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June – Rotary Fellowships Month
With three very successful Club assem-

blies held during May in Wauchope, Wal-

cha and Narrabri and leading up to a very 

busy Changeover period for Clubs in 

District 9650, I am continually impressed 

by the enthusiasm of so many Rotarians 

in the District as they work in local and 

International communities. With new ex-

ecutives leading the Clubs in the 2009-

10 year, starting in July, the message of 

John Kenny delivered so ably by incom-

ing District Governor Neville Parsons that 

“The Future of Rotary is in yOUR hands” 

will remain a constant reminder of growth 

and improvement to one and all through-

out the year.

Our International President Don Kurn Lee 

reminds us again:

“As I end my year as RI president, I am 

inexpressibly proud of the work I have 

seen Rotarians do. When I first learned 

about the problem of child mortality, 

30,000 children were estimated to die of 

preventable causes every day. Now, 

UNICEF reports that figure at about 

25,000 –  still far too large a number, but 

a significant decrease. There is no ques-

tion in my mind that Rotary’s service has 

played a role in this change –  and that 

we must continue our work until not one 

child dies of hunger and poverty. And so 

I ask you all to continue to �t�ˆ�’�Œ�G�k�™�Œ�ˆ�”�š�G
�y�Œ�ˆ�“�Gin the new Rotary year.

�{�•�Œ�G�m�œ�›�œ�™�Œ�G�–�•�G�y�–�›�ˆ�™� �G�p�š�G�•�•�G�€�–�œ�™�G�o�ˆ�•�‹�š�G–

and the future of the world’s children is 

as well.”

June is the month where we celebrate 

Rotary Fellowships –  notice the ‘s’ on 

the end of the expression. Many new 

Rotarians are unaware that Fellowships 

have grown and been promoted by the 

District of Rotary International. Ask some 

of the more senior Rotarians in your Club 

if they belong to a Rotary Fellowship.  I 

personally belong to the Rotary Global 

History Fellowship (RGHF) and to Ro-

tary's International Travel and Hosting 

Fellowship (ITHF), and I know that Frank 

Dengate of Tamworth Rotary Club be-

longs to the Pilot’s fellowship and Chris 

Sheppeard, President of Tamworth First 

Light has joined the Fellowship of Ca-

noeists during this year. Rotary Fellow-

ships offer Rotarians the opportunity to 

make friends with others in Rotary who 

share a common vocation, hobby, or 

recreational interest. From antique cars 

to yachting, Rotary Fellowships have 

been busy. 

The Antique, Classic, & Historic Automo-

bile Fellowship  of Rotarians will be 

spending much of June on a car tour 

through North Wales and the West Mid-

lands. The tour will finish at the National 

Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, Eng-

land, coinciding with the 2009 RI Con-

vention.

The International Fellowship of Rotary on 

Stamps produced stamps to raise funds 

for PolioPlus, which have been selling in 

the Netherlands, with 10 stamps per 

sheet. The stamps, designed by Rotarian 

Anthony van Vliet, feature an End Polio 

Now design.

More than 2,000 Rotarians and Rotarac-

tors from around the globe make up the 

Environment Fellowship of Rotarians, 

“We have fun while sharing key informa-

tion about successful Rotary projects as 

a means to encourage more Rotary clubs 

to achieve environmental projects,” says 

fellowship president Marco Kappenber-

ger. In June, the fellowship will launch an 

e-mentoring program through a project 

of the Rotary E-Club of Latinoamérica, 

Quintana Roo, Mexico, which will link 

Rotarians with Rotaractors in an online 

mentoring relationship.

As Di and I come to the conclusion of a 

successful year in District 9650, I have 

been thrilled to be part of many great 

achievements across the District –  not 

the least of which has been the formation 

of a sixth Club in Tamworth –  the Rotary 

Club of Tamworth Sunrise.  I also antici-

pate strongly that the Rotary Club of 

Inverell Sapphire will be up and running 

within the next three months. This shows 

the strength of the District and augers 

well in other communities that are con-

sidering the formation of further Rotary 

clubs to support local communities.

As changeovers come and go, I wish 

every Club great success in its commu-

nity and look forward to being able to 

continue to serve Rotary and Rotarians in 

the coming years. Please come and join 

with us at the District changeover to be 

held at Wests Blazes Auditorium, Phillip 

Street, Tamworth on Saturday 27 June. 

We look forward to a great night of fun, 

food and fellowship with great friends.

As I visit the many Rotary clubs, I'm more 

convinced than ever that the power of 

meeting face to face is the key to deliv-

ering Rotary's message. We're grateful to 

have the opportunity to do so, and we 

thank all the wonderful Rotarians we've 

met along the way who have made our 

trips memorable.

I wrote earlier in the year of the devas-

tating bushfires in Victoria. I congratulate 

District 9650 on the tremendous way that 

they risen to this challenge with over 

$190,000 collected already and depos-

ited in the account set up jointly by the 

Clubs in Port Macquarie/Wauchope zone. 

I am sure that many other Rotarians have 

also made donations in other ways –

particularly with those organisations best 

set up for the immediate response.      

Continued page 5



June 2009                                                                          Webpage…..http://www.rotary9650.org.au

�h�”�‰�ˆ�š�š�ˆ�‹�–�™�•�ˆ�“�G�z�Š�•�–�“�ˆ�™�š�•�•�—�G �À �G�m�“�–�™�•�‹�ˆ�G�|�z�h�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�O�y�Œ�T�ˆ�‹�•�Œ�™�›�•�š�Œ�”�Œ�•�›�P

The withdrawal of our nominee for this scholarship allows Rotary District 9650 to readvertise a Rotary Foundation Post 

Graduate Academic Year Scholarship to study at a University in South West Florida in the USA. These tertiary institutions 

are: Manatee Community College, Bradenton (www.meefl.edu); New College, Sarasota (www.ncf.edu) ; Ave Maria Univer-

sity, Naples (www.avemaria.edu); Ringling College of Art and Design, Sarasota (www.ringling.edu); Florida Gulf Coast 

University, Fort Myers (www.fgcu.edu); University of South Florida, Sarasota-Manatee (www.sarasota.usf.edu). 

The scholarship would come into effect from 1 July 2010.  The Scholarship is a flat grant of US$24,000.   Application 

forms are available at www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_doc/139en.doc (note the underscore between en and doc).   

Applications must be lodged through a Rotary Club in District 9650 (which takes in the area bounded by Woolgoolga to 

Forster on the coast and out to Coonabarabran, Lightning Ridge, Moree, and along the NSW border to Inverell, Dorrigo 

and back to the coast). Clubs should then forward applications to Alan Francis, The Rotary Foundation District 9650 

Scholarships Chairman –  “Wirega” Glen Innes Road, Armidale NSW 2350.

�h�—�—�“�•�Š�ˆ�›�•�–�•�š�G�ž�•�“�“�G�Š�“�–�š�Œ�G�–�•�G�Z�X �h�œ�Ž�œ�š�›�G�Y�W�W�`�U

There is no age limit on applicants but applicants must hold a bachelor degree.  Rotarians, their spouses, children and 

grandchildren are ineligible.

More information can be obtained from Alan Francis –  6772 4534 – a.j.francis@northnet.com.au or 

Harry Durey –  6771 2734 hdurey@bigpond.com

The Rotary Club of Taree celebrated two worthwhile pro-

jects with their recipients recently who were two sisters 

from the Philippines. Krisna has been sponsored by a 

scheme called Edu Fund which provides college educa-

tion to the brightest of the poor. Her dad earns $1 a day 

as a street sweeper. Krisna is a third year law student who 

has already completed her first degree which was a 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. 

Her sister Teresa has had recent surgery through ROMAC 

and is presently attending Old Bar Public School before 

she returns home soon.
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In the week of February 23, 2010 every club dispenses with their planned dinner lunch or breakfast and conduct a "brown 

paper bag lunch". This is simply everyone meets  somewhere for their weekly meeting but take their own meal. Small 

clubs might have a casserole  night. Big clubs might do a picnic on the beach, in the national park. Members will donate 

their normal weekly dinner fee to polio. If we plan now there is plenty of time for clubs to advise their meeting venue. If 

every district participated Australia could raise a minimum of at least $250,000.
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Our GSE team in Bremen 

Germany
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Armidale 39 39 0 4 56.20% 42 79.24% 15

Armidale AM 25 25 0 72.38% 36

Armidale Central 44 45 1 4 100.00% 1 63.68% 52

Armidale North 35 38 3 4 90.05% 7 88.93% 4

Barraba 9 10 1 4 92.45% 4 85.93% 6

Bellingen 14 15 1 3 90.50% 6 78.52% 17

Boggabri 15 12 -3 4 77.00% 24 73.51% 33

Coffs Harbour 63 62 -1 4 74.00% 27 67.45% 46

Coffs Harbour City 39 35 -4 4 85.00% 11 70.11% 41

Coffs Harbour Daybreak 33 36 3 4 85.10% 10 74.98% 28

Coffs Harbour South 18 22 4 4 58.00% 40 61.64% 53

Coonabarabran 26 31 5 4 78.75% 22 79.42% 14

Coonamble 11 13 2 4 62.00% 38 70.00% 42

Dorrigo 11 13 2 96.83% 1

Forster-on-Wallis 17 17 0 4 94.76% 3 94.74% 3

Gloucester 44 46 2 4 65.00% 37 74.09% 30

Great Lakes 27 28 1 4 95.70% 2 78.34% 18

Gunnedah 35 31 -4 4 71.00% 31 65.76% 49

Gunnedah West 32 29 -3 4 82.00% 16 71.39% 37

Guyra 19 17 -2 94.80% 2

Inverell 47 53 6 81.11% 11

Inverell East 37 40 3 70.38% 40

Kempsey 18 18 0 3 87.50% 8 83.51% 8

Kempsey West 28 26 -2 4 68.00% 35 64.73% 50

Laurieton 27 27 0 4 83.70% 14 82.63% 9

Lightning Ridge 15 14 -1 3 52.38% 43 55.13% 55

Macksville 14 14 0 4 47.00% 44 66.09% 47

Manilla 11 11 0 76.38% 25

Moree 14 14 0 4 79.20% 21 78.18% 20

Moree-on-Gwydir 14 12 -2 4 60.41% 39 68.96% 45

Nambucca Heads 22 22 0 3 71.50% 30 73.17% 35

Narrabri 60 60 0 70.85% 39

Port Macquarie 36 37 1 4 80.00% 20 75.95% 26

Port Macquarie Sunrise 45 49 4 5 77.51% 23 75.35% 27

Port Macquarie West 49 50 1 4 73.26% 29 73.90% 31

Port Macquarie-on-Hastings 12 14 2 4 65.90% 36 78.27% 19

Quirindi 23 25 2 69.33% 44

Sawtell 31 32 1 4 81.50% 17 82.43% 10

South West Rocks 18 21 3 60.98% 54

Tamworth 61 59 -2 4 85.62% 9 78.18% 20

Tamworth First Light 70 73 3 4 76.80% 26 77.04% 22

Tamworth North 29 28 -1 4 84.00% 13 84.85% 7

Tamworth West 67 67 0 4 83.50% 15 79.45% 13

Tamworth-on-Peel 14 14 0 1 57.00% 41 69.54% 43

Taree 54 52 -2 4 81.00% 18 73.55% 32

Taree North 22 20 -2 79.10% 16

Taree-on-Manning 24 37 13 4 68.60% 34 64.23% 51

Tuncurry Forster 23 27 4 4 91.00% 5 87.00% 5

Uralla 15 15 0 4 77.00% 24 76.45% 24

Walcha 28 23 -5 4 84.80% 12 77.03% 23

Warialda 12 14 2 4 80.40% 19 74.95% 29

Wauchope 29 32 3 4 73.30% 29 80.57% 12

Wee Waa 15 9 -6 65.97% 48

Wingham 40 40 0 4 68.90% 33 73.36% 34

Woolgoolga 26 25 -1 4 69.00% 32 71.18% 38

�{�v�{�h�s 1606 1638 32 76.51% 75.30%

Total Clubs 55

Previous Month No. 10

Current Month No. 11

BOY Membership Numbers provided by RISPAPO

This report went to press a little earlier this month - some Club reports are still to arrive.

Attendance Reports are required by the seventh of the month to Kevin Haycock

Email: stack@optusnet.com.au - Phone or Fax: 02 6765 4300



I’m happy to report moderate improvement in Rotary’s financial situation since my last letter on this subject on 2 April. 

Both Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation saw positive investment results in March and April, marking the first 

consecutive two-month period of growth this fiscal year. As a result, our investment losses have dropped from US$26 

million recorded through February to $18 million as of 30 April for RI and from $222 million to $187 million for the Foun-

dation. Most of the year-to-date losses remain unrealized and should reverse as the markets recover.

Revenues from club dues remain slightly ahead of budget, and total contributions to the Foundation are comparable to 

last year. However, a dramatic shift in current fund contributions from the Annual Programs Fund to PolioPlus in response 

to Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge has reduced the Foundation’s cash available to fund operations. As a result, we will 

soon be selling some investments to pay for the Foundation’s operating expenses.  As mentioned in my previous com-

munication, the District Designated Fund remains secure at this time. Also, operating expenses for both RI and the Foun-

dation remain favourably below budget in most areas, with these reductions projected to continue through the end of the 

fiscal year.

In April, the RI Finance Committee thoroughly reviewed our proposed 2009-10 RI operating budget, which is balanced 

and will tightly control spending. The committee recommended that the RI Board of Directors approve this budget at their 

June meeting. At this time, it is projected that RI’s General Surplus Fund will remain above the 85 percent level targeted 

by the RI Bylaws through 2009-10.

Also in April, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation approved an austere operating budget for fiscal year 2009-10. Read 

a summary here: Chairman Jonathan Majiyagbe's letter.

For more than 20 years, your Foundation has operated on earnings from Annual Programs Fund investments, enabling the 

Trustees to spend every dollar contributed by Rotarians on humanitarian, educational, and cultural programs and program 

operations. During this period, the Trustees also spent approximately $100 million of investment returns on PolioPlus, 

Children’s Opportunities Grants, and other humanitarian programs. However, the current financial situation may prevent 

us from funding the Foundation’s operations in this manner for the next several years. Therefore, at the request of the 

Trustees, Trustee Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe appointed a special committee to develop an equitable and effective multi-

year plan to restore the Foundation’s reserves. Additionally, the Foundation’s Investment Advisory Committee is reviewing 

the Annual Programs Fund investment policy to ensure that the value of your contributions is protected and that the 

Foundation will have sufficient liquidity to meet program payments and operating expenses.

Our Foundation has thrived over the past few decades. The growth in our programs is due to your financial support. If you 

have not yet done so, I hope you will join those Rotarians who have made a contribution to the Annual Programs Fund by 

30 June. Every gift, no matter the amount, counts. Your generosity will make a difference in the 33,000 communities that 

Rotary serves.

More in-depth financial information is available at www.rotary.org/financials. In addition, the annual Treasurer’s Report to 

the Convention will be posted on the RI Web site during the upcoming convention in Birmingham, England, along with the 

General Secretary’s Report to the Convention, which will provide information on many RI and Rotary Foundation activities 

over the past year. 

�y�–�›�ˆ�™� �G�m�–�œ�•�‹�ˆ�›�•�–�•�G�m�•�•�ˆ�•�Š�Œ�š�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�h�G�“�Œ�›�›�Œ�™�G�•�™�–�”�G�l�‹�G�m�œ�›�ˆ

While there were some outstanding individual district results in March, the overall performance was ‘flat’ and a big finish 

over the next two month is very important. The Rotary Foundation remains the one and only officially recognized Rotary 

charity in the world and maximum effort has to go into making these last two months mean something to the billions of 

people around the world who depend on us for our continued support.

Foundation is a great organization doing so much good in the world, but it will always only ever be as good as the sup-

port it receives from clubs and Rotarians. (PDG Bruce Allen)

District 9650 Donations to March 2009 total $32,702.00 which is an increase of 85.3% on 2008 figures. Congratulations!!!

Annual Programs Fund to March 2009 is $20.53 per capita—March 2008 was $10.91 per capita. Congratulations!!!

�m�•�•�ˆ�•�Š�•�ˆ�“�G�y�Œ�—�–�™�›�G�•�™�–�”�G�{�•�Œ�G�y�–�›�ˆ�™� �G�m�–�œ�•�‹�ˆ�›�•�–�•
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The final meeting of District 9650 RAWCS committee was held on Sunday morning 7 June 2009 by teleconference with 

members of the committee attending at Wauchope, Coffs Harbour, Tamworth, Barrington, Gloucester, and Coona-

barabran. This was an excellent way to meet and ensured that the whole committee attended by allowing “our fingers to 

do the walking –  or in this case driving” Some important dates which were announced or set at the meeting are:

29/30 August 2009 –  Eastern Region RAWCS to be held at Baulkham Hills

26 July 2009 –  District 9650 RAWCS face to face meeting at Walcha commencing at 11am.

6/7 February 2010 –  Eastern Region RAWCS to be held in District 9650 at Taree.
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District Governor Ken McDonald of District 9820 has again written to me asking for manpower and teams from District 

9650 to come and help in their District in the Traralgon/Churchill area of Gippsland –  an area largely forgotten and in 

tremendous need of continuing assistance.

Ken writes: Friday 20 January through February 1st. a deliberate lit fire ravaged the small settlements of Mirboo North and 

Boolara in the West Gippsland area of District 9820. Over 50 houses were lost and kilometres of Fencing de-

stroyed.  Thank God no lives were lost. 

We were not so lucky on Saturday (Black) 7 February when a deliberately lit fire started near Churchill and swept through 

the rural towns of Traralgon South and Callignee where 250 houses were lost and 15 people perished.  Many kilometres of 

fencing was lost and the Police Commander for the area is endeavouring to have roadside fences replaced to eliminate 

the danger of wandering stock creating more fatalities. We are seeking volunteers who are experienced in fencing and 

others that are good labourers.  We have had some assistance from Michael Perkins and Tasmanians.

There was also fire damage around the hamlets of Balook and Calrossie.  The prisoners from Won Wron Prison Farm are 

helping out in those areas. The Latrobe/Gippsland area has been forgotten in the wake of the terrible disaster around 

Kilmore and Marysville. 

If you can assist with volunteers they will be made most welcome.

So the need is still there –  and if your Club or cluster of Clubs can assist by setting up a FAIM team to go down and 

work, then please let me know and at District level, we will give you every assistance.

And we also need to consider our other goals at the time when Clubs are thinking of the distribution of funds. I again re-

mind you to consider:

The Rotary Foundation and the Polio Plus program 

Di’s special project for the year for funding scholarships through Australian Rotary Health for study into Youth Depression.

Thanks for the contributions you have made to date to your communities and for your great support of Di and me 

throughout the year.

May all our dreams come true!   Ken
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Brian Prince and his wife Lorryl have been long term residents in the small com-

munity of Boggabri, halfway between Gunnedah and Narrabri on the Kamilaroi 

Highway. He is an active member of the Rotary Club of Boggabri and continues 

up to this year with strong involvement on the District by chairing Short Term 

Youth Exchange very successfully. He is very popular and is a well liked ‘feather 

duster’ in the District. Brian announced last Wednesday night that he has sold 

his house in Boggabri and he and Lorryl will be moving shortly (in about a 

month's time) to live permanently in Bundaberg. He has been up there with his 

son and family for some time; he has indicated that he would like to join Bunda-

berg East. Brian was governor in District 9650 in 2001-02. Terry Daley, DG of 

that district said ‘Your loss is our gain, He will be most welcome in our District 

and will be afforded all the recognition of a PDG’. Goodbye to Brian and Lorryl 

from District 9650. You have served this district with distinction and your service 

beyond self is recognised and appreciated. We wish you continued success in 

Rotary as you take on the next phaze in your journey in life.

We have been notified by PDG Peter Thomas of District 9710 that they are look-

ing for a team to go to Lata in the Solomon Islands to build a steel, prefabricated 

kit home at the end of July 2009.

This is a project for RAM (Rotarians Against Malaria) in the Solomon Islands –

accommodation and internal airfares will be provided by RAM so we are looking 

for a team who are prepared to make their own way to Honiara in the usual way 

and then RAM will look after the remaining arrangements.

If there is any Rotarian or Rotary Club prepared to coordinate this project, please 

contact Rob White immediately on 6656 1887 or relde@msn.com.au

Or Peter Thomas re Project No 34/2008-09 at pjthomas@ihug.com.au

�y�h�t�G�w�™�–�‘�Œ�Š�›�G�G�T�G�{�Œ�ˆ�”�G�~�ˆ�•�›�Œ�‹�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�p�š�G�›�•�•�š�G�•�–�™�G�€�–�œ�™�G�j�“�œ�‰�f



�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G �p�”�—�–�™�›�ˆ�•�›�G�k�ˆ�›�Œ�š�G�•�•�G�Y�W�W�`

District Changeover - Blazes at Wests, Phillip St Tamworth 

Saturday 27 June 2009

YEP Long Term Briefing - July 4 - 5 

        NYSF Selections at Walcha -  25 - 26 July

 Closing Date for Nominations for GSE Team Leader and Aus/NZ applications
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�Š�•�ˆ�•�Ž�Œ�Gvisit to Denmark on their blog: 

http://rfeausdk.blogspot.com/

Ken and Nola Tyson with Steve Pickering 

(of Shelterbox fame) and his family in 

Denmark

RYLA participants Amy Cubbins and Grant Bennett pre-

sented a cheque to Dr Robert Clark - International Direc-

tor; Kerrie Green, Mera School coordinator; Kerry Green 

President
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