping at Brooms Head - with kangaroos 
 

Stina is hosted by the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga 
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First Report 
Six weeks now. 
I arrived at the 26th of June 2010 at 10.00am in Coff's Harbour. My aunt Pia, my uncle Peter, 
my cousins Felix and Katharina and my Counsellors James and Diana waited already on the 
airport to welcome my sister Emma, my father and me at the airport. 
We went to Sawtell for something to drink and of course to see the sea and maybe to keep us 
awake, so our jet-lag wasn't too bad. It was wonderful ! 
The sea was absolutely great. I couldn't take my eyes off it. 
I've been there last Sunday again, after we picked up Johnny from Coff's Harbour Airport.  
And I was impressed again.  
But that's another story :) 
For welcome, we had a great winter solstice fire in the garden and nearly all the neighbours 
came to meet us after 12 long years again; When I have been four years old, we have been 
here with my mother once. But I can't remember very well :) 
The first week, Emma and I were absolutely useless, because we were so tired. The time, we 
didn't sleep, we hung around in the living room, or were picked around by our aunt and uncle. 
That was interesting, because we saw so many new things, we never saw before and we had 
many new experiences. But I was really homesick that week. When I had nothing to do, I 
thought about home, my friends and so on. I was really depressed nearly all the time :( 
The third day was my sisters birthday. My uncles present was a Whale-Watching-Tour in 
Coff's. 
So we went to Coff's at 9 am. My Dad, my uncle, my cousin, my sister and me. 
Emma and I, we were already sea-sick, when we arrived in Coff's, because of the roads and 
the wrong side to drive. In Germany, we're driving on the right side. 
So we couldn't really enjoy that amazing tour. We saw many whales and one of them was so 
curious that it dived under the boat. We took some really good photos. I love taking photos ! I 
took so many here; I already had to import them four times off the camera. 
We've been riding often. It's nearly bush-riding here :) But it's really fun and I'm looking 
forward to every weekend, so we can go for a ride again. 
But once, Casper (one of the horses) tried to buck me down. But the day, when I'm falling 
down a horse was not yet.  
We have to feed the horses every morning and every evening. 
On Thursday we went to a Rotary-meeting in Bellingen. I met Vigga, the Danish Exchange 
Student. 
It was a pity; she had to leave soon again. I'd love to speak more to her, because I worried so 
much about school, and friends here and so on. She's a really tough girl. And I like her hair 
:D 
I really like it here. Every time I have to do something. That's what I missed at home in 
Germany. I was so bored, because I had nothing to do. 
All right. Back to the main thing. 
The second week, my father took us direction north, hopeful to catch the sun, because it was 
really, really cold in Bellingen.  
So we borrowed a little car and drove to Byron Bay. I love the beach there ! It was so pretty 
and all people we've met were friendly and open-hearted.  



I had a two hours walk alone along the beach. It was so amazing to see the waves breaking 
and I was disappointed, because I couldn't get a good picture of that powerful and marvellous 
ocean. I just sat down and looked at it for maybe half an hour. I couldn't get my eyes off that 
wonderful thing. Never could I take my eyes off the ocean. It's hard work for me to do that :) 
But it's not a problem, I think ;) 
After Byron Bay, we went to an Art Farm near Nimbin. That was a unbelievable experience ! 
It was kind of outside living. It was cold, but it was good ! 
Every evening after dinner (outside), we sat down for more than two hours and just talking 
and singing with other people. And freezing of course :) 
My Dad wanted to do bush walking all the time, but the weather was too bad, so most of the 
time we've been inside :( 
But one day, we've been to Nimbin !! 
That was soooooo great !! 
The whole city is full of colours and food :) 
I like it there :) 
It's the heaviest Hippie-town I've ever been to. 
But it was a really great experience to see how other people live. When we had coffee outside 
in the afternoon, there were five or six lorikeets on our table. But we hadn't our camera at 
hand :( 
Not a really good timing. 
We drove back on Sunday. My Dad and my sister wanted to leave on Thursday to New 
Castle to meet my cousin one more time, because they had to leave Australia on Saturday. So 
we went to Coff's on Monday again to see the Dolphin Show. We've been there 12 years ago 
once, but I just can’t remember, how I brushed the teeth of one dolphin. So we watched it 
again. Some really good pictures again and I stroked a dolphin. The skin is hard and smooth. 
But it looks really polished and soft. 
The last few days with my Dad and my sister we just chilled :) 
Took her last ride into the bush and ate TimTams :) 
In my opinion, TimTams are the best sweets of the world ! 
They taste sooo good !  :) 
I love them... 
But I worry about my figure :D 
So, on Thursday I was left on my own... 
My aunt and uncle had to work again and school started next week. 
So, what to do ? 
I started to read Harry Potter in English. 
My cousin left his books here, so I can learn English with them. 
I'm reading the fourth part now, by the way. 
Some days I had nothing to do...I was bored and so I read too much. 
On Tuesday school started. Oh my, I was so unbelievable excited ! Who will be my friends ? 
How are the teachers ? Will I have some problems in Maths or something ? 
Well, on Friday before school started, I've been in Urunga with Rotary to meet some 
American students. I talked much to Sophie, another girl from Bellingen, who leaves in 
January to Belgium. And I met a guy, who's going to my school. He introduced me at school, 
took me around and showed me everything. It was pretty hard to find friends in the first few 
days, but some time, two guys came to me and asked, if I want to sit with them. 
So I found Hani, Hannah and Milly. They coloured my hair on last Friday. We had a 'Girls-
day'. I was really happy there. That was the first time; I didn't miss my best friend Steffi. It 
was nearly like when we had an evening together. We coloured our hair, painted our nails, 
baked muffins and pancakes, watched some films and talked about boys.  
On the Sunday after that, we've met Johnny in Coff's. James and Diana picked me up in the 
morning and we drove to the airport. We went to Sawtell again and I was so impressed again. 



And I felt so angry about me, because I've put on tights that morning. So that day I didn't feel 
the sand between my toes :( 
After that, Diana and I drove to my aunt's house to take a ride. 
It was a really good ride and I saw my first Goanna. Diana told me, it would be warm enough 
for snakes and I was unbelievable scared ! 
The same feeling like when I saw my first Huntsman !I call him Frodo, so I'm not so scared 
any more. I think the next I'll call the next Freddy 

Bush ride                                                                                         Whale Watching 
                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                         
 
 
                             Frodo                                              School 

Kaja is hosted by the Rotary Club of Bellingen 



 
Hello my fellow Australians followers of the world wide famous Yepper! 
Like I said, the last Yepper was my last one written from Australia, but because I know you 
all miss me heaps, and because I still have to write things about my last month. Here i go... 
My last month in Australia was quite a chilled time. First 
I went on holidays up to north NSW and Queensland. 
Went to Lismore, Ballina, Byron, NIMBIN!!!, Brisbane, 
Surfers, Tweed Heads, and more! So it was a mad time 
with my last host family. I also got my picture cuddling 
a koala �  so pretty. 

Then I came back to beautiful 
Walcha to spend the last week of 
holidays with my friends and 
enjoy their company. People from Walcha are so lovely, but Walcha 
as usual was SO COLD! But I like it, I still do! So I hanged out with 
my mates all the time and had good memories. I did my last rotary 
presentation and I think people liked it. It was lots harder for me to do 
this presentation because I was hiding my tears the whole time! So 
sad! But I think we all enjoyed the presentation and that was good 
great. 
My last week was a rush but it was the saddest week ever. I appeared 

on the paper TWICE ;) I felt famous for a while, I had a Mexican theme disco at school, I had 
to spoke in front of the whole school on assembly because I got a beautiful present from a 
friend and from the school and of course I cried so bad, when I finished half the girls where 
crying too. And in between I had to pack!! Which was a bit of a mess but at the end, I spent 
Saturday night half with my friends, half packing!  
 
MY BEST FRIENDS IN WALCHA (and the entire world): 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The coolest take-away shop 
inAustralia.  
THE THUNDERBOLTS CAFE, 
where I spent half of my time in 
Walcha and enjoyed every arvo 
with my lovely people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So Sunday morning, my family and I headed off to Sydney. In Sydney we did a couple of 
things: shopping! OF COURSE!, went to see a friend of mine, climbed the harbour bridge!!! 
That was a present from my rotary club of WALCHA and it was the best experience. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH CLUB!!! It was an unforgettable experience!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And finally after the best time in Sydney, I had to say 
GOODBYE to my two lovely families that came with me to 
Sydney. Steph and Steve Roberts and Sam Virtue and Stuart 
Bayley �  I’m not even going to talk about the GOODBYE bit 
because it makes me really sad and depress!!! But yeah it was 
so sad! �  And I love them 3 !! I love my 4 host families! 
Thank you for hosting me!!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anyway! Many many many hours later! I got to the beautiful hectic Mexico City!! And saw 
my family!!!! It was so exciting but at the same time weird! As soon as we got in the car we 
were talking like I never left, all so normal, all so the same but it felt nice to be with them. 
Apart from the fact that I got confused and got on the wrong side of the car, of course�  
 
 

 
 
 
We had a good time in Mexico City, except that the next morning I was so excited to try my 
Mexican food, that I went to this place and got the Mexican chocolate sauce tacos FOR 
BREAKFAST! Of course I got sick and had to stay in the hotel for the rest of the day. Then 
we went to Xalapa, my sister’s city because she had to get to work. So I got to see her just 2 
days! But we caught up in so many things ;) Then we got to my Cordoba and to my house! It 
was weird to see that nothing has changed. Anyway I was received with a surprise party! I 
was tired but I enjoyed it a lot! And after that I was on PARTY 
MOOD full on! Non stop! After 5 days of party after party. 
Here I am again, missing my beautiful Australia! I was so 
desperate to speak English that I went and look for lovely 
Elliot Kennedy! The only aussie exchange student in my city! 
So we caught up in so many things. And took our kangaroo 
photos! He is so nice and he makes me feel a little home. Now 
I am 12 % Mexican 88% Australian and he is 12% Australian 
88% Mexican. We just look like our born countries, but we 
belong to another beautiful country. So here I am, already 
thinking what to do to get back down under! 
Lots of hugs from the tropical not desert land of MEXICO! 
thanks for the best year in my life and the friendships and the 
experiences. Keep in touch xx 
 VIVA AUSTRALIA !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 
 
 

Selva is hosted by the Rotary Club of Walcha 
 



 
Howdy folks, Yepper time once again.. 
 
So this has been a more settled month. Have returned to school after the mid 
year break and it is nice to be back in the groove. 
  
Since I last checked in, there haven’t been any real new developments. There 
have been a few trips to the beach in the holidays, a trip to Aguas de lindoia and 
a small birthday party in a village in the mountains. 
 
The beach has been lovely like always, however given it is the middle of winter, 
the temperature of the water has been less then inviting, but you know what 
they say “No brain, No pain” my motto of late anyway! 
 
The trip to Aguas was one to remember. It involved a costume party, a 
warehouse and about 600 people. As all ways the Aussies dressed to impress 
and we all thought we should have won the best-dressed prize, but unfortunately 
we didn’t. 
 
Joe and I had spent weeks and weeks planning out outfit which changed from 
super heros to avatars in a matter of seconds, but as all teenage boys do we left 
it until the last minute to make out decision and went in a total new direction.  
 
We had decided we wanted to be characters from the cartoon show Dragon ball 
Z. We bought all the material and sewed the out fits together by hand the night 
before we left. My fingers thanked me when it was all finished. Joe had 
anticipated the sewing to take us only a mater of minutes, he didn’t realise all 
we had was one needle and one reel of thread. We were in for a long a night!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst we were in Aguas we did lots of different touristy things, we were driven 
around in a little jeep taken on a sight seeing tour, walk around the huge pond in 
the middle of the city and sampled some of the first water on the moon. 
 
I don’t know how many people know this but, the water that is bottled in Aguas 
is said to be the most pure water in the world and it was in fact the first water to 
land on the moon. Cool Huh?!   
 
The view from the lookout in Aguas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Already half way through the year and having a great time. Can’t wait to check 
in again, so until then my friends, stay safe, happy and healthy… 
 
Cheers!! 
 
Duncan 
 
 

Duncan is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Armidale AM 
 
 



 
Hi All , to again another busy Month which has just pasted. The month of July, was where all 
schools in Japan are drawing towards the end of the first term of school and into SUMMER 
VACATION. This means, that everyone is very busy, but especially you know who – Me. I 
was jammed pack busy with meetings, get-to-gathers, school curriculum activities and 
enjoying all the time I have with my 2nd host family as I am now as of the 1st of August into 
my 3rd host family.   
 
DURING July, Many exciting, Heart pounding events happened. As there is so many of 
them, and such little space I have to write about them, they will try and be in as much detail 
as possible. If I didn’t have a limit on the pages I would surely go over a few I know that for 
sure. HEHe.  
 
 FIRST of all, 3 students and 1 teacher from my school – John Paul College, COFFS 
HARBOUR, came to Sasebo, Japan on the 12th of July on a Sister City Council Exchange 
from COFFS HARBOUR City for a one week stay here in SASEBO.  As these students were 
from the same school, same year group, we are all learning Japanese, and I am in the same 
hosted city as them, it was a great opportunity to catch up with my fellow classmates and 
enjoy speaking English with them as well as speaking Japanese too. As I could understand 
some of the Japanese that was being said and the English too, it was made easier to 
communicate with their exchange partners since I was around which was nice as I could 
interpret and translate for them.  During this encounter with my classmates we went to Huis 
Ten Bosch – a Holland Theme Park and also visited the Mayor well for me it was another 
time but for them their first encounter with Sasebo City’s Mayor. On this encounter with the 
Mayor, we were all on TV and in the local Sasebo Newspaper. This was a great experience to 
have spent with my friends from Coffs as I caught up on all the gossip from what has been 
happening in school, around the country and from around the town and got to do a bit of 
translating too. 
 
My next experience was a Sports carnival held within the students of SEIWA GIRLS HIGH 
SCHOOL.  As this was a compulsory school curriculum activity, even the exchange students 
compete. Sports such as dodge ball, volleyball, basketball, tug- a –war were held. Each 
homeroom had to have one team in each sport and everyone in the class to compete in one 
sport, but if less people two sports.  I was placed into the basketball team as I play in the 
basketball team in my class PE lesson and I did back in Coffs Harbour too. Well since, 
maybe, when I was 4 or so, or even younger when my hands first touched the basketball, I 
was glad they placed me into the team to compete. Last year my homeroom went down to all 
the sports they competed in. went down by what I mean – were knocked out of each sport in 
the first game. But this year got tied 3rd in the basketball. Only Basketball they did any well. 
Don’t know why maybe because I joined the CLASS. Hehe. But as there are only 3 Places, to 
call winners, 3rd place had to be a play off. As the other team had 9 players, my team 6, we 
were a bit tired well a lot tired so well, we went down but 4th is pretty good out of 15 Classes.  
Next there was an English speech contest held at my school in which over 30 students 
participated in. As myself and the other exchange student can both speak English, we had to 
do something a little different to show the different culture and to show people what we have 
been learning. We performed a traditional Japanese dance the two of us together wearing the 



Japanese dress – KIMONO tho now its summer we wore the summer dress – YUKATA.  I 
performed two dances that day, one a Ladies Dance and one a Traditional Man’s Dance. This 
was a great experience and I got to show off exactly what I have been practice for the last few 
months during my free time going to my teachers house and getting a few extra lessons. 
 
As its now summer, I went with my host mother’s older brother fishing and for a swim at this 
island in the middle of the islands area off Sasebo’s coast. As it was a strong windy day, only 
the adults who came went fishing and the kids – 3 of us went swimming and my host mother 
to supervisor. As this island isn’t like any other I have been too before, this has a special 
effect after you have swam at this island’s small beach where no waves break. Here; live jelly 
fish that aren’t meant to be swam with. But as no-one told us at first that they were going to 
be there, we probably wouldn’t have fun but it was a funny day. For a week after, it looked 
like I had chicken Pox as I was scratching as well as I seemed to have Chicken Pox but in 
fact, I was bitten by many Jelly Fish. HEHEH. It has been over two weeks now and I still 
have marks from where they bit me. Maybe they will scar, I’m not sure yet.    
 
Next, as I moved host families as of the 1st of August, our last time as a whole family that 
everyone had free was a Sunday – the 25th of JULY. On the 25th of July we went as a family 
together to a Theme Park full of Roller Coasters and thriller rides to experience. It also had a 
Water Park to enjoy as well, as its summer; there were many people on those water rides as 
the temperature that day reached to 34-5degrees. But it is in fact open most of the year, not 
just summer. This Theme PARK – FUKUOKA SPACE WORLD was around 3 and bit hours 
away by car. But it was sooooo… much fun. ‘MIGHTY MADNESS’ in other words.  
 
As I am not always one for the big rides, this day I was. Why come to another country and 
not experience EVERYTHING. So basically, for the whole day I went on all the Roller 
coasters by myself, but when you’re at the top of a roller coaster 65m, in the air at 130km/p/h 
there was a mix between the languages, and emotions. HEHEH.  I would recommend this 
park to anyone into roller coaster with height and speed, and ready to have their stomach 
rumble from side to side. HEHEH. 
 
As I have many things to say but not enough space, Until next YEPPER 
TAMIKA xox 
 

 
Tamika is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour 
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This month was also my school festival, which was SO much fun. At a school festival each 
class sets up a store or haunted house or something in their classroom and all the student’s 
parents and friends from other schools and stuff comes to see and raise money. My school 
also had a school fair inside the GYM. It was crazy, for about 3 hours different students got 
up on stage and sang karaoke, danced and some girls were even crimping! My class went up 
and did a dance we had been practicing for about a week. I was so nervous! And anyone who 
has seen me dance before can tell you why!!! But everything went good even if I did look a 
little stupid up there because it was so much fun it was totally worth looking like a spaz for! 
 
Ok so that’s all from me 
Sam xo 
 

Sam is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Nambucca Heads 



 
Are you serious? Another Yepper? The time is going way too fast! And I did so many 

things this month!  My holiday was awesome! I’ve been up to so many things! My host 
sister’s birthday was on the 7th of July and she had a party, a Disney party! Was so good! And 
during all the holidays we did a lot of things, you know, just chilling! �  

 

 
(host Disney family) 
 

 And I went to Dunedoo with my host mom and my host little brother to visit my host 
mom’s relatives (sister’s family and her parents). Was so good! The best part of that was see 
the sky in a clear and really cold night (0’C) – really, you guys have no idea how lucky you 
are to have the opportunity to live in a country that you can see such a beautiful sky everyday 
(in a city with 20 million people its really hard to see the stars because of the lights of the 
city). Specking in stars, I went to Coonabarabran telescope, which is amazing as well! 
 

     
(my host grandparents)                          (biggest telescope in Australia) 



 
 
 
  

Well, after a lovely holidays, back to school, and in the 21st we have a really special 
day: MY ANNIVERSARY, which started one day before at Rotary! Ohn, they are so cute, 
they gave me a cake and presents that I really loved! Well, my day was really good… My 
host family woke me up with cards and presents. Than my friends did a lot of special things 
for me as birthday cake and presents. And the whole school knew about my birthday because 
I’m the first student to turned 18 – the school is new! And then a few friends come home and 
we have diner together. And then, on Saturday, we all have dinner in a restaurant in town. 
That was so good! I loved! I’ll never forget about my 18th in Australia! <3 And well… my 
lovely Argentina hot girl came to Port only to have lunch with me! How important am I, ay?  
 

  
(Surprise Birthday Cake)                                     (Saturday night with friends and family) 

 
Humm, what else? My host mom gave to me for birthday a ticket for ‘Twelfth Night’, 

a Shakespeare performance which was in town. WOW, that was super awesome! Seriously, 
no words for that! And proved me that my English is pretty good because Shakespeare is hard 
to understand!  

At school everything is really good. I’m having o much fun! I just know how to use a 
coffee machine! That was super cool! And Australian school has always something know like 
Jeans for Jeans day or some weird sport haha talking about sport, now I’m playing volleyball! 
Aww I missed that so much!    
 I think that was the most important news! Just want too say that I already missed my 
exchanges so much! But I’m really excited to know de NEWS next weekend on the district 
tour! By the way, I’m feeling so old… Am I already an OLDIE? Oh my God! So much 
responsibility! Haha Oh well, I will be fine!  
 Take care everyone! See you next month!  
 

Beeeeijos from Nani, your favourite Brazilian! :D  
�

Nani is hosted by the Rotary Club of Wauchope 



 
Hello everyone. 
This month, I had a school holiday. It was first time for me, because last holiday 
I was in Safari tour. Anyway I tell you about my exciting holiday!!! 
1. I hopped in to the pool! 
I forget when was it. But the day was pretty warm day. And I felt want to go to 
the pool. So I got change and went to the pool, but there was one problem. The 
pool’s temperature was colder than I thought. My host brother and his friend 
were swimming. And they were trying to push me into the pool. Finally I 
hopped in to the pool, but it was freezing cold. (Hahaha) 
2. One of my friends came over ! 
She is Japanese exchange student too. I cooked dinner, I cook lasagna. 
Everybody hate it (wink wink). We watched all of the Austin powers. They 
were funny movies. We spent good time. 
3. I went pet porpise pool! 
I was excited because it was first time for me to go there. I went with my host 
mum and host brother and his friend. First we saw dolphins. They were playing 
with ball. They have a very cute face and cry. And next we saw seals. One of 
them was famous because it was on a lotto ad. Next I got kiss from dolphin. It 
was very good experience I think. I want to get kiss from dolphin again (haha). 
And then we saw snake show with Steve the snake man. I had seen the show at 
the Orara valley Fair, but it was fun! The man put a snake on my host brother’s 
neck. This time I could take a photo of it. (Last time the man put a snake on my 
neck but I couldn’t take a photo) I spent very exciting day!!! Next time I want to 
try to swim with the dolphins. 

 

Kiss from dolphin�  
 



             
Dolphin’s jumping�  
 
4. We went Dorrigo! 
After my host brother’s soccer, we went Dorrigo. It was very fun we went lots 
of place in Dorrigo and near there. When we back to home, we went thru fun 
road. The road was very narrow. And there were many nature. We had lots of 
fun. 
 
I spent very nice holiday. 
I’m looking forward to have next holiday. 
 
Thanks  
Nana Matsuda 
 
 

Nana is hosted by the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour 
 



 
Hello everyone!!!!!!! 
Well this YEPPER is going to start differently, most of the students that I met at the 
beginning of my exchange are back home and that is going to make me feel a bit weird but 
anyway I’m looking forward now to meeting the new inbound students and share with them 
stories and aussie things as well as they did when I first arrived. 
July was a pretty busy month, during holydays I’ve been travelling with my host parents, 
Cath and Ian. The first place that we went it was Canberra; we had a 21st Birthday party 

where I met lots of members of 
Cathie’s family, which it was 
great. In Canberra we went to the 
Black mountain, Parliament 
House, World Memorial Museum, 
National Art Gallery, a Science 
museum.  Also we went to the 
Argentinean embassy where I 
could talk a little bit of Spanish 
and it was good to feel closer to 
home for a little while!!  
After Canberra we stopped in a 
couple of places and then 
Melbourne which I loved it!! In 
Melbourne we’ve seen the Rod 
Laver arena, the tallest building in 
Melbourne where you have a good 

view all over the city, Casino, San Patrick Cathedral, we travelled by tram, which it was a 
different experience.  I also met Ian’s daughter and we spent some time together, she 
organised to go to an Argentinean Restaurant, which was really good, we had a lovely time 
there.   
In Melbourne I met with Steve and Anne, the leaders who were with us during Safari, Rock 
to Reef, and Sebastian, one of the student who was still there by that time. It was great to 
catch up with them, it was a good time to talk about such a good memories from Safari and 

the awesome time that we had.  
Other thing that we did during 
the trip was The Great Ocean 
Road, which I am just amazed 
with that. It is unbelievable, I 
really enjoy that, seriously I 
really did.  The places are 
beautiful there, it was like a 
dream the ocean is so pretty and 
you just drive so close to that!!!! 
After a fantastic trip, we came 
home for the weekend and that 
Monday we went to Scott Head 



for a week, we spent a really good time there with some friends of my host parents. Then I 
started school, which was a bit hard haha, but it was good to catch up with friends and have 
an update about what they have been doing during holidays.  
One of the weekends we went to Port Macquarie with Cathie to the Billabong Park and then 
we catch up with Nani. We had lunch together, which it was lovely and we had a really nice 
time. 
But anyway guys, now I am really looking forward to meeting you!!! 
I cannot wait to go to Uralla and catch up with you and start the district tour, I’m sure that we 
are going to have a really good time!!! 
Love  
Tati – from Argentina� !!!!  
 
 
 

Tati is hosted by the Rotary Club of Taree North 



 
JULY - SUMMER IN THE SUN!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Another month down and it brings me to 7 months completed of this once in a life time trip to 
be remembered for my whole life. It is sad now that I look back after the final old exchanger 
left home and saw the new ones arrive just last week, and knowing in the back of my mind, 
the time for me to say goodbye to my other life here in this unmistakable piece of paradise is 
slowly drawing nearer day by day. BUT Hell there is still a lot more to discover, and until the 
day comes in early January when I have to give my final hugs away and shed my tears I am 
going to enjoy every minute and everything this country has to offer, and trust me there isn't 
enough days in the history of man to discover that. But I'll try my best !!!!!! So July???? 
 
Well the start of the month was spent in Veracruz the magically city by the sea which I 
always seem to be visiting to catch up with friends however again in the sad case of saying 
goodbye as they completed their year of exchange and headed off home. In saying this 
however you can't not have a great time in Veracruz, so with those who were still calling the 
city home we hit the beach many times, parties and the normal things like shopping, cinema 
and of course due to a lot of late nights and strong sunny days, afternoon sleeping before the 
plans unrevealed that night. So the days were spent between Veracruz the city of parties and 
endless sun, and Cordoba my home city which I really love and encourage future travelers of 
Mexico to take the time to stop, get to know, and just enjoy such a great city. (Did you know? 
That Cordoba is the city where the independence of Mexico was officially signed and is now 
a restaurant. This is not recorded in the history books due to issues at the time, but we 
Cordobians recognise it and is a proud fact of this wonderful and peaceful city.)  
 
Time spent back home when not being in Veracruz was spent relaxing and hanging out with 
family and friends. Days were spent swimming and walking around the city looking in shops 
and enjoying the sunshine, food and drink while the foods were spent in bars, cinema's, 
restaurants and parties just letting the Good times rolllll baby. Being so close to my family is 
also great and allows me to chill out at home and watch movies with my mother and sister 
and a lot of nights going out with sister and friends to a bar, which is great seeing as we all 
get along so well, couldn't of asked for anything better.  
 
The best week however of this month was easily last week when my best friend here in 
Mexico came, Luiza and exchanger here for the year with me who lives in Veracruz, who I 
invited and she came to stay with me for a week in my city. This was great because it was the 
first time she had the chance to visit my city, however smaller then her own in Veracruz we 
had a great time relaxing in Cordoba and had a week that has meant a lot to me lately with 
her being such a special person to me in Mexico. The week was spent going down to the 
center and looking around my city and seeing the local sights and doing a spot of shopping of 
course being with a female friend. Sleeping also took up some time due to the events of the 
night spending each night out in a restaurant followed by a bar or club with my sister or with 
friends where good times where had. Luiza stayed till Friday and sadly left in the afternoon to 
return home but all good times must come to an end, just like this year. Friday was spent in a 
club celebrating the return of SELVA, wow wasn't that weird to see her in the club when I 
walked in, was such a weird sight to see someone from Australia standing in front of me. 



 
Saturday I took the 2 new German girls to a party to meet some people in the city seeing as 
they only arrived on the Thursday last week and had not since gone out!!!!! IN MEXICO 
WOWW hahaha. Skipping to today I was meant to return to school but with issues with the 
classes that will start next week which works out good seeing as my brother who went to 
Spain for 2 months returned today, making the next few days full of catching up, and a 
weekend with Luiza in Veracruz to meet the new exchangers in her city !!!! So worked out 
quite nicely even though I am eager for the first time in my life to enter school. 
 
So with another month down, the days towards departure are slowly appearing on the horizon 
of the future but with that brings new adventure and new opportunities here in Mexico, soooo 
until next time I'm going out there to experience them all before this great year runs out.... 
Until next time amigossss 
 
ADIOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSs 
 
 
Elliot the reggeaton dancing king !!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elliot is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour 



 
So this will be my first YEPPER. 
The last days in Germany have been so great. I tried to enjoy my last time in 
Germany as much as possible. So I had a farewell-party with all my friends on the 
last evening in Germany. We had a barbeque, watched DVDs and made friendship-
ribbon-bracelets for each other to remember. My friends created a T-shirt for me with 
a photo and all their names on it. And then there finally was the 24th of July and I had 
to leave my home to come to Australia. 

 
My best friends and me at my farewell-party 

 
AUSTRALIA 
 
At the airport in Frankfurt I met all the other exchange students from Germany which 
were going to Australia so we were about 30 people. It was quite funny with them 
and interesting to find out where they all will go. So after 2 long days sitting in an 
airplane or at an airport I finally arrived in Australia, Coffs Harbour.  
At the airport I was picked up by James and Diana (the president of the Rotary club 
of Bellingen and his wife), Kaja (a German exchange student who will be hosted by 
the same club), Andrew Summerville (my Counsellor) and Pete Bennetts, the Club 
service director. 



 
Andrew, Diana, me, Kaja, James and Pete 
 
On our way home I first had to get used to drive on the left side which felt pretty 
strange but I think I will get used to it. Bellingen is looking really beautiful and I love 
the way the houses look over here. 
The first week I was living with James and Diana which I enjoyed very much -  they 
are so friendly!  

 
Diana, me and James 
 
My first school day was really confusing because I was introduced to so many 
people and had to remember all the rooms. But after one week in school I have to 
say I really like it here, it’s so much different from Germany and  I haven’t  got 
homework so far …�  
My subjects here are math, english, society and culture, music, visual arts and 
biology. I already met some really nice people in school and on Friday I went to the 
movies with two girls I met in school which was really funny. 
And on Saturday James and Diana went to the beach with me the first time and even 
when it started to rain it was still fascinating to see such clear and blue water. Our 
North Sea in Germany is nothing compared to that! 
The water was so clear that we could see the fishes under us when we walked over 



a little pier. On our way back I saw the first kangaroo sign and just a moment later 
two beautiful kangaroos just near the road! 
 

             
 
And then James and Diana brought me to my first host family in Urunga! 
The first time my host mother was talking I couldn’t understand a single word 
because she was talking so fast but they all slowed down now and they are really 
friendly. I have got a younger sister which is 10 and a younger brother who is 12 
years old. My brother and I are going to the same school. 
They have got two dogs, some chicken and two horses. 
and a really big garden and I even have my own room here. 
And the best thing is that I am going to Sydney with them in the school holidays! �  
Next week I will go to the district tour and I really can’t wait to meet all the other 
exchange students!  
Johanna. 
 
 
 

Johanna is hosted by the Rotary Club of Bellingen  



 
 

 
The Month of July. 
This month we hit the six month mark. All I can say is!! Where has the time gone?? It’s a 
little nerve racking to think that I am half way through my year! But we won’t think about 
that now... �  
Okay, so like every month so far in the last six 
months, this month was once again hectic!! �  The 
entire month was school holidays!!! The sun is 
shining and the streets are full with families and 
teens!  
The month began with a trip to the city of Marburg 
to see some of my friends! �  Marburg is a beautiful 
city with a great ‘old town’ that is basically 
mountainous and very steep cobblestone streets. It 
was a hot and exhausting day 38 degrees! But a great 
one! We also had entertainment with two hens 
parties on the same train heading to Frankfurt for the 
evening. Very Funny. �  
The next trip was to Frankfurt to watch Deutschland vs. Spain in the World Cup. We watched 
it in the Public Viewing area right in the centre of Frankfurt and had to stand for two and a 
half hours before the game even started!!! 20,000 people in the arena! The pre game 
atmosphere was amazing!! Unfortunately Germany did not win...  but we came home with 
third place which was a great effort and I think a lot better than what a lot of Germans 

originally expected.  
On the 8th I was again in Frankfurt for a 
day with some of the Inbounders. I met 
up with so many of my friends during 
the day! I did some of the touristy 
things in Frankfurt for the first time, 
including going to the viewing platform 
of the highest building in Frankfurt for 
some happy snaps. �  There I met up 
with my Aussie mate Ryan and we 
headed off to an Australian Cafe for 
lunch where I had my first beef steak in 

5 months. Yum. I then ran into some of the Brazilians: Rafael, Nico and Larissa, as well as 
Rafa from Mexico, and we headed towards the river to sit in the sun. Along the way Rafa and 
I were interviewed by a television crew... about... Football!! (soccer). Television, German and 
Football. To say I was a little nervous would be an understatement. Rafa went first and did a 
great job, and then I was asked. I totally blanked out and forgot the most basic of German 
words! I pulled it together and did a pretty good job... considering the circumstances and the 
fact the others were in stitches laughing at me the whole time. A great story but. �  We then 
headed off to the airport to say goodbye to some of the oldies on their way home. Hot 



summer days, full trains and train delays are not always 
fun, but it was good to see them one last time before 
they headed home.  
On Sunday the 11th July I headed off to Schloss 
Mespelbrunn in Bayern with Anette. This is a very cute 
and romantic castle on water with a pretty courtyard and 
a museum. The original parts date back to the early 
1400’s and the main part was built in the mid 1500’s 
and the same family has lived there the whole time (part 
of the castle is kept private and the family live there 
today). It was fascinating and the rooms had some 
amazing and strange objects; ie. a shrunken head from South America, a painting with a ‘pig’ 

which is actually a bear with tusks and lots of hare heads with 
antlers mounted on the wall.  Bernd rode his pushbike there and 
then we all headed to Miltenbeurg where we looked at the ‘alt 
stadt’ (old part) and then we had lunch at a brewery.  
I also went and did Kletter this month. I can’t remember the 
English word, but it is where you climb on ropes between trees. I 
went with Bernd, Sven and Sven’s friend 
Simon and it was a lot of fun!  
The World Heritage City of Bamberg was the 
next trip! On the 17th I headed there with 
Bernd and Anette for a day trip and to explore 
the city. After some map reading issues and 
asking some locals we headed into the old 
part of the city which was indeed beautiful. 
The Rose Garden in the Residence was a 

highlight as well as the Altes Rathaus (Old Council Building) which is 
actually on the bridge in the middle of the river! Amazing.  

The highlight of the month was 
the city of Dresden. Bernd, 
Anette, Sven and I flew there for a two day trip 
where we explored the ‘Alt Stadt’ which was 
totally destroyed in a single night during WWII 
after air raids and the resulting firestorm which was 
so hot it boiled the tar on the roads. Much 
restoration was done and some of the main 
buildings have been fully restored with the only 
differences being the different coloured stone. It is 
the most beautiful city I’ve seen yet. I can’t explain 
how amazing it really is. Everything is all close 
together and there is so many amazing buildings 

and museums and exhibitions!!  We saw the Grünes Gewölbe exhibition which was the art 
collection of August der Starke (Augustus II the Strong – Earl of Saxony and King of Poland 
in 1723). It is something you must see when in Dresden! Rooms and rooms full of priceless 
and exquisite artifacts! Ivory carvings so intricate, clocks so unusual and perfect , diamond 
pendants, porcelain, mother of pearl, precious stones and even a cherry stone with over 150 
carved faces in it! We then climbed the castle tower and viewed the alt stadt from above 
before exploring the Opera House, The Zwinger (a castle) with a beautiful inner garden and 
fountains and the Frauenkirche: one of Dresden’s biggest attractions. Totally destroyed after 
the bombing it remained a ruin until the early 90’s when after much debate, rebuilding began. 
Many believed it should remain a monument like the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church in 
Berlin, but others campaigned for it to be rebuilt. Building began and much of the money for 



the restoration came from all people all over the world. It is a truly beautiful building and 
contains parts of the original stonework and altar.  We then viewed the skyline by the evening 
which topped off the amazing trip.  
I’ve had an amazing six months here and I know it will only get better!!  Now I’m heading 
off on a Eurotour which will be fantastic! �  
I hope all is well by everyone at home in Walcha and all the inbounders and outbounders 
from our district. I hope all the inbounders have a safe trip home and I wish them all the luck 
for the future.  To those newcomers: Welcome to Australia! Hope you have a great year! :D 
Katie. 

 
 
 

Katie is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Walcha 
 



 
Hello everyone!  
Well this month has been a really awesomely awesome month! I can’t believe how much I 
have done in one month! I went to Amsterdam, said goodbye to all the oldies (the American 
and other countries exchange students) and went to a four day music festival called the Rock 
Werchter. Everything was so fun!  
 
Amsterdam was really cool, I just went for a day trip with four American girl friends. We 
caught the first train at 7am and it took us four hours by train to get there, which is not far at 
all. Amsterdam is only 208 kms from Brussels, Europe is so small and I couldn't believe how 
easy it was so go to Amsterdam. Once we got there we had some lunch, then went for a walk 
all around the centre of the city over the canals and little bridges, there were bicycles 
everywhere! We went for a walk through the red light district and saw all the sights. We also 
went to the house of Anna Frank. It was amazing to see the attic she hid in for 2 years and see 
the real diary and learn more about it all. There was a big line up but we only had to wait for 
about half an hour which wasn't too bad. Then we walked about and went to the ‘I 
Amsterdam’ big statue thing and took lots of photos. There were a lot of little 'coffee 
shops' which were interesting to see, but we didn't go into any. The day ended pretty quickly 
and as we did a lot of walking we all slept pretty much the whole train trip home and were 
back in Belgium by 11.30pm.  
 
Then on the 1, 2, 3, and 4th of July I went to the Rock Werchter which is one of the biggest 
music festivals in the world!! There were 85,000 people there everyday!! I went with Loick, 
his cousin and his friend. It was so awesome! Over the four days we saw Muse, 
Steriophonics, Faithless, Greenday, The Editors, Jack Johnson, Corinne Bailey Ray, 
Paramore, Rise Against, Pink, The Ting Tings, Gossip, The Temper Trap, Pearl Jam, Them 
Crooked Vultures, Alice in Chains, and Vampire Weekend. My favourite ones were Muse 
and Pink and Jack Johnson, but all four days were awesome! It was so hot too but it did rain 
one day. It was the first music festival I've ever been to and it was really fun! 
 
Other than that this month, I haven't done much else. It has been school holidays and when all 
my Belgian friends finished their exams we went to Mons for the day and had a good time. 
They were all so happy to be finished. I also went to a small city in Belgium called Dinant, 
which was the front for the WWI battles between Germany and Belgium, and we went up to 
the top of the Citadel and saw where all the soldiers used to be. We saw cannons and the big 
long halls where they have small holes in the walls for the soldiers to shoot out of. It was 
really interesting. From the top we could see the whole city and the river going through the 
middle. It was really interesting learning and seeing things about WWI, and Dinant had a lot 
of war history. 
 



 
On top of the Citadel at Dinant. 

 
Dinant. 

 
Amsterdam. 
 
Bye everyone!! :) 
 
 

Julia is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Narrabri 
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Jess is sponsored by the Rotary Club of South West Rocks 



 

 
Hey All 
So I’m calling this one my “Time To Get Organised” Yepper... 
Sorry I’ve been kind of quiet lately, but I’ve been running all over the country side and 
haven’t had a chance to sit down!! 
So I’ve changed my host family again, I’m back with the Faulconniers and its great!! Having 
loads of fun and good times!! 
Couldn’t believe how much stuff I had until I tried to pack it all up... I think my carry-on 
ways more than 20Kg and I don’t even try to guess my big bag... Eeekkk... SEND STUFF 
HOME QUICK!! 
But even after two whole days of packing and organising, I still managed to forget my 
favourite hat and my Calender. That means my hair is going NUTS!! And I have no idea 
what I’m doing each day... so not that much has changed really... hehehehe 
I stay with these guys now until October and then I move to St. Marie Aux Mines with my 
Counsellor. St. Marie is a little village outside of Sélestat right underneath the snow fields... 
Just in time for Ski Season!! YEAH!! 
I start school again in September. Back to it again... Can’t believe I’ve just about finished a 
four month holiday!! I think I’m back in Terminal, but honestly I have no idea... That should 
keep things interesting, though I’m really not looking forward to more German lessons... 
hehehe 

 
BEFORE ANYONE SAYS IT!! – YES, I DID HAVE A HAIRCUT!! 

Now for the big news. I just got back from two glorious weeks in Switzerland!! I went with a 
family from my Rotary club and we stayed right on a massive lake outside of Bern!! 
It was one of the most amazing, beautiful things I have seen since leaving Australia! 
Unbelievable! Boats everywhere, The Alps reaching up to the clear skies and perfect 25°C 
heat! 
But that wasn’t the best part. I got to spend a whole day wandering around Bern!! It is, 
without doubt, the best city in the world!! I got to do everything: climb to the top of the 
cathedral, all six-hundred-and... Something... steps (I lost count in the middle), visit 
parliament house, eat waffles and ice cream... Everything!! 



That’s the cathedral in Bern... 
Ubelievable!!  

 
 
The cathedral was the best though... hands down. Absolutely unbelievably huge and every 
inch of it was stunningly beautiful. Massive stained-glass windows, ancient stone, towering 
pillars... perfect! 
Now I’m back and spending every last minute with my friends before they all head off across 
the world. I was in Strasbourg last night for Louise’s ‘Farewell Bash’, and I’ve got Camille’s 
tomorrow... everyone’s leaving!! 
 
Spending heaps more time with my Host Family and its awesome!! We had Philippe’s 
birthday last week which was fantastic!! It was on 
the same day as the Fete de Corso. This is a huge 
parade and fireworks. There were these huge floats 
all covered in Dalia flowers!! So much colour and 
music and noise... It was amazing!!  
I love this photo!! How do you know you’re 
Brazilian?? Answer: Your dress has wheels!! 
How cool is that?? 
The good news is: I think my French is getting 
better... I can finally understand!! YAYA!! I had a 
little trouble writing this and having it make sense... 
I don’t speak English at home or with Rotary 
anymore... friends are a little bit different... I’ve still 
got NO idea what they’re talking about!! 
Mind you, having said that, not speaking English 
anymore doesn’t mean my accent is good... My 
counsellor says I speak “Bad Australian French” 
which I think I something like Frenglish with the 
occasional “Crocodile Dundee Twang” but I’m not 
sure... hehehehe 
Alright then guys, I think you’re up to date now... 
Sorry again for being so quiet... I’ll get in touch more often... 
Peace out! 
Simon. 

 
 

Simon is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Inverell 
 

 


