
Writing the first contribution for this the 
first of the District Newsletters for 2010-11 
is a lot like walking into a new class for the 
first time.  For me, even after forty-three 
years, there has always been a feeling of 
apprehension  -  what will they be like, will 
they want to listen and read, will they lis-
ten only to the first few minutes of the 
lesson and then switch off, do I actually 
have something to say that is worth hear-
ing.  But the moment comes when one has 
to walk through that door, so here 
ƎƻŜǎΧΧΦΦ 

First of all, you will notice a few differ-
ences with the newsletter this year. 

1. Following a survey carried out recently 

by PDG Ken Hall, we have decided to post 
to each club only two hard copies, one for 
the president and one for the secretary.  
This is what Rotary International requires 
of each district, and it will result in a con-
siderable cost saving.  It will also be sent 
electronically in PDF format to each presi-
dent and secretary, or other nominated 
person, and it can then be sent to all of 
your members and to others as well  -  
friends of Rotary, honorary members, the 
local mayor or MP.  However, we will be 
happy to alter this arrangement and send 
more hard copies if you want them.  
Please contact the editor, Di Hall with your 
request if this is the case in your club. 

2. PDG Ken has offered to continue with 

the Weekly Update, sent also to each 
president and secretary.  This is a wonder-
ful way to distribute information, in one 
weekly email instead of a dozen different 
ones, about what is going to happen in the 
near future.  I have been impressed to see 
how club bulletin editors are making use of 
this by incorporating segments into their 
bulletins.  Or, it too can be sent electroni-
cally to all of your club members if you 
wish.  The purpose of the District monthly 
newsletter is different.  Although it too will 
bring to your attention important upcom-
ing events, its main goal will be to cele-
brate what is happening in the clubs and 

district, and to keep you informed of de-
velopments in Rotary International. 

3. We are all conscious of the need to 

invite new members to join our clubs, so 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
names, a short bio, and if possible a photo 
for a New Members Gallery.    Editor Di 
will be pleased to receive them. 

PDG Laurie Barber who has recently had a 
book published has kindly agreed to write 
a column for us each month.  His interest 
in and knowledge of the quirkiness of the 
English language should provide us with 
some interesting reading each month, 
We have just returned from the Interna-
tional Convention in Montreal - in fact, I 
am writing this while on board the plane 
somewhere over the Pacific, so we have-
ƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎπ
ine, I am totally fired up with enthusiasm 
and full of wonder about how much a 
bunch of volunteers can achieve when 
they combine to pool their skills, dedica-
tion and resources. 

The true internationality of Rotary is so 
evident at these conventions - so many 
people from all parts of the world, so 
many colourful costumes and so many 
different languages.  But all have the 
same vision of a better world, with more 
social justice and less conflict.  It really 
demonstrates the ability of Rotary to tran-
scend borders and embrace diversity. 

wL tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴ YŜƴƴȅΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ нллф-
млΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ wƻǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

IŀƴŘǎΩΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ think carefully 
about the future of our clubs.    One 
speaker at the convention said that a 
colleague had been asked how had he 
gone bankrupt, and the response was, 
Ψ{ƭƻǿƭȅΣ ΧΧΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΦΩ ¢ƘŜ 
comparison with Rotary is clear.  Our 
membership has slowly grown older 
and our numbers have slowly dwin-
ŘƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ΧΦ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǿŜ 
realise that we must take action be-

fore we disappear.  And it is in our 
clubs that this must be addressed. 

RI President for 2010-11, Ray Klinginsmith 
(you can find an article about him else-
where in this newsletter) has chosen for 
Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛπ
ǘƛŜǎΣ .ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘǎΩΦ  Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ 
address at the International Institute in 
San Diego in January, he explained how 
this short phrase encapsulated what we 
as Rotarians do best, and how it could be 
used to both instill pride in Rotarians for 
their programs and achievements, and 
also convey a summary of our activities 
and work to non Rotarians. 

I believe it serves this dual purpose very 
well.  Through the Rotary Foundation 
grants, through Youth Exchange, RAWCS, 
Interplast and ROMAC, the Peace Program 
and PolioPlus, we are Bridging Continents 
every day.  One only needs to look at a 
newspaper or television to be reminded 
how vitally necessary this has become.  
Yet it is estimated that Rotary clubs invest 
ten times more than all of the above into 
their local communities, which puts our 
contribution into the billions of dollars 
every year.  So both abroad and at home 
we are Building Communities.  Our world 
and lives are so much richer as a result. 

RI President Ray has built around his 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ΨƻǇŜƴ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎΩΣ ƛŦ 
there can be such a word.  He says we 
need to be aware of the need to grow and 
evolve, to consider carefully our traditions 
and practices and if they are found to be 
no longer relevant and non-productive, 
then we need to start creating some new 
traditions. 

Tom Thorliffson is the incoming vice presi-
ŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ wLΩΦ   !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ǊŜπ
calledhis excitement when he became 
club president many years ago.  He was 
determined to do an outstanding job.  But 
at the end of his year he realised that his 
club had needed to evolve, and that all he 
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done was to manage it well. 

I know that all of us, whether in positions 
of leadership in our clubs or district or not, 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƧƻōΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
personal quality that makes us want to be 
Rotarians.  But as we begin this new Rotary 
year, let us all look carefully at what we do 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ wŀȅΩǎ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 
open-ƳƛƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎΩΦ  [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǿŀȅǎ 
to evolve and change and grow, so that we 
become more relevant, more effective, 
and more attractive to younger people. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ  
Consider new ideas; discard old customs 
that make us look old-fashioned, even ar-
chaic.  The core values of SERVICE, FEL-
LOWSHIP, DIVERSITY, INTEGRITY, LEADER-
SHIP, and the ethics embodied in the Four 
Way Test are what is important; these are 
non-negotiable and should never change.  
Almost everything else can. 

At the end of this Rotary year, let us all aim 

to be able to say that we did much more 

ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǿŜƭƭΩΦ 

DG Jo Wilkin 
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ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ Ŏƭǳōǎ 
stronger and more effective. We will also look at how we can improve awareness of 
Rotary nationally and locally and focus our service efforts to give best outcomes to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ  
Rotarians at club level are particularly invited, and are encouraged to bring along 
new Rotarians, as they can bring new ideas to Rotary.  
A minimum number of speakers will introduce topics, and 
maximum time will be made available for facilitated discus-
sion. Costs are to be kept to as low as possible to keep the 
conference affordable.  
The venue will be the Hellenic Club in Woden, ACT. PDG 
Bob Greeney of the Rotary Club of Belconnen, has accepted 
the role of Chair of the organising committee. 
Put the date (August 21-22) in your diary now! 
Enquiries to Rob Wylie robwy43@bigpond.net.au. 

A conference open to all Australian Rotarians, aimed at strengthening Rotary, 
and especially Rotary clubs, will be held in Canberra on August 21 and 22.  
Rotary International President (2010-11) Ray Klinginsmith has confirmed his inten-
tion to attend, to meet and to address Australian Rotarians. Rotary International 
Director Stuart Heal (2010-11) will convene the conference.  
wƻō ²ȅƭƛŜ όwƻǘŀǊȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊύ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ 
after the success of the 2008 Presidential Membership Conference, but this  
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦέ 

Peter Dahdah is one of those Rotarians who say what they think. He sometimes finds 
himself in trouble because of his comments ς such as the day he told the world that 
a friend was 70 when she was trying to keep it quiet ς but others know that com-
ments from Peter are given with good intentions. 
I responded recently to a toast that Peter, speaking at a Taree Rotary function, gave 
recently to Rotary International. He gave a good speech, short and to the point, but 
ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ άōŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎέΦ 
tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ άǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǎŀƭǳǘƛƴƎ wƻǘŀǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀπ
ǘƛƻƴŀƭέΦ 
To me, this indicated that Peter was not mouthing the words he had heard coming 
from the lips of others over the decades. Instead, he thought of what he was saying. 
The result was that his words had new meaning. 
LΩǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άōŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊ όǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ 
ōǳǎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊǎΚύ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ άōŜ ǳǇǘƛŎƪŜǘƛƴƎ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜέ ǿŜΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜπ
ōƻŘȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ άōŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ ǿŜ ƻōƭƛƎŜ ƳŜŜƪƭȅΦ 
tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ άǘƻŀǎǘέ wƻπ
tary International without suggesting we needed to rush to the kitchen, but at least 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ƻǳǊ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ tƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ {ǳƴǊƛǎŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 
point. 
In our dealings with Rotary, or anywhere, let us think about what we say in addition 
to what we do. 
[ŀǳǊƛŜ .ŀǊōŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ aȅ ²ƻǊŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳǎ ǘƻ ȊŀƳōǳƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ DȅǇǎȅ wƻǎŜΣ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
from bookshops, from Rotary Down Under, from the publisher at sidharta.com.au or from amazon.com/
books. It costs $24.95 in Australia, $32.99 in New Zealand and $19.99 in the USA. 

[ŀǳǊƛŜΩǎ ²ƻǊŘǎ 

 

Invitation to Rotary Conference in Canberra August 21 & 22 

DG Jo Wilkin accepts the chain of office 
from PDG Neville Parsons and congratu-
lated Neville on  his superb leadership 
of District 9650  
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