
As I prepare my March message I ob-

serve that March is Literacy Month. In 

recognising this, it is appropriate that 

during March in particular that we should 

in our Clubs focus on the importance of 

literacy and education in our Rotary ser-

vice.

In his March 2010 Message Glenn E. 

Estess Sr. Foundation Trustee Chairman 

states:

“ In my decades as a Rotarian, both at 

home in Alabama, USA, and abroad, I 

have seen again and again what a critical 

role literacy plays in a healthy and pro-

ductive life. Being literate does not just 

mean having the ability to read a book or 

a newspaper. Being literate means being 

able to comprehend the instructions on a 

medicine bottle, a set of directions, or a 

job posting. It means understanding the 

note written by a child’s teacher. It 

means being able to use a computer, 

follow a recipe, or apply for a mortgage. 

Literacy means being part of the larger 

society. It means inclusion, and it means 

empowerment.

Those who cannot read or write, whether 

they are children or adults are less likely 

to be healthy and more likely to be poor. 

And perhaps most critical of all, parents 

who cannot read are more likely to raise 

children who cannot read –  perpetuating 

the cycle of illiteracy, and of poverty.”

The following is an extract from informa-

tion that I gathered at the International 

Assembly in January 2009 and highlights 

the enormity of the challenge in address-

ing the literacy needs throughout the 

world:

There are 800 million people on our 

planet who simply cannot read or write. 

Two-thirds of them are women and 

three-quarters of them live in the devel-

oping world. Without the prospect of an 

education, how can these people ever 

hope to lift themselves out of poverty?

Concentrated language encounter, or 

CLE, which was devised by Rotarians in 

Australia, has been an outstanding way 

of teaching reading. Through Rotary 

Foundation 3-H Grants and Matching 

Grants, this method has been used 

widely in Thailand, Bangladesh, Philip-

pines, Nepal, South Africa, Brazil, and 

many other countries, teaching thou-

sands to read.

Indeed those attending our District Con-

ference this month will hear from PDG 

Neil Adamson in relation to his work with 

this program in the Philippines.

Providing dictionaries as gifts to school-

children is really popular in the United 

States and Canada (90,000 were or-

dered last year in Florida alone), and the 

idea has now spread to the UK (55,000 

last year), Nigeria (22,000 last year), 

New Zealand, and other parts of the 

Rotary world. Most dictionaries have a 

bookplate in the front saying that they 

are a gift from a Rotary club, and so 

they become gifts for life and are a last-

ing memento of a link with Rotary, both 

for children and parents.

There are many opportunities for Rotari-

ans to get involved with literacy projects. 

Whether for young or old, at home or 

abroad, there will be literacy projects for 

you and your club to become involved 

in.

One aspect that I wish to address this 

month is the need for care in what we 

include within our Club Newsletters, es-

pecially now that a lot are published on 

the “world wide web” for anyone and 

potentially everyone to see.

At times during the year I have taken the 

opportunity to raise with a Club Presi-

dent a concern that I have with the na-

ture of a joke or jokes in a Club’s Bulle-

tin. When I do, I do so from the point of 

view of the “3 M test” as to appropriate-

ness of content in such “public” docu-

ments.

I say a public document because the 

distribution of Bulletins today as always 

has been broader then the Club mem-

bers themselves but even within the 

Club, we need to be sensitive to the 

Values of Rotary and indeed the possi-

bility of one or more members being 

affronted by the content of the jokes.

The “3 M Test” I refer to above is one 

that I heard about 5 years ago at a Con-

ference where Sherron Watkins the 

Whistleblower from Enron was speaking. 

She reminded the audience that in eve-

rything we say or do we need to be 

conscious of what the ²ÊÉÎÆ would say 

if the content found its way on to the 

front page of the paper, what our ²ÊÓÙÔ×

would say if passing judgment and most 

importantly what our ²ÔÙÍÊ×dwould say.

I also note that in today’s world we have 

to be respectful of the possibility of har-

assment claims and I suggest that we 

add a 4th test and that is what would be 

acceptable in the workplace in a news-

letter or in the staff room.

I ask that Clubs review the content and 

determine a set of criteria for the ac-

ceptable content of Newsletters to un-

derpin and indeed enhance the brand of 

Rotary in each of our communities and 

indeed our District.

In any case it is not for me to censure or 

control but rather for each and every 

Club to consider and determine what is 

and what isn’t appropriate for the future 
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DG Neville advises that the uyd¦Õ×ÎÑdvtut is the deadline for him to notify RI of the names of all the Rotary clubs, Rota-

ract clubs, and Interact clubs in the district that qualify for the 2009-10 Presidential Citation.

The 2009-10 Presidential Citation program supports President John Kenny’s theme, The Future of Rotary is in Your 

Hands. The 2009-10 Presidential Citation brochure, available at www.rotary.org/awards, highlights different activities a 

club may undertake to qualify for this award. To qualify for a citation, clubs must achieve a net increase of at least one 

member between 1 July 2009 and 31 March 2010, and complete one activity from three of the six categories listed in the 

brochure.

Club presidents must fill out and sign their club’s Presidential Citation Certification Form and send it to DG Neville pref-

erably by email as a scanned document by 31 March 2010 preferably but no later than Tuesday 6 April 2010.

Rotaract and Interact clubs may also qualify for a Presidential Citation by completing at least two activities overall from 

any of the categories in the brochure or participate significantly in at least two activities of their sponsor club. The spon-

soring Rotary club must sign the Rotaract and Interact Presidential Citation Certification Form and submit it to the district 

governor by 31 March 2010.

All clubs that meet the one net member growth criteria are encouraged to review the Application and to submit their cer-

tification forms to DG Neville in a timely manner to enable him to meet the 15 April deadline to provide notification to RI.

Please note clubs are not to submit their certification forms directly to RI, as these forms will not be processed individu-

ally.

vtutdµ×ÊØÎÉÊÓÙÎÆÑd¨ÎÙÆÙÎÔÓØdËÔ×d·ÔÙÆ×Þd¨ÑÚÇØ

At the last meeting of the board of Australian Rotary Health, Directors agreed they would like to recognise in perpetuity 

long serving past Director and Ambassador of Australian Rotary Health, PDG Dick White.  The “Dick White Australian Ro-

tary Health ©ÎØÙ×ÎÈÙ Achievement Award” has been created to honour Dick’s dedication to Australian Rotary Health.

The inaugural award will be presented at the 2010 Institute in Perth.

The criteria for selection is based on the following however any significant achievement for Australian Rotary Health can 

apply. A presentation given at District Conference

1. A presentation at PETS & District Assembly

2.  An Australian Rotary Health seminar held during the year

3. An increase in donations given to Australian Rotary Health

4. An increase in the number of Friends of Australian Rotary Health

5. A major fund raiser event

6. A major promotional function

The selection of the winning Rotary District will be made by the Executive Committee of Australian Rotary Health –  in 

conjunction with Dick White or his representative.

¦ÚØÙ×ÆÑÎÆÓd·ÔÙÆ×Þd­ÊÆÑÙÍdÍÔÓÔÚ×Ødµ©¬d©ÎÈÐd¼ÍÎÙÊddddddddddddddddddddd¦d©ÎØÙ×ÎÈÙd¦ÜÆ×É

District 9650 is sixth of the 23 districts in Australia for donations to 

Australian Rotary Health. This district has given $1,408,922.59. The 

leading district is District 9680, based on parts of Sydney, which has 

given $2,757,965.71. District 9680 will have its conference in Port 

Macquarie after a week after our district’s conference. In our district, 

the club which has given most support to Australian Rotary Health is 

Tuncurry-Forster with a figure of $145,273.60 followed by Coffs Har-

bour with a total $107,097.74. Clubs are being invited to make a do-

nation to both Rotary Foundation and Australian Rotary Health at their 

annual changeovers. A donation of $1000 to ARH from a club will en-

able the club to present a worthy Rotarian or other citizen with a Silver 

Friend recognition, knowing that the money will remain in Australia. 

Australian Rotary Health has suffered a slight drop in donations last 

year because of the economic downturn, but is continuing with efforts 

to combat mental health issues as well as research into other dis-

eases and scholarships for rural nurses and indigenous health work-

ers.        
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As reported in July, a team of Narrabri Rotarians some of their 

partners and two Inner Wheel members were planning to travel to 

the Island of Tanner in Vanuatu. 

The team lead by Paul Newton has now returned after an extremely 

successful trip. During their time in Vanuatu team members as-

sisted with repairs to two primary schools with the repairs involving 

replacement of shutters in a classroom block, installation of two 

water tanks, removal and replacement of entire roof on a second 

classroom block, painting of both classroom blocks on both the 

inside and the outside and replacement of some internal walls. In addition to work on the schools, some 

maintenance was undertaken at Lenakel Hospital. 

The sewing classes led by Inner Wheel members Joan Burrell and Loral Hamparsum proved extremely 

popular with the locals with up to twenty five women attending various “sessions”. 

During its stay on Tanna Island, the group found time to undertake a day tour of the 

Eastern side of the Island which included a visit to Mount Yasur which is reputed to 

be the word’s most accessible active volcano. Standing on the edge of the crater at 

sunset proved incredibly spectacular with volcanic eruptions every three to five min-

utes. Before ascending the volcano the tour guide instructed the group to “never 

turn your back on the volcano”. When asked “why” the group was advised that if 

you had your back to the volcano, you would not know that you needed to duck in 

the unlikely event of an eruption throwing molten rock in your general direction. 

Another activity undertaken by most of the men in the group was to try out the local 

kava product. Most, if not all, agreed that this was a once in a lifetime experience 

with kava having a taste akin to muddy water. 

By the end of the trip, every member of the team agreed that the exercise had been most worth while. 

Probably the most pleasing aspect of the venture was that all the objectives of the trip with respect to 

working bees etc had been achieved with some additional work 

also undertaken.

Subsequent to the trip two of the team – Mark Hanrahan & Wayne 

Wheeler –  returned to Tana to complete a couple of additional 

tasks which they had identified as being “urgent”. Tasks under-

taken included some work on a school roof –  not in the original 

brief –  and assistance with installation of some additional electri-

cal connections – electricity supplied by solar panels.

³Æ××ÆÇ×Îd·ÔÙÆ×ÞdÌÔÊØdÙÔd¹ÆÓÓÊ×pd»ÆÓÚÆÙÚ
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It was Friday, 5 February  2010, and a group of 18 excited Rotarians from Districts 9640 

and 9650 met up at Changi airport, Singapore to leave for Hyderabad, India and an experi-

ence of a lifetime - being able to participate in Rotary International’s Polio Plus program 

on Sunday, 7 February  2010 –  a National Immunisation Day for the whole of India. The 

Rotarians from District 9650 who attended were Past District Governor Ken Hall of Tam-

worth club, International Director Reg Pierce and Margaret of Wauchope club, Youth Direc-

tor Ken Raison of Taree club, and Past President Col Barnes of Forster Tuncurry Rotary 

Club.

From Singapore we flew for 4 ½ hours to Hyderabad on Southern India, the capital of the 

state of Andhra Pradesh (with a populations of over 6 million making it the 6th largest city in 

India), where we were accommodated in a lovely hotel in Cyberabad city –  a Hi Tech city 

west of Hyderabad with more than 150 companies registered including Microsoft, 

Dell, Google and over 500 call centres.

Leaving early on the Sunday morning we travelled south east through Andhra 

Pradesh state by comfortable bus towards a lake called Nagarjuna Sagar –  some 

200 km south east of Hyderabad. This journey was made through rich agricultural 

land on increasingly rough roads so that the entire journey of 200km took about 5 

hours and ended up with us being taken to the lake by four wheeled drive vehi-

cles. The Rotarians of nearby Macherla, District 3150, population 800,000, took 

us on this journey because they wanted us to see that on a National Immunisation 

day they were making every effort to immunise the most remote fishing villages in 

the state. Not only did they do this but the wives and families of the Rotarians 

walked for up to two hours to meet us at the spot on the lake where we 

boarded the boat.

We then travelled over the lake to a total of six small fishing villages where chil-

dren from ages 6 months to 5 years were given the polio vaccine orally. The 

last village was finally arrived at in the dark and after administering the vaccine 

we then travelled back to the landing ramp in the dark –  no lights on the boat 

and navigating using the North Star –  a total time of 1 ½ hours and somewhat 

daunting (even scarey!!). I have been asked –  How many children did I vacci-

nate –  my answer ONE!  But that is one child that will never have to suffer the 

scourge of polio.

Later in the trip at Jaipur we saw some beggars who suffered from polio and whilst I tried to take a picture of them I could 

not –  they were so terribly disfigured. It brought home to all of us what a terrible disease polio is and how good it is that 

Rotary has committed to the final eradication of polio from the world. The Indian Rotarians that we met are also totally 

committed to removing polio from India in 2010 –  what a magnificent goal they 

have set themselves. And how are they achieving the goal?

Well, in the six days surrounding and including Sunday 7th February, 2010:

167 million children throughout India were immunized; 

2.5 million vaccinators and our team of 18 were part of this;

200 million doses of vaccine were administered to the children of India;

191 million homes visited 

My visit to India brought out so strongly what we as Rotarians are doing for the 

children of the world I working so strongly for the eradication of Polio from the 

world. I was confronted by what I saw and heard from Indians. I have been changed (and I believe in a positive way) by 

what I have seen and done and, as a Rotarian and a human being, will continue to work to give all children a better world 

to live in. I have become an ambassador for what Rotary International is doing in countries like India. 

Thanks for the opportunity!
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®ÒÕÔ×ÙÆÓÙd©ÆÙÊØdvtut

12 March Closing Date for RyStars

25 - 28 March RYAG Cotton

1 – 4 April RyStars at Coonabarabran

10-17 April RYLA at Port Macquarie

19 April Paul Harris’ birthday

25 - 30 Council on Legislation in Chicago -  Bon voyage Harry & Joyce Durey

30 April Closing Date for RYAG Equine       2 May District Assembly Kempsey

NYSF Applications to Clubs          14-16 May MUNA at Woolgoolga               16 May District Assembly at Moree

3 July District Changeover at Wauchope
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