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Hello  
 

 
 
Welcome to Youth Exchange for 2009 / 2010. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 9650  
February 2009 

 



2008 � 2009 INBOUNDERS 
 
Mika PohJola     Finland RC of Port Macquarie Sunrise 
Annalina Anduri Ohlsson  Sweden RC of Armidale AM 
Anne Katrine Ogstrup   Denmark RC of Armidale Central 
Valerie Courtois   Belgium RC of Forster on Wallis 
Judith Czeszak   Germany RC of Port Macquarie 
Poi Chuchuai    Thailand RC of Bellingen 
Minami Kadowaki   Japan  RC of Woolgoolga 
Carlos Garmilla del Pino  Mexico RC of Coonabarabran  
Renat Taktashev   Russia  RC of Tamworth First Light 
David Schenker   Switzerland RC of Great Lakes 
Vinicius Spricigo   Brazil  RC of Coffs Harbour 
 
2009 - 2010 OUTBOUNDERS 
 
Felicity Hutton   Denmark RC of Gurya 
Ryan Williams   Mexico RC of Woolgoolga 
Emily Holland    Belgium  RC of Port Macquarie Sunrise 
Elise McKenzie   Austria  RC of Port Macquarie 
Jess Portsmouth   Germany RC of Woolgoolga 
Reyna Sommerville   France  RC of Bellingen    
 
 



 

This month seems to be the busy month ever!! 
 My school life is going pretty good. I have got to wear the Cooking 
uniform for the first time of the year. The Uniform makes me feel more 
professional, though I burnt my food that day. In the afternoon of Wednesday, 
My friends and I usually go the Bellinger River to swim, because we senior 
don�t have sport. I met James Christian one day, and he wasn�t every please that 
he thought I skip school!!! I had the student pass to show him in Rotary meeting 
though. 
 The first weekend, In Valentine weekend, my host and I went to Brisbane 
and Gold Coast. I saw a lot of Asian there, and also heard Thai people talking 
Thai walked pass me!! That�s so cool!! Saturday, we went to Brisbane and went 
on the wheel of Brisbane and on the boat. Sunday, we went to Sea world. That�s 
ashamed that Pat couldn�t go on rides with me, because he hurt his back. So, 
Gael had to go with me instead of Pat, but she gave up just after the first ride. 
(Poi: That�s nothing, Gael. You will be alright!! Gael: I couldn�t believe I�m 
doing this!!!) So,,, I went on the other rides alone, the Jet Rescue, the Pirate 
ship, etc. Pat said it�s so bad that the Corkscrew Rollercoaster was close, I agree 
with him. Not lonely just the reckless thing we did that day!!! We also saw a lot 
of animals, dolphins, sharks, rays, polar bear, etc. We went home on Monday 
(We had a quick look at Baron Bay), and got ready for school tomorrow. But!!! 
It was flooding. So, we were being isolate. Lots of messages from Judith, 
Valarie, and Anne, were sent to me to ask if I was still alive or not!! I am still 
alive, still now, so don�t worry. :D The flood was pretty huge. I took the picture 
of when it should be the bridge, but I couldn�t see the bridge at all!! It was in 
the NSW news, too. How popular my town is!! 
 We had been isolated by flood, and we also had another isolating thing on 
the following week, the electricity went off for a whole day, because of the 
storm. I know now that I couldn�t live with out electricity. 
 Another major thing is Sydney!! We went to Sydney on the weekend. We 
stayed at my host sister�s house, Cathy and Sarah. Cathy has a baby girl 3 
months old. She is so cute. We had to drive back to Bellingen on Sunday 
instead of Monday, because I had school photo taking on Monday. (It was on 
the flooding day. So, they changed the day.) Though we had just one day to 
have a good look around, we also had our great day. We went to Sydney opera 
house, the Sydney harbor bridge, the art gallery of NSW, the botanical garden, 
darling harbor, the aquarium. We went to have a quick look at Bondi beach in 
the Sunday morning as well. That was a great busy trip!! 



 This weekend we don�t have special plan on except hand out the Rotary 
paper in Bellingen town. So, Gael and I went to the area we were given. That 
was a great walking and looking around the area. We both were exhausted after 
an hour walking. After walking we went out for diner at the golf club with Pat 
and Grand. The food was great!! 
  I met Clare, the exchange student who went to Russia, in the Rotary 
meeting. She talk about her trip to Russia that she had a great time there, same 
as I am having now and here. :)  
 I also got good news from Thailand that my mum will host a German 
exchange student. So, I have been talking to her, and she is very lovely girl.  
 That�s about all the things happen this month!!  
 

  
Opera house                              Bondi beach 

 
Flooding                                    Art gallery of NSW 

 
Aquarium                                  Cathy�s baby girl 
 

Poi is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bellingen 
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Minami is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga 
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Carlos is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Coonabarabran



 
Bom dia caros amigos, 

G�DAY MATES!! 

READY FOR MY LAST YEPPER?! YEAAHHH!!! Now I don�t have to worry 

about the 7th of each month anymore! I�m FREE!!!!!....hmmm... NNOOOO!! WHY 

DID I HAVE TO GO?!!!!! I wanna write more Yeppers! I wanna feel everything 

again!!! I WANNA BE AN EXCHANGE STUDENT AGAIN! 

Mr. Walton and Crombie, would you please accept me in Australia again?! I 

can go to Tamworth! I don�t have any problem with that! Is Tamworth near to the 

Gold Coast by the way?...  

As you MUST have read on my last Yepper, being an exchange student was 

for sure the best choice I�ve done so far in my life. So many things happened to me 

and now I�m pretty sure Australia changed me for better (I�m even hotter than before, 

according to some girls). 

Mr. Crombie (Uncle Bob) once asked me: �Lord Vini, would you mind to share 

your experiences back in your lovely country with us, the poor aussies. Please sir, be 

kind to us.� 

And here it is, the world�s greatest art: VINI�S LAST YEPPER!!! 

(And the crowd goes crazy!) 

 After one year in the great land Down Under, I�m finally back to...back 

to..........BRAZIL!!! 

My trip back to Brazil was great. I flew from Sydney to Sªo Paulo, but, as the 

plane goes through Santiago, Chile, I had to wait 7 hours there before heading to 

Sªo Paulo.  

I thought I was going to stay by myself in Santiago for 7 hours, but then I had 

an awesome surprise. My mum was there waiting for me!! I couldn�t believe when I 

saw my mum in Chile and I was so shocked and happy that I didn�t know what to say 

or what to do! I was smiling and she was crying the whole time! It was the best 

surprise ever!! 

When I finally I arrived in Sªo Paulo, 7 hours later,  I was so happy to see my 

family and some friends of mine (Rayane was there too) there waiting for in the 

airport! I was so happy to see everybody! I missed them so much!! 



I couldn�t believe that no one has changed after one year! The only difference 

I could notice was that my dad has less hair on top of his head than before, but I 

reckon that is not a problem. 

Life back in Sªo Paulo is not the same for me as before.  I can�t stand living in 

a city with 11 million people anymore. I miss the tiny, but great, Tamworth! I miss the 

people and everything! I even miss the huge and unique Golden Guitar! 

My first week was horrible, I couldn�t sleep at all. I was so jetlag and I just 

accept the fact that I was back reality and that everything was over. Every night I 

wished that I would wake up in the next day back in one of my rooms in one of my 

families place. But things changed a bit when school started in the next week. 
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When I’m not busy studying, I always find myself thinking about Australia. The 

biggest problem I had since I arrived was related to my adaptation. It was so strange 

to realise that life is still the same here. Nothing has changed except me. And the 

hardest part, mainly for people like me that changed a lot, is to feel accepted by 

everybody again. In the beginning I felt lonely, but then I realised that everyone loves 

the new Half Brazilian and Half Aussie Vini. 

And that has been my new life back in Brazil. I always try to make the most 

every day. I made new friends at school and outside it. I�m always trying to smile 

even if I don�t feel like. Everything that has been happening to me has showed me 

how much I�ve grown. 

My great friends at Tamworth High School, my amazing Europeans, Asians 

and Latin-Americans friends, the awesome Rotarians, my Aussie Families, Little 

Boss John and Great Boss Wendy, John Sawyer, Bob and Jan... Thank you all. 

Nothing would have happened if I didn�t have you guys beside me the whole time. 

I will never forget the year I called Australia home. 

 

Well, I think that is it. I better go now before I make someone cry :p 

 

One last thing: 

AUSSIE AUSSIE AUSSIE OI OI OI! 



  
 

  

  
 
Vini is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tamworth
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Renat is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tamworth First Light 
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Hello hello, 
 
And another great month is over. The whole first week I stayed pretty much at my best 
friend�s house because she was going to leave to go to Uni. It was pretty good, we stayed the 
days in her pool and went to the movies where I met about 5 teachers :We also planned going 
on a boat for the next weekend BUUUUUUUUT the big flood started, It was so funny. I�ve 
never seen so much rain in my life! There was just water everywhere! Some people from my 
school had to go home earlier otherwise they wouldn�t have been able to pass the streets. 
 
Oh my exercise plan is on progress by the way! I go dancing twice a week, I still try to surf 
and I�m in the school water polo team. They didn�t wan t me in their tennis team though, 
probably because I�ve never played tennis before�. 
 
And then there was Wednesday, I was meant to be picked up by my club president to go to 
Rotary BUT she forgot about me :-D I left town earlier to get ready and she forgot me!! Well 
wasn�t too bad actually, I could watch �Neighbours� instead �  
Another day I had a sleepover at my friend Mitch�s house. His family is sooo nice!! And he 
has a really hot brother well yeah we had a good time!! My friend Kayla dyed Mitch�s hair. I 
wanted to but he said he didn�t trust me, hahaha he should have because his hair turned just a 
little bit yellow  
 
Anyway Mitch�s mum Trude gave us a lift back to Port the next morning and then it 
happened: we saw a turtle on the street but couldn�t stop straight away, so after 1km or so we 
finally found a spot and Trude run back to rescue the turtle but unfortunately it was dead by 
then. 
Yeah that�s pretty much the month, I also went shopping couple of times, well my friends did 
cause as I am an exchange student and I DON�T HAVE MONEY!!!  
 
I forgot my smart blonde moment but!! Ok couple of weeks ago my modern history teacher 
asked me if I wanted to do an assessment task and unfortunately I said yes and kind of forgot 
about it. One day before I remembered it and I stayed the whole day in front of the computer 
doing it. I even missed �Desperate Housewives� and then GUESS WHAT I went to school 
happy like a little kid that I actually really did some work, only to get told that we were to 
write the essay in class and not at home!!!!! Can you believe that?? I�ll never ever do any 
homework again  
                                                         



                       Me  surfing   
                                                                                  Kayla is doing Mitch’s hair           �

 
 Judith is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie �


