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As we continue to enjoy Rotary and as
we individually and collectively meet the
challenge of ensuring the future of Rotary
in each of our communities, | ask that in
this month of October that we reflect on
the importance of Vocation in the make—
up of Rotary.

History records that the world's first ser—
vice club, the Rotary Club of Chicago,
was formed on 23 February 1905 by Paul
P. Harris, a Chicago Lawyer who wished
to capture the same friendly spirit he had
felt in the small towns of his youth, in a
professional club involving men from a
variety of vocations.

That first Rotary meeting was held in
Room 711 of the Unity Building in Chi—
cago and involved Paul Harris (Lawyer),
Gustavus Loehr (Mining Engineer), Hiram
Shorey (Merchant Tailor), and Silvester
Schiele (Coal Dealer). Indeed the Rotary
name derived from the early practice of
rotating meetings among members' of-
fices again to ensure that meetings were
not only fun but informative and an ave-
nue for learning from other business
people.

History also shows that the Rotary Club
of Chicago performed its first act of
community service in 1907. Following the
identification of a community need dur—
ing their meetings, the representatives of
the community acting together as the
Rotary Club of Chicago called a meeting
of civic organisations within Chicago to
establish a committee for installing city
comfort stations, or public toilets, to im-
prove sanitation.

"In common with my fellow members, |
had learned to place emphasis on the
giving rather than the getting," Paul Har—
ris wrote in his book T7his Rotarian Age.

This History of Rotary is the foundation
stone of our various Rotary Clubs today
and it is indeed the fact that each and
every Rotarian represents a vocation
and in some cases a collection of voca-
tions. It is that experience from their
vocation that provides the glue that
strengthens a Rotary Club. It is also
provides the opportunity for each and
every Rotary Club to respond to com—
munity needs especially those that make
a difference to the quality of life in each
of our communities.

This vocational expertise and experience
is also a great asset of each and every
Rotary Club as it is an untapped re—
source in many cases that can add
value to members and potential mem-—
bers through the enhancing of skills via
learning from other Rotarians. This is the
very basic of mentoring and is a critical
and much sort after business compo-
nent in today’s business world.

When was the last time that you actively
promoted to a prospective member, the
benefit of belonging to your Rotary Club
and especially emphasised the voca-
tional experience within your club as one
of the truly “value adds” of member—
ship?

| also believe that past International
President Raja Saboo was right on the
money when he described Vocational
Service as the “forgotten Avenue of
Service” and further that our Vocations
that we each represent and the Values
that we each subscribe to being the
“Four-way Test” give Rotary a unique
position among all service clubs and
community groups throughout the world.
At the International Assembly in San
Diego in January 2009, Past RI President

Raja Saboo made the following obser—
vations in his presentation on Vocational
Service:

“Ethics is not outdated. Integrity and
honesty have not been redefined.”
Ethics is not confined to business or
profession alone — it reflects in totality
and moves in tandem with family values.
The fruit never falls far from the tree,
and your children will be what you are or
what you do.”

“If you take out vocational service, Ro—
tary becomes purely a community ser—
vice organisation. And if you take out
ethics from vocational service, then vo-
cational service falls flat. The world is
full of non—governmental organisations
working for humanitarian causes. Then
there are many organisations espousing
ethics and values. But there are very few
that are equally focused on ethics—
based profession/vocation on one hand
and humanitarian service on the other.
Rotary is one such organisation.”

Indeed as Rotarians, we have a collec—
tive responsibility to promote through
our vocation and our daily life the
“Objects of Rotary” that in themselves
highlight the fundamentals of our linkage
to and responsibility to our Vocations
and our community.

Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage
and foster the ideal of service as a basis
of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to
encourage and foster:

FIRST The development of acquaintance
as an opportunity for service;

SECOND High ethical standards in busi—
ness and professions; the recognition of
the worthiness of all useful occupations;
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and the dignifving of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve
soclety;

THIRD The application of the ideal of
service in each Rotarian’s personal,
business, and community life;
FOURTH The advancement of interna—
tional understanding, gooawill, and
peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional persons
united in the ideal of service.

We continue to read and hear of re—
spected organisations in our commu-
nity and indeed throughout the world
that have succumbed to the “tone at
the top” whereby the requisite values
expected by community are not dem-—
onstrated in the company and ulti-
mately the company fails and share-
holders and employees lose out.

One of my greatest learnings was the
opportunity in 2005 to hear Sherron
Watkins the whistle blower from Enron
speak at a Conference in Rome.

In Sherron’s view the biggest problem
was “groupthink” and in this regard

the important response from her per—
spective was to apply the ‘3-M rule”:
the circumstances if they were fully
aware of all the information that you
have;

think of what the O E E WdEId do if the
information was cast on the front page
of the newspaper;

and thirdly and most importantly what
your OO U [ wbld think if the informa-
tion was shared with her.

Sherron stated “When you feel that
something is not right, find others to
tell and act. Enron’s values included
the values of Respect, Integrity, Excel-
lence and the senior management and
Board of Enron were not walking the
walk. “

| believe that today more than at any
time in the past, our community ex—
pects its businesses and indeed its
community groups to have high ethical
standards and to be focussed on the
sustainability and indeed the better—
ment of the community.

We as Rotarians are challenged
through the very nature of our Rotary
Club and indeed as a result of our
Club being a member and thus a part
of Rotary International to respect our
vocation and to demonstrate our high
ethical standards and Rotary Values in
everything that we think, say or do.
So as we reflect on Vocation in this
month of October, | challenge each
and every rotarian in this District to
take the opportunity to emphasise
with pride their vocation and our ro—
tary values.

My challenge to you is this — position
the future of Rotary by asking some—
one to join your club and experience
the benefit and value of membership.
| recommend that you seek out and
invite someone from your former vo—
cation if you are retired or from a re—
lated vocation if you are still working.
Remember “The future of Rotary is in
your Hands” and continue to enjoy
Rotary.

DG Neville
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The district will receive a small District Simplified Grant from The Rotary Foundation. This is a grant which can be used to
support short term humanitarian projects that benefit the community. The projects may be local or international in scope
and must adhere to the official DSG terms and conditions provided by The Rotary Foundation.

Expressions of interest from clubs interested in gaining a small grant about AUS$1,000 are invited. The expression of

interest should contain information about the project and the amount sought.

International travel, salaries, construction

and the renovation of structures are a few examples of items that are ineligible for funding through DSG. It is expected

that 7-8 projects will be funded.

Details about the program criteria can be downloaded from Rotary’s website at www.rotary.org
Expressions of interest must reach PDG Harry Durey, The Rotary Foundation District 9650 Chairman by
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A Resource Group combined initiative — Literacy, Water & Sanitation & Health and Hunger.

The driving theme for Global Handwashing Day is handwashing in schools. Therefore, a key target
audience is children, positioned as the agents of change. You can join Global Handwashing Day cele—
brations on 15 October by organizing activities to encourage this basic practice . Around the world,

children, teachers, parents, celebrities, and government officials plan to mobilize and motivate millions

to lather up in order to reduce life— threatening diseases, such as diarrhea and acute respiratory infections. Children suf-
fer disproportionately from diarrheal diseases — with more than 3.5 million children under five dying every year from diar—
rhea and pneumonia- related diseases. The simple act of washing hands with soap can reduce the incidence of diarrheal
rates among children under five by almost 50 per cent, and respiratory infections by nearly 25%.
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| am enjoying my last day of freedom today as classes start tomorrow. | am really looking forward to it though. There are
14 people commencing the same course as me and they seem like a great bunch! | am the only Aussie in the Department
of Information and Library Studies and we established in the getting to know each other sessions that | have actually trav—
elled the furthest to complete the course! However, once it was made known that | am an Aussie, it is amazing the
amount of people that come up and tell you that they have visited Australia.

Yesterday Sonia from Rotary took me for a drive into the countryside which was really nice! Aberystwyth has a huge water
catchment area that supplies drinking water locally and afar as well as generates electricity. | also saw copious amounts
of sheep, they are everywhere. | have attached some photos and take notice of the one with me eating an ice cream. We
stopped in Aberaeron which is a small town close to Aberystwyth. Sonia suggested that we try some honey ice cream
which is one of the things the little town is famous for. However, our brief time out of the car saw us get drenched as the
rain came down. So | have now experienced my first downpour (the first of many | think)...all part of the adventure. So
there you have it, me eating an ice cream whilst soaking wet. On the plus side the ice cream was delicious!

Wendy
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next to blue building.

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR
‘TRIP OF A LIFETIME’?

3. National Library
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DO IT NOW!
1 his October marks 95 years since Jonas Salk, developer of the 0 0

first safe and effective polio vaccine, was born. Saturday, 24

October, is World Polio Day — a perfect opportunity to join the EXPERIENCE THE INTERNATIONALITY
fight to end the disease. | OF ROTARY IN MONTREAL, CANADA

Rotarians are raising US$200 million to match the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation’s $355 million in grants by 30 June 2012.
Here are some ways you can help:

1. Organize a club fundraiser, such as an auction, a walkathon,
or a purple pinkie project. Rotary clubs are each being asked to Register online before December 15 to save
contribute at least $2,000 annually for three years. $$$

2. Order reprints of the illustrated Amazing Stories of Polio! for
L z new and prospective club WWW.rotary.org
4 members, and for local schools
and libraries, at
shop.rotary.org. For bulk or—

JUNE 20 TO 23, 2010

ders, call 847866600.

3. Arrange a screening of 7The
Final Inch at a theatre. This
Academy Award—-nominated,
38-minute documentary follows
health workers, including Ro—
tarian volunteers, as they immunize children in India. The DVD

4. Create a link from your club’s Web site to the Rotary
International YouTube channel, which includes videos
and public service announcements on eradicating po—
lio, or embed one of the video on your Web site.

5. Make an individual donation to Rotary’s US$200 Mil-
lion Challenge.

is available at www.thefinalinch.org. October 2009
ctober
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As a Rotarian engaged in a business or profession, | am expected to:

1) consider my vocation to be another opportunity to serve;

2) be faithful to the letter and to the spirit of the ethical codes of my vocation, to the laws of my country,
and to the moral standards of my community;

3) do all in my power to dignify my vocation and to promote the highest ethical standards in my chosen vocation;

4) be fair to my employer, employees, associates, competitors, customers, the public, and all those with whom | have a business
or professional relationship;

5) recognize the honour and respect due to all occupations which are useful to society;

6) offer my vocational talents: to provide opportunities for young people, to work for the relief of the special needs of others, and
to improve the quality of life in my community;

7) adhere to honesty in my advertising and in all representations to the public concerning my business or profession;

8) neither seek from nor grant to a fellow Rotarian a privilege or advantage not normally accorded others in a business or profes—
sional relationship.

1 | Ed %/&EP d « @RID KER Eotling Vice Chair RI Membership Development and Retention Committee

Membership figures just released reveal that once again the membership of Rotary Clubs in Australia has declined when the 30
June 2009 numbers are compared with those of 30 June 2008. The membership in Australia peaked at 43171 in December 1993
and apart from one year has declined every year down to 33812 as at 30th June 2009.

This has occurred despite efforts by the Council on Legislation to make membership easier — we can now have 10% of the mem-
bers from the same classification and the rules for attendance have been eased.

So what has gone wrong?

In 1934 our founder Paul Harris said: “Rotary must be evolutionary at all times and revolutionary on occasion”.

[t is my belief that many clubs have failed to keep up with the times and are no longer attractive to young people who do not want
to sing 100 year old songs (often extremely badly) and fines sessions that are bawdy and embarrassing. Cost is also a factor.

| also believe that the greatest form of advertising is word of mouth by a satisfied customer.

To put my belief into practice | gained permission from the District Governor last October to form a new style Rotary Club — no
singing, no fines, no meal and a concentration on hands on projects. Within two weeks | had more than twenty willing starters
and we had 28 signed up when the documents went in a short while later. Of those 28, 14 were female (by chance) and several
were in their thirties. We have a former Ambassadorial Scholar, two GSE team members, two former Rotaractors, and the average
age was 52.

As always a few found that Rotary was not for them but we currently have 29 members with two or three in the pipeline. Local
projects include donations in kind for a group who feed the homeless and for a women’s refuge. Members of the public who
heard about us helping the refuge have telephoned and offered goods. Already the word of mouth advertising is working.

We are developing close links with all the schools in the area and sent two students to RYPEN and nominated another for NYSF.
We are working on a sensory garden at the nearby Mental Hospital and are looking at establishing a community based Interact
Club.

In October we plan to present a Vocational Excellence Award to an employee at the hospital where we meet.

Internationally we have funded three Shelter Boxes by personal donation, completed one Matching Grant to provide four humidity
cribs for a hospital in Nigeria, provided floor tiles for a hospital in Sri Lanka, have nominated a candidate for GSE and have two
more Matching Grant applications ready to go.

We will host an inbound Cultural Scholar from Japan next year and have nominated a Peace Fellow.

During the past forty years | have met many former Rotarians and nearly every one gave the same reason for leaving, i.e. “My club
was not doing anything.” | rest my case and allow time to be the judge.

My name is Vigga Laursen. | am 16 years old, but turn 17 in October. | come from Den-
mark in a small town called Hedensted. That's only 1.5 hour from Copenhagen or Ger-

% many. Hedensted is 15 min by car away from the city where | study. | study Biotechnology
¢ at my College in Denmark. That pleases my parents, because they are both teachers. | got
2 older brothers: David is 19 and Palle who is 21. All my free time goes to studying, friends
and swimming. | love to swim and | used to be an elite swimmer. But my new favourite

# interest is going to be surfing here in Australia. Vigga is being hosted by the Rotary Club of
| Bellingen and attends Bellingen High School.

October 2009 Webpage:-..http://www.rotary9650.org.au
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| would like to thank the Friendship Exchange Committee for nominating me to lead the exchange to District 1440. | was
apprehensive at the time of selection because of the size of the group but everyone fitted in extremely well. It has been a
fantastic exchange and no problems were encountered other than Lorraine damaging her ankle and about six of the team
succumbing to a throat virus. The Rotarians of District 1440 were wonderful hosts who have provided everyone with a first
class experience and Svend and his team are to be congratulated for organising such a terrific itinerary.

Many, many thanks to Claudia for all the hard work she put into our presentation. It was unfortunate that the electronic
equipment did not work properly all the time but it did work well for our final night when almost everyone concerned was
in attendance.

At the conclusion of the exchange Jenny and | took the opportunity to visit Anja and Bing Tan in Valkeakoski, in Finland.
Bing and Anja hosted us on the exchange to Finland in 2006, while Lorraine and Denis visited Mina, a former YEP student
of Armidale AM. Lorraine had been Mina’s counsellor while she was with the Club. While we were with Bing and Anja we
were told that Matti Wall’s wife Vokka and Anja were sisters so we were thrilled when Matti and Vokka came to dinner one
night together with Ms Sirkka Mattila who also looked after Jenny and me. Sirkka invited us to a District Changeover that
proved to be very interesting particularly as we could not understand a word of Finnish.

Lorraine, Denis, Claudia, Jenny and | attended the 100™ Rotary Convention in Birmingham, UK. The convention was a
wonderful experience with inspiring speakers such as the Secretary General of the UN, Ban Ki-moon, Mia Farrow and
Jane Goodall. The entertainment was wonderful as was the home hosting night. The Rotary Club of Ellon, near Aberdeen
in Scotland in District 1010, hosted Jenny and me. The club hired a hotel in Meridan, just out of Birmingham and invited
about eighty guests. We were treated to bagpipes and haggis and the usual several drams followed by a wonderful meal.
Members of the Club then performed some musical items and the evening concluded with two Rotarians being awarded
Paul Harris Fellowships.

Jenny and | then toured England and Scotland for a month and took the opportunity to visit friends who had hosted us on
the Cornwall 2001 and Scotland 2007 exchanges.

The Team were Max & Jenny Post, Armidale AM; James and Diana Auld, Inverell; Alan & Gail Barber, Port Macquarie West;
Lorraine Coffey & Denis Chellingsworth, Armidale AM; Michael & Marie de Groot, Tamworth; Terry & Chi—Too Drury, Taree;
Noreida Fotheringham, Wingham; Geoff & Judy Johnson, Port Macquarie West; Arthur & Sue Lindner, Port Macquarie on
Hastings; Paul & Beverly Moran, Coffs Harbour; Alan & Elizabeth St Clair, Guyra; Claudia Stern, Coona—
barabran; Ken & Nola Tyson, Dorrigo; Ray Willing & Judith Jackson, Woolgoolga; Stephen & Sue Wines,
Great Lakes. The complete report can be found on the District 9650 website.
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Over this past week, ShelterBox has distributed more than $1.2 million of emergency shelter to our disaster struck Pacific
neighbours who have endured earthquakes, tsunamis and flooding. Add this to a previous month where ShelterBox re—
sponded to earthquakes and typhoons in Indonesia and the Philippines; massive flooding in West Bengal; a typhoon in
China; hurricane in Mexico; and flash flooding in Niger. In total, over the past five weeks, ShelterBox with the assistance
of our fully trained ShelterBox Response Team members (SRT), Rotarians and their Clubs have assisted with the distribu—
tion of more than $2.6 million in emergency shelter to those most in need. ShelterBox Australia SRT members and Ro—
tarians Keith Robins, Hans Van Dyk, Gary Bidner, Mike Greenslade and Peter Pearce have all volunteered their time and
expertise over the past six weeks to assist those who have lost everything.

ShelterBox SRT members Mike Greenslade (Aus) and Andy Holland (UK) have been busy making initial assessments in the
Pariaman district, the epicentre of the devastating earthquake to the north of p £E £01 p d %E @ UGb-diodaB8g«wEh
local government, Mike and Andy report that the latest assessment from UNOCHA estimates more than 83,000 homes are
severely damaged and most will be demolished making the task for our ShelterBox team a very daunting one.

Andy Holland (SRT) who has been in Indonesia since the beginning of September dealing with the earlier earthquake in

~ EGA: “Our resources will be bolstered to assist those most in need with the addition of another two SRT members
over the weekend”. “The rainy season has started and it is imperative we get help to those in need quickly” he said.

The following are excerpts from a report from ShelterBox SRT member Lizzy Treglown (UK) who is in 2 EO iwihvBdistra—
lian SRT Peter Pearce. Working with local Rotarians and their Clubs, together with many welcome ‘friends’, Lizzy reports
the following. “Conditions here are appalling; the evacuation centres are overflowing and it is very tough. The weather
here has already changed and the super—typhoon is expected to hit on Saturday — much more rain is expected which will
make things even worse” she said. “We have been travelling to the areas most in need to determine the best position for
our ShelterBox tents — it is a challenge to find areas of land which are not going to flood but we are making progress.
With the help of our Rotarian friends, we will begin to erect our tent cities to ensure the survivors are safe” Cont p6

October 2009 www.rotary9650.org.au

ddd

ddd



R®OOOxUAOUJdOAUEDdVt t d/EOEdvt ut

Wﬁﬂ
22-25 Oct RYAG Aquaculture Great Lakes //
31 Oct Finish of Zone Public Speaking Finals /l ﬂ’f l«’"
6 — 11 December Honeywell Summer School w i

13 Feb District Public Speaking Semi Finals in Walcha ,;m
26 Feb Closing date for RYAG Cotton POR Mty Ergteae
Closing date for RYLA applications £ 3P T EPTELD

27-28 Feb Closing date for Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition X
12 — 14 March District Public Speaking Finals at Conference in Port Macquarie
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The Dorrigo Club hosted 22 students and 3 A little info for use as you see fit-or not. As chairman of AAS, | received 165
teachers for their year 12 Dinner which we do |images from our Port Macquarie team back from Tanna. | have culled that to
each year on the 15 September a great night |a select number, & created a DVD. This disc will be sent to all clubs for the

was had by all. Also while DG Neville is here | benefit of International directors, but is also available to any Rotarian wanting
on 29 September, we have the Public speak— |one. It runs for just over 5 mins. | thought it a good way to show Rotarians &

ing here to select a candidate to go to the others, just what we've achieved, & what else we're trying to achieve.
zone final. Regards,

Ken Tyson Club President Reg Pierce

Left: This is how our Swedish Exchange
student, Felix Frankenberg goes whale
= watching!!!

¥ Right: Lucky to catch the lazy male waiting [=
for the females to come back from their '
migration. The males only go half way!!!

Thanks to Deb & Peter Farquhar for their
hospitality to show Felix the coastal area.
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ShelterBox landed in , /O G&Eassist families who were devastated by a tsunami triggered by a
deep—sea earthquake last week causing widespread destruction in Samoa and American Samoa.
Twenty villages were completely destroyed and an estimated 3,500 survivors displaced. New Zea—
land SRT members Owen Smith and Walter Van der Kley have been working with the local Rotary
and Rotaract Club of Apia to ensure that those most in need receive our emergency shelter and
quickly.

This email was sent by Rotarian Lyne Abanilla, Rl Public Awareness Co-ordinator (Philippines) to
PDG Dick Garner, Rl Public Awareness Co-ordinator (Australia) and with Lyne’s permission, we
share her thoughts with you. “Once again, Rotarians displayed our rare spirit of volunteerism amidst
adversity. The sight and experiences over the past week of people and many Rotarians working
together to save lives, to feed the people in the evacuation centres, to deliver relief goods to dis—
placed families were awe inspiring indeed. We are extremely grateful to our fellow Rotarians in Aus—
tralia and the UK, the ShelterBox group for the immediate response to the need of the displaced families last month in Zam—
bales and now right in the capital cities of Marikina, Pasig, Tausig and many others. Thank you all very much indeed! Lyne”
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