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From District Secretary PDG Laurie Barber (3 pages) 

Prepared and Edited by Publicity & Public Relations 2009-10 Director Ken Hall and 
circulated to all Club Presidents and Secretaries.
e-mail : khmail@bigpond.com

Please ensure this information is available to all interested members of your Club.
Please Note that all prior editions of this weekly news together with the Monthly District Governors
Newsletter are available on the District website at http://www.rotary9650.org.au/Newsletter.htm

Wishing a Merry 
Christmas and a 
prosperous, safe 
and worthwhile 
2010 for all 
Rotarians in 
District 9650.

December is The Family of Rotary Month.
IP John Kenny writes: Every club should strive to achieve a balanced interaction between Rotarians 
and their families – and the family of Rotary. Only by working together, as a family, can we ensure that the 
Rotary of today grows into an even stronger Rotary of tomorrow.
Celebrate Family Month by talking about polio eradication Your contribution will help Rotary raise $200 
million to match $355 million in challenge grants received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The
resulting $555 million will directly support immunization campaigns in developing countries, where polio 
continues to infect and paralyze children, robbing them of their futures and compounding the hardships 
faced by their families.
As long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in the world, children everywhere remain at risk. The 
stakes are that high. By donating now, you can help Rotary achieve a polio-free world.

Secretary

 Craig Swift-McNair has resigned as secretary of Port Macquarie club because of his pending new 
appointment to Taree Council. His place as Port Macquarie secretary has been taken by Terry Crossley, 
phone 65827510, and email: crossley@ceinternet.com.au .

International Service

 RAWCS : Notice is given that our next D9650 RAWCS Committee Meeting will be held on Sunday 17 January 2010 at Coffs 
Harbour commencing at the usual 11A M, at a venue to be arranged – venue confirmation will provided with the final agenda. 
We again request a report from all Committee Chairs/Project Coordinators prior to the meeting so that all reports are circulated 
with the final meeting agenda and therein maximising the benefits of the meeting for us all. Accordingly I advise that I will need to 
receive your reports no later than Wednesday 6 January 2010. Yes just after all the upcoming celebrations. 

 ER RAWCS MEETING AT TAREE – 6/7 FEBRUARY 2010
“RAWCS” Rotary Australia World Community Service – enables Rotarians to advance International goodwill and cultural 
development through the improvement of health, support of education, infrastructure and alleviation of poverty.
From what was started as FAIM Volunteers at Inverell in the 1960s under Rotary’s Fourth Avenue of Service has now grown 
nationally into RAWCS Ltd, which is divided into 5 Regions.  Our District is one of the 7 NSW Rotary Districts forming the Eastern 
Region of RAWCS and our management representation comprises Vice-Chairman Harry Durey and D9650 RAWCS Committee 
Chairman Rob White.
Eastern Region RAWCS convenes a General Meeting every quarter and these meetings rotate throughout the 7 Districts. In 

recent years, we have hosted general meetings at Port Macquarie, Taree, Laurieton and most recently, which included the 
Annual General Meeting, at West Tamworth Leagues Club in April, 2008. The next Eastern Region RAWCS meeting 
scheduled for D9650 is for 6/7th February 2010 at Taree.
A detailed weekend program will be published about the middle of January, but in the meantime it can be announced that it will 
include a Saturday session of a showcase of projects being undertaken by D9650, an evening dinner with the District 
Management Committee also in attendance and the ER RAWCS General Meeting on Sunday Morning.
I strongly recommend that each & every Rotarian who is even slightly interested in World Community Service should attend this 
Eastern Region Meeting as an observer.  You will come away with a very real appreciation of the extent and scope of World 
Community Service activities undertaken by your District within ER RAWCS Region.
Make a note in your diaries and look for the detailed weekend agenda and venue in the next newsletter or simply contact Rob 
White on tel, 6656 1887 or email, relde@msn.com.au



2010 Rotary D9650 Conference
DG Neville’s District Conference will be held in Port Macquarie from 11th to 14th March 2010 and it promises to be a 
great Rotary experience.
Listed below is an invitation from DG Neville and myself.  The Registration website is now open.  We would very 
much like to see you in Port Macquarie and encourage you to register on-line at www.decorama.com.au/rotary . 
More information, including the draft program, is on the District website www.rotary9650.org.au/Conference.htm  
and this will be updated as the program develops.  You will also note that 2 seminars have been organised for 
Friday 12th March and we encourage all Rotarians and their guests to attend one of these and benefit from the 
message delivered by this highly regarded speaker.
Trevor Gilson; District 9650 Conference Chairman

It is with great pleasure that we invite you to remove yourself from what is the normal day to day experience and 
pack your bags to come to Port Macquarie from 11 to 14 March 2010 and “Reach Out” for what we guarantee will be 
a Rotary District Conference that will inspire you to actively build the future for Rotary through action. In “Reaching 
Out” you will have plenty of fun, rekindle and develop new friendships, experience excitement, great entertainment 
and of course learning.
To deliver on our promise your Conference Committee has positioned quality speakers, a proven quality Conference 
Venue and a program that will excite and enthuse as well as inspire.
Our Rotary International President John Kenny’s Official Representative will be Past District Governor Ross Murray 
and his wife Pamela from D9940 North Island New Zealand and we know that we will certainly enjoy the opportunity 
to have as our Official Conference Guests our friends from across “the ditch”.
We have some exciting new features for the District Conference in 2010:
· The provision of 2 Leadership Development Seminars entitled “The Leader within – Your Future Success is in Your 
Hands” one in the morning and one in the afternoon on Friday 12 March 2010 to provide plenty of opportunity for all 
to attend one of these seminars. These seminars will be delivered by one of our Saturday Conference Keynote 
Speakers Keith Abraham and the seminars will be promoted to non Rotarians as well, as we promote Rotary through 
this quality speaker and seminar. For further information about Keith Abraham please review his website -
http://www.keithabraham.com.au
· The Sunday morning Breakfast that has been traditionally for those with Paul Harris Fellow recognition will this 
Conference also be open to any new members that have joined in the 2009-2010 Rotary Year and their sponsor and 
partners. This will enable the recognition of our new members and also our members who have made the effort to 
get a new member.
· All of the Conference speakers will be focusing on one of the key areas of focus for this Rotary year as promoted 
by our Rotary International President John Kenny namely Health, Hunger, Water and Literacy.
Your Keynote Conference Speakers will be PDG Ross Murray, Keith Abraham, John Brogden, and Port Macquarie 
Hastings Council’s Water Supply Manager Murray Thompson, Gail & John Tingle, PDG Neil Adamson, and 
Australian Rotary Health Research Grant Awardee Bryce Vissel.
ÁWe encourage you to register early and secure your place at what we know will be a truly inspirational Conference 

which will: Inspire individual Rotarians, partners and guests to, in turn, inspire their Rotary Clubs to become even 
more effective in making their community a better place through the actions of Rotary. 
ÁProvide the opportunity for the visitors to the Port Macquarie Hastings region to experience the award winning 

local business “Customer Care” program first hand and to experience the many tourist and leisure facilities in the 
region that has always been “home” for your District Governor. 
ÁEncourage you to “Reach Out” and develop new friendships through the foundation stone of Rotary – fun and 

fellowship.

Neville Parsons Trevor Gilson
District Governor Conference Committee Chairman



R O M AC Update
Now, more than ever, ROMAC needs your club's support to continue saving children's lives
PLEASE consider donating now to ROMAC - it will make a difference and save the life of an 
underprivileged and deserving child
It is with great pleasure that we invite you to remove yourself from what is the normal day to day 
experience and ask “Why should you?” Rotarians are caring individuals, and they and their Rotary clubs 
generously donate to deserving causes, many that they have no control over. Whilst some are admirable, 
small local organisations, others employ professional staff and often use slick, multi-media campaigns that
siphon off up to 80% of the donations.
ROMAC, however, is run entirely by caring Rotarian volunteers just like you, plus every surgeon 
generously donates their time and expertise. This means that all the money you donate not only goes to 
benefit our children, it’s also spent right here in your country - see ‘is ROMAC a local or...’ story below.
These underprivileged children are from humble backgrounds and remote areas. Some are shunned by
their local communities. A few have no choice but to go begging on the streets. Too many might have 
died, but a fortunate few are saved by caring Rotarians who organise these ‘forgotten’ children's 
sometimes desperate journeys to a new life.
Unfortunately, whilst ROMAC has no shortage of potential patients, it does have a shortage of funds.
Yet, sadly, only a relatively small percentage of Rotary Clubs donate to Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for 
Children (ROMAC), a Rotary International, multi-district approved program run entirely by Rotary 
volunteers.
Last year alone ROMAC brought 31 underprivileged and deserving children for life changing operations to
Australia and New Zealand. Without you we will not be able to continue saving as many children’s lives as 
we want to.
Now that you know how easy it is for you to save a child’s life, please, please, please don’t wait 
till the end of the financial year to send your donation.
If you are able to donate $1,000 now, more if you can, to this Rotary humanitarian effort, you will 
forever have the gratitude of our ‘forgotten’ children and their deserving families. Thank you.

ROMAC is a Rotary International, multi-district approved program
——————-—

It’s run entirely by Rotary volunteers
———–——-—

Last year alone ROMAC treated 31 children with dignity restoring and/or life saving surgery
————–-——

ROMAC has been affected by the Global Financial Crisis and is urgently seeking donations of $1,000, more if 
possible, from Rotary clubs

———————

The demand for our help is stronger than ever but, sadly, this year we’ll have to reduce the number of children we help.
————–-——

But we will continue to work hard to find beds for them...if we have the money
————-———

ROMAC has impressively generated more nationwide publicity for Rotary than any other Rotary project

To find out more about ROMAC, here’s who to contact...

Rob Anderson, 5 Charlotte Court, Coffs Harbour 2450.  (Page 123 District Directory)
D9650 ROMAC Chairman; misnbazl@bigpond.net.au

The full newsletter for further information is located on the District


