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Welcome to Youth Exchange for 2009 / 2010. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 9650  
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2008 � 2009 INBOUNDERS 
 
David Schenker   Switzerland RC of Great Lakes 
Vinicius Spricigo   Brazil  RC of Coffs Harbour 
 
2009 - 2010 OUTBOUNDERS 
 
Ryan Williams   Mexico RC of Woolgoolga 
Emily Holland    Belgium  RC of Port Macquarie Sunrise 
Elise McKenzie   Austria  RC of Port Macquarie 
Jess Portsmouth   Germany RC of Woolgoolga 
Reyna Sommerville   France  RC of Bellingen    
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Carlos is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Coonabarabran
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Ryan is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga�
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Vinnie is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour 



 
 
What a year!!! 

I can�t believe this is my last YEPPER! I don�t know where to start! Maybe I should 
start with my great 3 weeks! 
 Safari! My best 3 weeks spent on traveling around all over a half country. I�ve been 
on the bus, the plane, the boat, the balloon, the massive bridge, and even massive rock! It 
started at the 9630 exchangies pick us up at Coffs and Port.  Just first day on the bus, I could 
see that � this is gonna be sooo good. I already have fun!� . On the bus, I met Amy, half 
American-Japanese, that I become really good friend with for the rest of 3 weeks. Sydney, 
We did climb the Sydney Harbour Bridge in the sexiest outfit ever! Oz-jet at the Harbour was 
pretty good too. Canberra, we all could say that we have seen the real prime minister of 
Australia, Kevin Rudd! We went in the Parliament House, War memorial, and Telstra tower 
for the higher point of view of the capital Canberra. Melbourne, the best shopping place in 
Aus! As you probably know, we did do much accept from spending money. On the way to 
the red Central Australia, we spent the day taking lots of picture on the great ocean road. 
Cooper Pedy, the opal town, which was amazing to stay the night in the underground house. 
Warm and comfy it was. Ayers Rock, the Uluru is so much bigger than I thought it would be. 
Most of us made it to the top. (Including me of course!)  After hours of climbing up Uluru, 
the walking around it on the next day is something that couldn�t slow us down at all. Same as 
walking up Kings Canyon, it�s all easy after Uluru. Kings Canyon and Uluru are the beautiful 
huge things that I would never know how amazing they were until I have seen them by 
myself!! I am so glad that I have been there at least once in my life. After bush camping with 
nothing (even toilet) but us, sky, little bushes, and the campfire, we were there freezing cold. 
In Alice Spring, The town was pretty big and citied compare to what I had seen for past 
several days. So, we were there shopping again! We have seen many different animals that 
we have never seen one before and will never out of Australia. We also have seen the very 
beautiful view of the desert and wild animals from the Hot Air Balloon. That was one of my 
favorite times in the trip. 2oo$ is worth it. After Alice Spring, we head off to Cairns. That 
was really the great feeling. I love the smell of saltwater in the air. But I�m also sad to leave 
the red desert that I got use to. We spent a day just on the boat, snorkeling, swimming, 
beaching, and taking pictures. The time on the coast was going real quick. I just close my 
eyes and open again and it�s the second last day. The song was the most powerful thing to 
force the tears of ours eyes. We spent the night crying, singing, and writing diaries and flags. 
And yeah,,, as we all know. The last day has to come. We enjoyed our time together as much 
as we could. The hardest thing to do is say goodbye without knowing when we are gonna see 
each other again. But the thing we know is there has to be once again that we will see each 
other.  
 The first day at �Home� is hard. I believe that lots o f the exchangies spent all their 
phone credit for calling and texting. But we all have to move on and enjoy our very last day 
as much as we could. And we all do it�  
  The last weeks, my first weekend back, I was surprised by a few friends, without any 
clue! At Thai restaurant, I walked in and the next thing I know was people yelling out 
�SURPRISE!!!!�. That was a great night. The next day, I went to the beach in the morning 
(Yes morning�) with my best friend, April. After swimming in TOO CLOD water (in winter 
time), we decided to go on the motorbike to Dorrigo. On the way we found out the some gun 



guy in Bello did something to be on the news again.(never stop being popular, do you, Bello? 
After the flood we still could find something else.) Following days were pretty good as well. I 
went a couple of speech to Rotary club of Bellingen and Dorrigo. I went to friend�s 18 th 
Party. I went up to Armidale for the outbounders briefing, meeting David, Vinnie, Anne, and 
Annalina for the last time. Up on Armidale, I stayed with Annaliana, had a good time talking, 
watching Telie with her. I also went to Anne�s farewell and played Paintball with her and her 
friends. The 2nd last night in Bello, I had a dinner with my best friends from school. 
 My last day was a bit of mixing feeling between sad for Aussie home and happy for 
Thai home. And,, well,, of course sad for the too big luggage. (lol,, not too much. Just 18 kg 
too heavy ;D) 
 I arrived in Thailand safely and happy. My family were there at Suwannaphom 
Airport same as my friends. After that lots of things happened. My grandma after saw me for 
the last time, she pass away. My dad�s car is crash. (But just the car is damage) Apart from 
that two I perfectly fine and have fun. But now I really need to read some books for my 
university exams. And I am too silly for it right now. Happiness have been eaten my serious 
memories. hahah 
 
My best 1 year was going so fast, I have made lots of good memories and good friends that I 
can�t even pronounce their names (and last name) right from all over the world. But maybe 
when I realize it again, 25 years old Poi might be at Sydney Airport do it all over again. 
Uluru, Cairns, and definitely BELLINGEN!�
 �

Poi is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bellingen 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hello everyone, 
 
So this is it, the last yepper� 
First of all I write a bit about the safari tour, IT WAS ABSOLUTELY AMAZING!! The 
other district has been really really good and we had tons of fun! Some of my highlights 
were: 
- shopping in Melbourne 
- Coober Pedy and the bush camp (without toilets!!) 
- The balloon flight 
- Cairns!!! 
- The Whitsunday�s 
 
It was really hard to say goodbye to everyone after those 21 days together but we invited each 
other to our houses already and I�m sure ill see some guys again. I go to Sweden in a few 
weeks for with my family and therefore I have to cross Denmark � 
 
Anyways I had 3 days in Australia left and they were full with packing and goodbyes � very 
sad and confusing. Somehow I managed not to have more than 22 kilos in my suitcase (the 
lady at the airport told us later that we could have 25 aaaarg) but about 10 kilos in my 
backpack AND a handbag whoops�  
So finally after exactly 11 months I left Australia. I went home with Mika (the guide) and 
Noora. Surprisingly I weren�t sad at all. I had to say goodbye to them in Frankfurt to catch 
my plane to Hanover. The first thing I did when I got out of the plane was running to the next 
store to put some random perfume on, after 36 hours I felt so dirty and smelly : D  
And then finally I saw my family and friends again, it was so so good! They stayed at my 
house the whole day and it was like I�ve never been away. I think it�ll be a bit different when 
I have to go back to school in 4 weeks, so I enjoy every single day as much as I can! I haven�t 
stayed a whole day at home yet and my suitcase isn�t empty yet cause I�m hardly ever at 
home. I spend half of the day at our local pool, go to the gym and at night time there r always 
some parties or movie nights somewhere. 
 
So yeah that�s about it� the last and final yepper�.I miss you all and thank you so much for 
everything!!! 
 



 

 
 

Judith is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie   



 

 
 
So June hasn�t been the biggest month�It�s been awesome, jus t not as much has happened as 
other months so far.. 
 
Mostly I�ve been recuperating from the Euro Tour and trying to catch up on sleep�Which 
hasn�t really worked�  
School has just been heaps of tests for all the classes for the end of the year and now we are 
just having activities before the summer holidays which start on Friday! 
Then I move host families again which will be good. 
 
But in June�What have I done�2 weekends ago I went to Vienna with a bunch of exchange 
students and we went to the Donauinselfest which is a huge music festival on the Danube 
River. The highlight of that festival was SNOW PATROL!! It was sooooooooooooooooooo 
good!  
 
The worst part about this month is that so many of our Oldies have been leaving and so many 
are going so soon! It is so sad! The last leaves on the 3rd of August and then from about the 
8th of August we get our Newbies, which should be good! Exciting! 
 
And so now I don�t have much else to report on for June�J ust been chillin� with the family 
before I leave them on the weekend�  
 
So till next month! 
 
Elise 
 

�

Elise is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie    
 



 
 
Oh well. It has been a very long time since I have done a yepper and sadly this is my last one. 
My past two months have been the most amazing ones in my entire life! I can�t even start to 
imagine of a way to describe them to you. I think I had 3 highlights over that period of time; 
Tamworth, Safari and my Farewell.  
 
Tamworth 
Judith Krystina Czeszak decided to pay a little visit to Going Arcade, the band we met during 
the country music festival and boy were we in for a ride� Between breaking down for 
3hours on the side of the highway with bennett to just hanging around together at Chris� 
house to the actual show with a crowd of 6 (which was awesome btw) and watching soccer 
and cheering on the side trying to occupy our very bored minds to the very first time we truly 
had to say goodbye and our first breakdown. I took me and Judith a very long time to walk to 
the car and actually leave them behind. We went back to Bennett�s house in Newcastle for 
the night and the next morning bought more tears than anything else. Saying goodbye to our 
big bro ben left me as a complete mess and Judith as a rock from not knowing how to react�  
 
By that time we finally realized what might have been ahead of us. 
 
Safari  
I joined Jude in port on the Friday before safari with David Bloody swiss, Mika bloody finn 
and Carlos bloody Mexican and later on RUUUUUSSSSKI! On Saturday we got picked up 
by crazy D9630 and off we went to Sydney to visit the town for our first few days� Once 
everyone knew each other (about 2min after we met) we all headed off to Canberra, then 
Melbourne, Warrnambool, Mildura, Coober Pedy, BUSH CAMP, Yulara, Kings Canyon, 
Alice springs� ( Cairns, Airlie Beach, Raglan, Collum beach and for me and David TAREE! 
Being the last ones on the bus we had to watch every single one of our friends vanished into 
the distance� As u can imagine we were pretty much a mess . I still can�t Believe that I said 
goodbye to 25 exchange students with who I spent what was the most incredible 3weeks! I�m 
not going to detail everything for you because everyone else will and it will give you the 
opportunity to read their yeppers too! All I will say is this: This trip has made me realize just 
how much time passes by. I have met the most amazing people in my entire life on this trip 
and now if I decided to go on a world tour I have houses everywhere. Those friends I made 
are the most precious thing I have of this year. They have been the very best of friends. 
Always.  
 
My last 2 weeks in school 
After about 7hours to recuperate from safari I was back at school and was greeted by the best 
hugs from Benjamin, Kimberley and Emma. Just seeing everyone again was euphoric it made 
me instantly happy and managed to blow away my goodbye safari memories for a while. 
Surprisingly those 2weeks have flown and I don�t know where.  From my school principal 
farewelling me on the Formal assembly to signing my paper to officially drop out of Great 
Lakes College Tuncurry Senior Campus to my entertainment class pretending to be a band 
playing the song �valØrie� for me to hugs at lunch and all my last classes, my body was a 
mess. Friday night and Saturday Day was my 2day farewell party. Friday night saw dinner 
and the movies while Saturday brought a Barbie near the beach and just a good chilling out 



afternoon! Until it was time for me to say goodbye to my best friend James and I crashed 
completely in the middle of the park. From then on everyone trying to cheer me up and we 
went to maccas and watch the girls play netball, where I said goodbye to some crazy member 
of my school group before heading home followed by the rest of them. Emma and Kimberley 
my best friends gave me letters and I crashed before even starting to read� I went out with 
each one at the time back to their car and said goodbye� Exc ept for Evan and Tim who 
crashed my house till 1am and for Matt who came back 3times� Matt also played the song 
�valØrie� with modified lyrics for me on the guitar that night. Those 3boys definatly cheered 
me right up by just being themselves. Evan: BAAAAAAH. Tim: I didn�t know u were black 
and Matt: The holy kid turns evil. � 
 
This morning Evan woke me up by knocking on my bedroom window. Him and Jake my bro 
stayed until Peter my first host dad picked me up to drive down to Sydney where I would take 
the play the next day.  
 
As I write this it is now 00.20am and my flight leaves in 16hours.  
I cannot believe it has been a year since I first arrived here, and what a year it has been.  
 
Throughout my year I was lucky enough to have 4 amazing host families. From winning 
wrestling matches with my two young host brothers Tristan and James, work experience on a 
cruise boat and 2h paddles on the lake at Peter and Jacqui�s house, to the Gauci exchange 
student holiday house, where I realize just how precious family is. I learnt to become more 
independent with Joe and Sharon too as they trusted me with closed eyes to make my own 
decisions and always supported me through hard times. I got my energy out with Jan and 
Bob, learnt that hard work pays off and that having a very mature host brother leads to sock 
fights, wrestling matches that I now lost, and liking vegemite. Hum thanks Jake! Bob taught 
me some security tricks too like you do not say your name when you answer the phone if you 
are home alone. I also learnt that 18yo is too young to cook without supervision if you ask 
me. I ended my journey At Bruce and Fran�s house, where I learnt that you need to have 
ABC vegetable in each meals and that having a bird talking to you does not mean your mad. 
But I cannot forget that my journey began at Ken and Ann�s mansion! Where they made sure 
I was comfortable for my first week in a brand new country. 
 
 
My year now comes to an end. A too sudden end for me but sure not the last time my feet 
land on Australian soil! 
 
Until next Time  
Lots of love 
Frenchie!  
 
Safari Tour 2009 SONG � Charlie  
Verse 1: 
 
As I sit there nervously 
Waiting for my plane to leave 
All that chaos in my mind 
Leaving all known things behind 
 
So afraid to go to school 
I�m just feeling like a fool 
All their eyes staring at me 
Shoot me down and cut through me 
 
Chorus 1: 



 
Safari safari 
Take me on a journey 
Rotary Rotary 
All those good memories 
 
Verse 2: 
 
As I finally meet them all 
I only just feel comfortable 
Now my life can finally start 
Lights shining through the dark 
 
In myself I finally trust 
To all new I can adjust 
Its all fun, no more thunder 
This is me, I�m down under 
 
Chorus 2: 
 
Safari Safari 
We are on our journey 
Rotary Rotary 
All those great exchangies 
 
Verse 3: 
 
We spend three weeks on a bus 
Saw the bush and climbed the rock 
Saw the cities, had a blast 
Such a shame it couldn�t last 
 
I have learned to say goodbye 
But I�m sure I�m gonna cry 
Now its time for us to part 
Flying back to a new start 
 
Chorus 3: 
 
Safari Safari 
We finished our journey 
Rotary Rotary 
You made our dreams real. 
 

Valerie is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Forster on Wallis   



 
 

On the 7th of June I went to Venice in Italy. It was 
amazing!!! We walked around the city visiting churches and 
really really old buildings!! My friends and I took a ride in 
a gondola (little boat) and the man rowing us almost 
successfully gave us a tour in English but had a little 
trouble understanding a few of the questions. We ate at a 
restaurant that was run by an Italian family and was much too 
expensive for all of us but was worth every penny!  
 
The next day of the tour we went to Lac du Garde and took a 
boat tour around the lake. It was very pretty and the water 
was so inviting. Shame swimming was forbidden.  
 
We spent the 9th of June in Milano, a city in Italy. We saw 
the big cathedral and the chateau and then went shopping. That 
afternoon on the bus the Argentinean girls put makeup on the 
latino boys faces. It was hilarious and then they came to 
dinner dressed as drag queens!!  
 
After the excitement of yesterday we went to Monaco, an 
independant city. It was so breath takingly beautiful! It is 
on the Mediteranean Sea and the water looked like they had 
dyed it. It was really clean and unlike most European cities 
there were not cigarette butts everywhere. We got free time 
and just about ran for the beach!! Then spent half the time 
swimming and half the time drying before we got back on the 
bus. It was magical. Stayed in Avignon in the south of France 
that night and danced and played music almost all night. 
 
We went to the Palais des Papes (Palace of Popes) and then had 
free time before driving to la Clusaz on the border between 
France and Switzerland. It was freezing!!  
 
The last whole day on our bus trip we drove to Geneva and 
visited the United Nations buildings and took a tedious tour 
in which the man explained a lot of things that were of not a 
lot of importance. After that we went to Dijon to stay the 
night. Being the last night, the chaperones let us have a 
party until 2am. It was really good, downstairs in the hotel.  
 
The last day driving back to Paris and knowing that there are 
so many amazing people that I will never going to see again 
was really sad. At each bus stop everyone was crying and 
hugging each other and it was a bitter sweet ending.  
 



I slept for about 2 days after the bus trip and my host family 
had fish and I am a little sick of frozen or fake seafood. I 
would really like to go to the beach and eat fresh fish and 
hot chips on the water front. You don�t realise how good some 
things are until you loose them for a while. 
 
I spent about 3 days at home and then went to Mulhouse to see 
Molly, another Australian girl  in my district. We went to the 
movies and went to see her school friends and went shopping 
and festivalling for 10 days and it was fantastic. I only went 
home for 2 days before going back. It was the cinema festival 
when I went back and movies were really cheap so we went to 
see about 10 movies!! Then Molly had a great idea that we go 
and visit her aunt in Switzerland so we organised with the 
Rotary and went. It was great over there but really expensive! 
Molly and I went to Zurich to see the city and visit Nick, who 
did an exchange in Australia last year. It was a really nice 
day. 
 
All in all a very nice summer so far.  
 
The first day of this report was a public holiday, a Friday. 
My host sister and I had taken the train to Lyon the night 
before. 
 
Alvina showed me around Lyon and we went to 2 churches and the 
first had this amazing clock in it that was built in the 14th 
centuary or something like that and it had all these 
animations set to each hour. Then we went to see a Roman 
ampetheatre surrounded by ruins and it was really well 
preserved.  
 
After lunch we went to a huge park and there was a zoo there 
and a lake and about 3 couples getting married. It was really 
beautiful though and they had a really cute little train that 
reminded me of my little brother and his train obsession. 
After dinner Alvina and I went to the movies and saw James 
Bond, it was a really old episode.  
It was a really pleasant weekend.   
 
Unfortunatly at school they decided to start javelin and 
running in the 2 hour sport sessions. These are not 2 
activities that I am used to doing so after the 2 hours of 
throwing spears and running for as long and hard as I could, I 
could hardly move!!  
 
My French teacher came over from Australia to visit her family 
and I got to see her for lunch one day. It was pleasant seeing 
her in my host families kitchen drinking tea and speaking to 
her about home. 
 
One day at the high school they found a little snake in the 
door and a man came with a shovel and I thought he was going 
to do the proper thing and put it in the garden but no, he 
decapitated it!! He couldn�t have just let it go in the 
garden?!! 



We had "heat waves" in France and all the French people were 
complaining about the heat and refusing to go outside or open 
the shutters and the kids at school wouldn�t work when in 
reality it was only about 35°C.  
 
I tried to do a presentation in English on Australia and I had 
it all sorted out and it was alright and then when I got to 
school the programmes weren’t compatible between my computer 
at home and the computer at school. So I did it all again in 2 
nights.  
 
I started my Europe trip with the Rotary on the 2nd of June. 
We woke up at 4:30am and Alexs host parents drove us to the 
train station. Molly left her camera battery and charger at 
Alexs� place and so she had to buy a new one at Fnac.  
 
In Paris on the first day we ended up getting there too early 
and had coffee and brioche for breakfast. Then the bus had to 
go to all the other bus stops and train stations in Paris 
before us. We finally got on the bus at 11:45am. We started 
with a tour around Paris and I, being me left my flat shoes on 
the bus and ended up trekking around Paris for 4 hours in high 
heels. Not the best idea!! 
 
Next day we went to Strasbourg and Molly bought her battery 
and we had a river tour that was really good because for once 
the sun came out!! They have some really beautiful churches 
and government building right on the river.  
 
On the fourth of June we drove to Munich and had free time 
there. I broke my shoes and had to buy next ones which weren’t 
cheap!! When we reached the hotel it was a hike up a hill 
before we got there and normally that would have been ok but 
dragging a 25kg suitcase and back pack as well was not the 
ideal!!! The place that we stayed at was so beautiful 
though!!! It was in the mountains, right next to a gorgeous 
lake that was really blue with the snow capped mountains 
behind. Amazing!! And freezing cold!! 
 
On the fifth we were in Austria at Innsbruck which was where a 
Winter Olympics was held one year. We found an Australian bar 
with a map of Aus inside and the Aussies all pointed out where 
we lived.  
 
The next day we drove to Italy - my favourite place in the 
world!- and visited Verona, the place of RomØo and Juliette. 
We saw the Colosseum and Juliette�s balcony. It was really hot 
and really pretty. They had a little market in the streets and 
we had 2 hours of free time.  
 
The hotel was in Lido Di Jesolo, a small beach town and we got 
to swim at the beach!! It was the first time in 6 months that 
I have swam at the beach!  
 



The last day of my report was spent in famous Venice, touring 
on gondolas, walking the streets, eating pizza and ice cream, 
shopping and enjoying life. 
 

Reyna is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bellingen     �



 

So my year in Australia is now over (almost 6days is 
left 13 of July it is over) 
 

SAFARI: 
 
So start with my Safari, my Safari was THE BEST. I really liked it and I loved every 
moment on it. We have done so much so to tell everything should take forever.. We have 
done 8093km (almost) on the bus and 2000km on a plane so we have done and seen very 
much.  
We had some long days on the bus and it was sometimes not the best but still we had fun. 
We slept lot on the bus and we saw many movies too.  
You get very bored to see the landscape.  
But the trip was really the best and I loved it and I think everybody really like it. 
 
Some of the things we have done was really good even if I liked the whole trip and even 
half the trip we did I have already seen so I�ll tell about the things that was new and was 
really special for me. 
 
Coober Pedy was awesome, I love that town and I really liked to sleep underground after I 
had slept in Mildura. That was really an experience and I like it.  I did buy an opal 
necklace there too �.  And we did celebrate Juan birthday� 
 
So Uluru was something else. I did like Uluru and also I did climb it. That was hard but it 
was awesome, I am really glad that I did the climb and that I�m determined enough to get 
to the top. �  
 
Kings Cannon and the walk was good but I did need more water than I had. It was good 
that John took me under his arm when I said that I did want to do the walk, so thanks 
John for that. If I had not done it I would have missed out something really special.  
 
Alice Spring was good too I liked the hot weather we had there. Most of us did do the hot 
air balloon and that was really good and I was tired as we had to get up from bed really 
early in the morning. But they cannot call it a Smorgasbord what we had for breakfast that 
morning. The Queen Priscilla night we had was so good and the boys were so awesome to 
dress up and do the dance and catwalk. It was really a lot of laughs we had.  And 
congratulations Mika, who won that night �.  
 
Cairns was hot and nice even the night was hot so all of us liked it �. We had Robbins 
birthday there too and we celebrated. 
 
Arlie Beach � I just say that was great. The Whitsunday and that beach was the best and 
so nice.  
And my birthday was there too, 18 years I turned (okay most of the day we were on a bus to 
Arlie Beach) and they really surprise me. Minami, Poi and Amy had the work to keep me 



away from the kitchen area before dinner. They had a bit of a hard time with that I can tell 
you, but they were really good. I did give Minami massage for long time before dinner �. 
So when dinner was on and when I went with Minami they started to sing. This did bring 
me to tears. My birthday was really good and I did call home to my parents, my uncle 
called me (and he just laughed when I spoke English with him), my grandparents (the 
answer was yes and no could not speak in Swedish). So my 18 years birthday was really 
good. 
 
The hardest bit on Safari was to say good- bye. I did cry so much. 
The trip was so good and I did spend alot of money but not too much. What I did spend 
most on was my birthday present from my grandparents.  

AFTER SAFARI: 
 
After Safari it was back to school and I was still recovering from lack of sleep. My friends 
wanted to hear everything about my safari and I had really been missed. 
My host family and I celebrated my birthday when I came home. I did get Adam Hills DVD 
and I tell you that I love that movie. I also got a charm for my Pandora bracelet. 
I went and watched Transformer with two of my friends, only we had to go to the second 
session because the first one got sold out, the movie was really good. 
It was also a rotary weekend for outbound 2010, and Poi, AK, Vinni, David and I were 
there and it was a good weekend.  
After the dinner we had I made a speech about my year in Australia and how it had 
changed me. With that speech I did get Bob and Diana to cry. But I really spoke from my 
heart.  
I did also cry that weekend but it was when it was time to say good-bye because it was last 
time I saw all of them. So I did cry alot that afternoon.   
 

MY YEAR IN AUSTARLIA:  
 
So my year in Australia has been so good and one of my best in my life.  
I have learnt so much, changed so much in this year. 
 
When I leave Australia I�ll have been here 11months and 25days. 
  
I have learnt a whole new culture and a new language, Aussie is not the English that I 
learnt in school and the slang was so hard in the beginning for me but now I say them too.  
I have learnt Aussie. 
I have packed so many times, moved, new house, new rules, new family�s so I have learnt 
so many new things and learnt to start from the beginning again with every family.  
I have learned that I�m not shy like I thought I was. 
I have learned to say good-bye even if it�s really hard but I have learnt and I cry when I do 
say good-bye it is hard. 
 
So what has changed?  I was a child when I come to Australia (even though I did not think 
so) and now I have grown to a young adult. I have become a new person, I�m not that 
person I was in Sweden, that person is still there but I have learnt so much so that I have 
become a new person. 
And yes how I look is different; I have gone up in kg but lost them again. So my parents 
will pick up a different person on the 15 of July.  
 
 
 
 



In my year I have decide what I want to do in my life. I�ll be a chef; I want to be a desert 
chef.  
 
So in my last yepper report I want to say thanks 
-Rotary 
-District 2370 and 9650 
-Sponsor club Bispkop-Thomas 
-Host club Armidale Am 
-All of the youth exchange committee in my year 
All people I have meet in my year and have made my year one of the best in my life. 
Very special thanks, to my host club counselor Lorraine. She was there for me when I was 
home sick, sad and just there when I wanted to talk. 
She was, she is my ma ma. 
 
Love always 
Annalina Anduri Ohlsson 
From Sweden.   

 
Annalina is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Armidale AM     �
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Hello everyone!! 
this month has been one of my best in my life with the exception of saying goodbye to 
so many great friends I have made here in oz!!! Safari was obviously the biggest part 
of this month and I will tell you about a few specific days that were great!! 
 
First destination was Sydney...here’s what we did there: 
 
On the second day of safari we went to check out some parts of Sydney including 
some nice lookout points onto the harbour bridge and opera house. It was a very nice 
day overall but still the weather wasn’t too great but at least it wasn’t raining too badly 
anymore. We also went to Bondi beach that day but there was hardly anyone there. 
Very unlike the time I had been there in January where it had been crowded as. In the 
evening when we came back we met some other rotary exchange students from 
southern Australia. We had a really nice evening singing and catching up with them. 
The next day we went to town and we could make our own program. Some people in 
our group decided to do the Sydney Harbour bridge climb. I didn’t do it and went to 
Darling Harbour, Paddy’s market and Queen Victoria building with the others. Also 
we went for a ride on the monorail which gave u a nice overview. And because it was 
still raining we made a few tours around the whole circle :-)  
That day we also went on a boat ride in Sydney Harbour, not sightseeing but rather 
rollercoaster on water, 180° turns and all sorts of other maneuver s were included. 
Then we had another chilli evening with the other exchange students and sang some 
more songs. That night we were all gathered around a table in front one of the cabins 
and people were sitting everywhere and it was very crowded....apparently too many 
people were sitting on one of the railings around the veranda so it broke. Just another 
very funny moment to a good evening!! then we said goodbye because early next 
morning we would head off to Canberra. We had another night in cozy cabins :-) 
 

  
Here is me with my awesome flag and the neat background 
 



 
 
 
 

 
and here’s the broken railing :-) 
 
 
 
 
Another great location of the trip was Canberra. Here�s what went down in the place 
where politics are comedians... 
 
We headed off to town where we went to parliament house first, it’s a very nice 
building but the best part was definitely to sit in the gallery and watch a question 
session with all the high ranked politicians. Questions not asked by us obviously but 
Labour party to Liberal party and the other way around. Now also I have to say that 
this session is shown on tv so everyone acts up alot. Here are my favorite sentences 
that I remember: 
 
�You have no friends Kevin!� 
�You had too much coffee Kevin!� 
 
There were heaps more but I can’t remember them. Sentences like these were just 
shouted to Kevin Rudd by the opposition whilst he was speaking on the microphone. 
Very entertaining and also very new to me! imagine that in Switzerland! 
After parliament house we visited the war memorial, a very interesting place with lots 
of Australian history. After that we went to see all the embassies although I did not 
see a Swiss one. Later we went to go on top of Telstra tower where we had a 
wonderful view over Canberra. Canberra is very nice but not that big. You can clearly 
notice that it was planned to be the capital city of Australia. That night we had our last 
night in cabins... 
 



 
 
Parliament house...very nice!! 
 
After the safari it was tough to go back to normal life and saying goodbye to so many 
great friends...but nothing is forever...not even my yepper report!! 
Everyone had a great time and to those who left oz it was so good to meet you all!! 

 
David is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Great Lakes 

 


