
I see membership as the lifeblood of 

Rotary and it is the key ingredient for 

successful clubs and successful Rotary 

projects. Membership is therefore the 

critical component for us to attend to as 

we focus on the delivery of the 2009-

2010 Theme –  “The Future of Rotary is 

in yOUR Hands”.

The challenge before us is to take ac-

tions that will ensure the future of Rotary 

and its outcomes that benefit the com-

munity. In my opinion the foundation 

stone of Rotary is hands, the hands to 

deliver the many community projects and 

activities that defines Rotary.

Remember my proposition that “Rotary is 

what Rotary does” and it is through the 

hands of members and the hands of 

those that are friends of Rotary that all 

the good works of Rotary in our towns 

and cities, in our District, in our country 

and indeed in the world, are delivered.

As I continue my visits to each and every 

Club throughout this great District, I con-

tinue to hear and see great examples of 

initiatives and projects of individual clubs 

that have made and continue to make a 

real difference to the quality of life in 

their communities. The need for such 

projects is far greater today then it was 

yesterday and I know, as I am sure that 

you do, that the need for such projects 

and initiatives will be even greater to-

morrow.

That then should be all the encourage-

ment that we as individual Rotarians 

need to play an active role in member-

ship growth and development to ensure 

that not only does Rotary continue to 

thrive in this District, but most impor-

tantly that our individual Rotary Clubs 

continue to enhance the quality of life of 

residents within our communities, this 

District, Australia and the world.

As we go about positioning the future of 

our Clubs through actively seeking out 

and inviting new members, I encourage 

each of us to remember the origins of 

our great organisation. Rotary was 

founded on 23 February 1905 by Paul 

Harris, a lawyer in Chicago who saw the 

need to provide an opportunity for busi-

ness and professional people to gather 

and enjoy the opportunity to relax and 

grow from the experiences of each 

other. Out of this focus on relaxation 

and fun and a different perspective from 

the day to day grind of the normal work 

the group developed the notion of com-

munity service in making their commu-

nity a better place to live.

This is the capability of each and every 

Rotarian today as the Rotary Club is an 

opportunity to meet people from outside 

the normal day to day contacts and to-

gether to deliver a better community 

through a focus on community needs 

and expectations.

The prime membership challenge for the 

majority of Clubs is one of aging mem-

bers and the possibility of decline in 

numbers if new members are not ac-

tively sought and invited to become Ro-

tarians.

As a result I am challenging each and 

every Club to go back to the origins of 

the concept of Rotary and to refocus on 

the structuring of each and every Club 

to be responsive to society today and at 

the same time to provide an opportunity 

for members of the community to 

gather, have fun and experience the 

benefit of sharing experiences with each 

other and at the same time work to-

gether to enhance the quality of life in 

our individual communities, this Rotary 

District, Australia and indeed throughout 

the world.

My challenge this month is for each and 

every Rotarian in each and every Club in 

our District to seek out and provide to 

your Club’s Membership Director or 

Chair with the name of at least one pro-

spective Rotarian. If you are struggling 

to find a name then find someone in 

your community that represents the vo-

cation through which you earned a liv-

ing.

I know that the Club’s Membership Di-

rector or Chair will gladly do the rest.

Continue to Enjoy Rotary and in so do-

ing extend the hand of welcome to an-

other, especially in this month of focus 

on membership.

DG Neville

August is Membership & Extension Month

NYSF Chair, John Walton pictured with 

2009 graduate Crystal who was the per-

fect host at the interviews in Walcha.

Glenda Barber came 

for Rotary meetings  

and didn't bargain  

on celebrating 

her ??? Birthday with 

20 Rotarians and 

family!!!! We had a 

fun night of fellow-

ship with the young 

filly!!!!
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The Group Study Exchange [GSE] program for 2010 promises to be an exciting opportunity for both Rotarians and non Rotarians 

alike.

Our District has arranged a pairing with District 5440 in the USA which includes Northern Colorado, all of Wyoming, a slice of 

Western Nebraska and a whisker of Idaho. This is a District packed full of stunning geographical features; for example Rocky 

Mountains and Grand Teton National Park [4000 metre high mountains], Yellowstone National Park, Devils Tower National 

Park, lots of “wild west” towns like Cody, Laramie, Cheyenne to name a few. In addition there will be wonderful opportunities for 

vocational visits to cattle ranches, tourism places like Jackson Holes and Yellowstone, schools, legal & accounting practices and 

who knows what else. It is after all... the USA.

The exchange will take place from 3 May through to 7 June 2010.

Your District is looking for a Rotarian to lead the team and we need to select four non Rotarian team members aged between 25 

and 40 years. Team Leader applications close 31 July whilst the team members applications close 28 August 2009.
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If you are a Rotarian, why not put yourself forward for selection. This is a once in a life time opportunity to lead a team of talented 

individuals overseas.

We are looking for talented team members to travel and represent both Australia and our District

Applications can be down loaded from our District web site www.rotary9650.org.au [click on Rotary Foundation in left hand col-

umn, then GSE in left hand column and follow the prompts

For further information please contact GSE Chair Alan St Clair 6775 0165 or alanstclair1@bigpond.com
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It is an old adage but it is true "giving is more rewarding than receiving.

In May the Rotary Club of Laurieton sent a team of volunteers to Tanna Island in Vanuatu to help rebuild a school and connect a 

water supply for a needy community. This was the first team for this year and they did a great job of commencing the ongoing 

projects.

Rotarian PP Martin Shanny led the team, Steve Roberts and his brother in law Mark Wyllie provided the construction know how and 

Steve's wife Fiona gained painting skills and all agree it was trip of a life time. 

During Steve's first visit with Rotary in 2006 he assisted in repairing existing plumbing, handwashing equipment, helped improve

sterilization practices, installed new guttering, and repaired the island's only humidcrib (Steve says this is the most satisfying job 

he has ever done), and in the second visit that year replaced roofs at the hospital compound. 

Rotary volunteers work along side, young local apprentices who are shown

skills and techniques of sustainable building practices. He fell in love

with the people and the place so much so, that he took his new wife Fiona to

Tanna for their honeymoon in December that year.

Rotary District 9650 volunteers will con-

tinue working with Tafea Province

Department of Education installing tanks 

for clean water rebuilding and

painting classrooms in schools across 

Tanna Island until the summer. Steve

is working on ideas for installing sus-

tainable sewerage systems for the

schools which have any number of pit toilets, these could contaminate ground

water. Steve's brother-in-law Mark is the Environmental Services Supervisor

at Thredbo and has plenty of experience in protecting fragile natural eco

systems. They both look forward to getting back to Tanna, with Rotary, and

helping introduce these essential sewerage changes.

Fiona who presents the afternoon program on ABC radio was interviewed about

the projects while in Tanna, and was excited to take a call on air from the

following Tanna team from the Rotary club of Tumut, who have been keeping

her informed on the ongoing challenges and rewards of the work.

Narrabri Rotary and friends are in Tanna installing tanks as this publication goes to 

print. We will get a report from them on their return.
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Before

After
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I was asked by Les Rae some time last year if I would do the actual testing for BowelScan. I un-

dertook this in my own time at home for some 6 - 8 weeks from the time the kits were distributed. 

Even now there are still a few odd ones coming in. The completed kits were either sent to my work 

address or I collected them from PDG Jane Bradford. They were sent to me from all over the North 

West, not just Tamworth. The kits had to be unpackaged, sorted and checked prior to testing. In 

total I tested about 4,500 kits (I gave up counting after the first 1,000 or so). They were all tested 

at home and not at Pathology as some may think. We were far too busy and understaffed at work 

to undertake this project. I found I could test about 100 kits / hour which will give you an idea of 

the time span involved. As I was also working, I found that the best time was early morning so I 

would get up about 5am and test a hundred or so before work. At the peak I may have tested 

some 300 - 400 per day to keep on top of them.

After testing and notating any positive samples, the patient information attached to each kit would be checked, removed, bundled up 

and delivered to PDG Jane Bradford. The remainder of the kits would be disposed of into special Hazardous Waste bags and taken back 

to Pathology for disposal. None of the Rotarians in the Tamworth Club were aware of this as the 

work was performed outside of our club. Unfortunately this also coincided with the our Annual Tamworth Rotary Book Sale.
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The 2010 International Convention in 
Montreal, Canada
20 – 23 June 2010

Come join with DG Neville and Patti, PDG Ken and Di and the team from District 9650 at

the Montreal RI International Convention from Sun 20 June 2010 to Wed 23 June 2010. 

Initial planning is underway to spend some time with Rotarians in Rochester (NY State), 

District 7120 prior to the Convention and then travelling with them into Canada and 

across to Montreal for the Convention.  This is planned to occur from Monday 14 June 

until Wednesday 16 June, then travelling to Montreal to arrive on Friday 18 June ready to do the tourist bits in Montreal first and 

then commence attending Convention functions from Saturday 19 June. 

We will keep you updated of arrangements and possible costs but if you are interested.

Contact me, Ken Hall as soon as possible to register an interest and get on the mailing list. Register for the convention on line.

The Friendship Exchange committee is interested in the possibility of converting this to a friendship exchange with District 7120 

so let’s see what we can do. More next month!

PDG Ken Hall (hallkr@bigpond.net.au) Mobile 0419613982 Check this site: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fsfKldeDFg
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Attending NYSF from 4 to 16 January 2010 in Canberra are:

Olivia Pain sponsored by Armidale North RC and attends PLC Armidale; Andrew Grigg sponsored by Armidale North RC  attends 

TAS Armidale; Jodan Hoban sponsored by Nambucca Heads RC attends Nambucca Head HS, Nathan Jamieson sponsored by 

Inverell East RC attends Inverell HS; Renae Lawrence sponsored by Port Macquarie RC attends Mackillop College; 

Dorothy Rapisardi sponsored by Taree on Manning RC attend St Clare HS; Thomas Bowden sponsored by Tamworth West RC 

attends Peel HS.

Attending NYSF from 11 ton23 January 2010 in Perth are:

Amanda Tillmann sponsored by Armidale North RC attends PLC Armidale; Thomas Nelson sponsored by Taree RC attends 

Taree HS; Laura Hombsch sponsored by Tamworth RC attends Calrossy Tamworth; Christina Jeyanuban sponsored by Armidale 

Central RC attends O’Connor College; Russell Hooper sponsored by Tamworth First Light RC attends Peel HS; James Vaughan 

sponsored by Sawtell RC attends Toormina HS.

Attending NYSF  from 18 ton30 January 2010 in Canberra are:

Megan Telford sponsored by Bellingen RC attends Bishop Druitt College; Scott Robinson sponsored by Inverell RC attends 

Macintyre HS; Kathleen Ward sponsored by Wingham RC attends Taree Christian Community HS; Narelle Hegarty sponsored by 

Armidale Central RC attends St Clares HS; Adam Parker sponsored by Tamworth West RC attends Peel HS.
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22 - 23 Aug YEP Inbounders Briefing Weekend at Uralla

28 Aug Closing Date Group Study Exchange Team members. Closing Date for RY marine ap-

plications

29 Aug NYSF Orientation at Walcha

30 Aug  GSE Team Leader Selections. Public Speaking competition applications to clubs from 

schools.

9-11 Sept Siemens Science Experience University of NSW

11 Sept   Closing Date for RYAG Beef

18 Sept    Closing Date for RYAG Aquaculture

21 Sept    Closing Date for RYAG Dairy

26-27 Sept  GSE Team Member Interviews - Round 1   10 - 11 Oct -  Interviews Round 2

30 Sept    Cluster Finals Public Speaking Competition completed

4 - 9 Oct   RYAG Dairy                                                        9 - 11 Oct  Australian YEP Chairman’s Conference
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When Bob Cleland from the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie returned from a trip 

to Turkey a year or two back, all he could talk about was that “BIG” woman 

who almost poked his eye out. 

Well, Bob had to go back to make sure it was all real. He went to the same 

restaurant, sat at the same table and, guess what? That woman was still there. 

Did you notice that the second time around he took his glasses off? 

Now, what was it they said about bald men???

Ben Paix with his wife Fiona and Brian Beesley celebrate Ben’s membership to 

the Rotary Club of Kempsey. Ben has just completed his GSE trip to Denmark as 

a team member. Great work Ben and welcome to Rotary.

Rotary Health 

Presentation to 

the Tamworth 

Rotary Club 

accepted by 

Club President 

Bruce McCor-

kell.

My name is Felix Glantz Frankenberg and I am 17 years 

old. I come from a small town in Sweden named 

Hudiksvall. It is about 3 hours north of Stockholm by 

car, located at the east coast. It lives about 30,000 in 

the town. In my family we are 7 people. I have 4 broth-

ers and I am second oldest. At my free time I do a lot 

of sports. I currently play as a forward in football 

(soccer), with the junior 

team from my town. I also 

play handball with the sen-

ior and junior team in win-

tertime. In wintertime I also 

ski a lot in the Swedish 

mountains. Felix is being 

hosted by the Rotary Club 

of Tamworth and is at-

tending Tamworth High 

School.

¦dÓÊÜdÌ×ÔÚÕdÔËdªÝÈÍÆÓÌÊdØÙÚÉÊÓÙØdÍÆÛÊd

Æ××ÎÛÊÉrrrddddddddddddd²ÊÊÙd«ÊÑÎÝdË×ÔÒd¸ÜÊÉÊÓrrr


